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Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

As we come to the end of the busy 
field trip season and head into sum-
mer, I invite you to stop by to enjoy 
not only the museum, but the new 
promenade walkway and all of the 
“pop-up” events planned there for the 
summer season. The first big event 
of the summer will be Fleet Week, 
when you can enjoy free tours of ac-
tive duty navy ships. See page 4 for 
details.

The next issue of Channel Cross-
ings will present an update on our latest project – a redesign 
of the 125-foot exhibit ramp that presently lines the walls be-
tween the first and second floors. Many of you are familiar with 
the black-and-white photographs that have been displayed 
since the museum opened in 1980.  

Since then, our collection of rare artifacts and photographs 
has grown exponentially, and it’s time for a more up to date, 
interactive presentation that uses the best of our collection to 
help tell the stories of the various communities and events that 
shaped the port. We’ll be sharing more details in the near fu-
ture, as well as opportunities for you to get involved with this 
exciting project.

With our visitation on track to match and possibly exceed 
pre-pandemic levels, we are seeking additional volunteer tour 
guides. If you would like to share your knowledge of the harbor, 
enjoy meeting people and are comfortable with public speak-
ing, volunteering to lead tours is a fun option. Tours take place 
each Wednesday to Friday morning. Volunteer hours are flex-
ible, and we will provide all of the training. Please visit www.
lamaritimemuseum.org/volunteer for all of the details. And tell 
a friend!

As always, thank you for supporting the Los Angeles Mari-
time Museum, and best wishes for a wonderful summer!

Channel
	 Crossings

Museum 
Receives 
MAP Grant

This spring, the American Alliance of Museums selected the 
museum to receive a Museum Assessment Program (MAP) 
grant. MAP is designed to provide museums with a one-year 
process of self-assessment, institutional activities and an on-
site visit from a peer reviewer. Since its 1981 inception, MAP 
has helped over 5,000 small and mid-sized museums of all 
types.

The reviewer’s report will help lay the groundwork for the 
museum to refine its mission, scope of collections, and increase 
its capacity for strategic planning.

http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org/volunteer
http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org/volunteer
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New Exhibits 
on the Horizon
By Guadalupe Pena, Curator

What is art? Art is in the eye of the 
beholder, and everyone will have their 
own interpretation. There is a thin line 
between labor and art when the human 
hand is the primary tool of creation. The museum has a 
long history of presenting art with a modern twist, All 
Hands on Deck, is the latest exhibit to do so. This exhibit 
will display the variety of craftsmanship within the mar-
itime industry. It will include photographs from the mu-
seum’s collection, models in bottles, and wood carvings. 

Visit the museum at the end of Spring to see the full 
array of craftsmanship examples. For a deeper dive into 
photographic materials, visit the museum’s online col-
lection, the digital home to thousands of historic photo-
graphs.

If you have not had a chance to view “Still Standing”, 
(featured in Issue 47), the photographic exhibit about the 
history of the building, please do so. Take the opportu-
nity view the space across from the exhibit, which will be 
home to the ferry exhibit. This area offers a view of the 
ferry’s path to Terminal Island, framed by the hydraulic 
ramp equipment original to the building. 

The collection is made possible through donations. The 
next exhibit will feature ferry service and we will be put-
ting out a call for donations to complement the items in 
the collection. Personal photos of the ferries or terminals 
would be greatly appreciated. Please contact me at pena@
lamaritimemuseum.org or call 310-548-7618, ext. 202.

From the Los Angeles Maritime Museum collection, a 
man standing with several wooden patterns in the mold 
loft at the California Shipbuilding Corporation, Termi-
nal Island.

Future home of All Hands on Deck, the four artifacts on 
display will be incorporated into the exhibit.

Second floor view of original ferry equipment and the fu-
ture home of the ferry exhibit.

Still Standing, a photographic exhibit currently on dis-
play on the second-floor gallery space.

mailto:pena@lamaritimemuseum.org
mailto:pena@lamaritimemuseum.org


4	 Channel Crossings	 Summer 2023

On the Museum’s second floor, a long row of windows 
look out onto the Main Channel of the Port of Los An-
geles, the site of international trade. Close by, the radio 
station K6AA communicates via ham radio to operators 
around the world. The museum station began operation 
in 1988, using second-hand equipment from when the 
building was the headquarters of the LA Harbor Depart-
ment. This year, K6AA will mark its 35th anniversary 
operating inside the museum. Station manager Allene 
“Scotty” Butler took time out of her shift to answer ques-
tions for readers of Channel Crossings.
What is amateur or “ham” radio?

Amateur radio is not broadband communication; it is 
transmitted to anyone with a receiver. We talk to specific 
stations, or other hams.
Why do we still have this technology when we can 
just use the internet?

If you want to speak with someone in China, you need 
to know their number. We (radio operators) don’t. We put 
in a call “CQ” – calling all stations, and any station in the 
world can respond. During an emergency, we will proba-
bly lose the use of electricity and the internet. The phone 
systems will be overloaded. But as a ham operator you 
will still be able to use radio frequency to communicate.
How did you get started in radio?

My Dad was a ham operator. Later when I worked as 
safety manager at Northrup Grumman, the employees 
wanted a club and I was talked into being a sponsor. 
That was 19 years ago.
What goes on during a typical day in the club?

The operators interact with the museum visitors, as 
well as communicating with ham operators who could be 
anywhere in the world. The club is on the second floor of 

the museum, so we are the “info booth” of live people up 
here. In the past few months, we have talked to hams all 
over the world, including Spain, Turks & Caicos, Curacao 
Venezuela, Chile, Jamaica, Brazil, Japan, Puerto Rico, 
China, the Falkland Islands, and the Western Sahara.
What advice would you give anyone interested in 
ham radio?

They should first contact the national ham organiza-
tion by visiting www.ARRL.org. If you have questions, 
you can always stop by the club during museum hours 
and speak to the operators. You have to study for and 
pass an exam, which gives you an FCC (Federal Commu-
nications Commission) license to transmit. While anyone 
can listen in, only licensed operators can transmit. You 
also get your own “call sign” – a series of letters and num-
bers assigned by the FCC that is unique to you. After 
passing the test, anyone interested in operating the mu-
seum station will need to register as a volunteer with the 
City of LA. Department of Recreation and Parks. Then, 
you are ready to go! 	
K6AA operates during regular museum hours: Wednes-
day to Sunday from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.k6aa.org.

Inside the 
Radio Room: 
An Interview 
with Scotty Butler

Mark your calendars for Memorial Day week-
end, May 26-29 when LA Fleet Week returns. 
The multiday event on the LA Waterfront in-
cludes free tours of active duty US Navy ships, 
flyovers, demonstrations, concerts, and more! 
The maritime museum will be open each day of 
the festivities and will extend a special welcome 
to museum members who stop by during Fleet 
Week. For more information, visit www.lafleet-
week.com

Anchors Aweigh for Fleet Week 2023!

Photograph courtesy LA Fleet Week

A happy visitor (left) learns about ham radio from vol-
unteers Gary Forister, Scotty Butler, and Treva Forister

http://www.ARRL.org
http://www.lafleetweek.com
http://www.lafleetweek.com
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The shipbuilders are back! After a three-year 
hiatus, the Lego Shipbuilding Contest returned 
in person, with over 600 attendees! Vistors of all 
ages dove in to giant piles of random Lego bricks, 
and built a ship using only their imaginations.

In addition to building ships, visitors had the 
opportunity to assemble three custom kits of Na-
val vessels, in “easy”, “medium” and “difficult” 
categories.

Many thanks to all of the participants, staff, 
volunteers judges, and members of the West 
High California Scholarship Federation for all of 
their help! 
And the winners are…

age category, ship, builder

3-5 first place: Grace Boat, Grace
3-5 second place: Super Shooter, Everest
3-5 third place, Monkey, Ayden

6-8 first place: Yuito, Yuito
6-8 second place: Blue Boat, Joseph
6-8 third place: Speeder 2000, Ronin

9-13 first place: Ship WW.S, Scott
9-13 second place: SS Poutfish, Henry
9-13 third place: RMS Dynamite, Jaxon

14 and up first place: USS Charles, Erick
14 and up second place: The  Queen Mary, Peggy
14 and up third place: The Bounty, Kevin

To receive information about 
the 2024 competition, send an 
email to info@lamaritimemu-
seum.org.

Lego Shipbuilding Contest

Lego contest judges Angel Galvan-Vazquez, Cathe-
rine Piotrowski, Michael Garcia, and Gina Mandich

Fun times 
with 
friends, 
family, and 
thousands 
of bricks.

Special thanks to 
photographers Raphael 
Richardson, Lucy Ruggirello, 
and Roxanna Sanchez-Avila.

mailto:info@lamaritimemuseum.org
mailto:info@lamaritimemuseum.org
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Patron
Susann Norton
David Weinstein and Nancy Fuller
San Pedro “DB” Club

Benefactor
Frank and Mary Jane Anderson
Tom and Scotty Butler
Carol Carevich Wianecki

Sponsor
Edna Bay
Paul Belmont
Lon and Beckie Bess
John and Esther Brunac
Kenneth Delancey
Anne Doktorczyk
Captain and Mrs. E. Norman George
Matt Gorry
Robert Grossman
Sheldon and Cristina Levinson
John Linder
David and Lynne Lyerla
Dolores Matich
Ralph and Louise Medina
Mike McClung
Alan and Joann Miyamoto
Edith Pearson
Don and Mary Sloper

‘Thank You’ to Those Who Have Recently Joined the Friends 
of the L.A. Maritime Museum or Renewed their Annual Support
Memberships received after December 31, 2022 will be acknowledged the next issue.

A & G Farms 
Jerry and Carol Aspland
Richard Bergstrom, 

in honor of his father and grandfather
Yvonne Bogdanovich
Joseph Chartier
Anthony Coppola
Warren Cutting
James M. Davis
Anne Doktorczyk
Cheryl Doty, in memory of my father, 

Isaac ‘Ike’ Allen Baker, USS Trousdale
Frank and Jan Espinosa
Janis Gertsch, in memory of Ron Tobin
Kurt and Dara Golden
Bob and Dawn Henry
Paul Irving
Becky Johns

Family
Douglas Epperhart
David Boule and Marcia Gimbrone
Frank and Jan Espinosa
Martin and Mary Hochman
Robert and Carol Hopper
Eugene and Joyce Koehler
Sam and Arlene Lollar
Paul and Grace Nielsen
The John Olsen Familiy
Mark Remijan
Kurt Weideman, Sue Golden, 

Christopher Golden-Weideman
Tracy and Bonnie Winters

Donations In Support of 
the Permanent Collection
Baret Basham
Charles H. Bogart
Jean Cameron
Ellen S. Chesnut
Steven Chesser
Mark Davis
Carla Emerson
David Finnern
Tom and Joanne Flahive
Captain Mike Jessner
Lori Friedrich Johnson
Amy Kurimoto

Mary LeBlanc
Paul Nitchman
The Carrie Page Family
Marilou Percival
Randy Pestor
Doug Post
Lucy Ruggirello
Bonnie Salas
William Thompson
Joseph Ulrich
Utovac Family
Cdr. Lewis Williams

Individual
Arthur “Larry” Andrews
Terry Kesinger
Philip LeVine
Mike O’Connell
Ralph Preciado
David Reid

Special Donations
San Pedro DB Club
Southern California Disc Golf Club
National Maritime Historical Society 
Joseph Ulrich

Winter 2022 Campaign
A special thanks to the generous donors who supported the winter 2022 Fundraising Campaign:

Tom and Annie Laskey
Richard Lindsey
Sam and Arlene Lollar
Elaine McAteer
Stephanie Mardesich 

and Deborah Mardesich
Anthony and Anna Marie 
Martinovich
Dorothy Matich
Cyndy Parker
Tom and Denise Peterson
Paul and Tara Petrich
Don and Bobbie Pico
Ralph Preciado
John T. Rockwood
Robert and Rose Santich
Val Schnabl
Francis X. Segura

Paul Shadle and Brigitte Arden
Karl Squitier
Joseph Strapac
Ronne and Scott Thompson
Sidney Thompson
William Thompson
Betty Tobin, 

in memory of Ron Tobin
Carolyn Whitt
Col. John Whitworth, USMC (Ret.)
Gary and Nancy Young



Summer 2023	 Channel Crossings	 7

Amy Epperhart shares her enthusiasm for history with a 
tour group.

Farewell, Amy
This spring, we said goodbye to Junior Archivist and 

Museum Guide Amy Epperhart, who was recently hired 
as a full-time librarian for the Los Angeles Public Li-
brary, Robertson Branch.  

Amy began working for the museum while a student 
at Port of Los Angeles High School. Her semester project 
required her to inventory and measure the plaques in the 
Brass Room – no small feat! But we were immediately 
impressed with Amy’s focus and attention to detail.  

Amy continued working for the museum during her 
summer breaks from the University of Massachusetts, 
Boston. She went on to study Library and Information 
Science at Rutgers, and since receiving her Masters of 
Information has been a great help with the library’s on-
going photograph digitization and cataloguing projects.

If you have visited the museum in any capacity over the 
past several years, you have probably met Amy. She was 
at ease not only in the library, but interacting with the 
public, leading tours, assisting the curator and the archi-
vist, and working in the gift shop. To sum it up, when-
ever the museum needed assistance, Amy was there! 

Thank you, Amy! We have been very lucky to have you 
as part of the staff and wish you all the best in your ca-
reer!

Welcome, Angel
The museum extends a special wel-

come to Angel Galvan-Vazquez, who 
began work as a museum guide last 
fall. Angel’s background includes su-
pervising and teaching children at the 
Boys and Girls Club, and these skills 
have come in handy this spring during 
our many field trips. You will also find Angel welcoming 
visitors at the front desk, as well as helping with special 
events (most recently, serving as a Lego judge)! Please 
be sure to say hello to Angel during your next visit to the 
museum.

Save the Date, June 17: 
Doors Open Peninsula!

June 17, 2023, will mark 100 years to the day that a 
real estate rally was held in Malaga Cove to entice poten-
tial buyers to purchase property on the Peninsula. The 
rally launched the modern-day Peninsula development 
and put Palos Verdes on the map as one of the nation’s 
first planned communities. The LA Maritime Museum is 
joining the Peninsula Friends of the Library, local cities, 
and the Palos Verdes Library District  to commemorate 
this historic occasion. 

Members of the community may pick up printed com-
memorative “passport” books with suggested routes and 
sites from participating organizations. Participating 
sites will allow free access to the public and share their 
stories with guided tours, printed material, virtual QR 
code links, etc. For more information, including on how 
to get your passport, visit https://www.pvld.org/dop.

Searching for Volunteers!
Do you enjoy meeting 

people? Are you comfort-
able with public speak-
ing, and want to share 
your knowledge of harbor 
history? Then we have an 
opportunity for you! 

The museum is seeking 
additional tour guides. 
Training is provided, and 
hours are flexible. 

Interested? Then call 
the museum at 310-548-
7618 or visit www.lamar-
itimemuseum.org/volun-
teer for all of the details!

https://www.pvld.org/dop
http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org/volunteer
http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org/volunteer
http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org/volunteer
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