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Director’s Message

By Marifrances Trivelli
Greetings!

Welcome to a double issue of Chan-
nel Crossings, designed to bring you
up-to-date on events of the past year.

October 23 marked the one-year
anniversary of the museum’s reopen-
ing. Things started slowly, but as
word spread and the new parking lot
opened, the days gradually became
busier. I am very pleased to report
that the school field trip program has
resumed, and the galleries are once again lively with the ex-
cited voices of students enjoying a day in the harbor.

If you have not had a chance to visit the museum, you will
be in for a few surprises: improvements and additions to the
Angels Gate lighthouse exhibit and the children’s area, as well
as a new gallery space designed by Curator Guadalupe Pena,
featuring the inaugural exhibit: Still Standing. Read all about
it on pages 6 and 7.

The museum library, under the direction of Archivist Derek
Spinei, has uploaded over 10,000 historic photographs to the
museum website with more added weekly, ensuring that the
photograph collection is accessible 24/7.

The gift shop has a new operating system that accepts touch-
less credit card payments, and in what we hope is the easing of
cargo backlogs, new merchandise is arriving on a regular basis.

The museum’s interior is not the only space receiving atten-
tion. Thanks to the generosity of the Coastal San Pedro Neigh-
borhood Council, there will soon be illustrated panels on the
back patio, offering information on the vessels and landmarks
of the main channel.

All of this activity is just the beginning, as plans for 2023 are
already underway. The museum will be introducing a new pro-
gram series focusing on the maritime industry, bringing back
the Lego Shipbuilding Contest, and starting work on a major
redesign of the photomurals that line the first floor ramp. The
museum has come far with your help, and will be honored to
have your continued support moving forward.

On behalf of the staff and volunteers, thank you and wish
you the best for the holiday season and New Year. See you at
the maritime museum!

e
Front page photos:
Museum exterior photo by Martin Cox

Pedestrian waiting area (ca. 1942) and present day use as the
Children’s Exhibit Area
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‘The Ships That Built the West’ Presentation February 18

The long-awaited presentation, “The Ships That Built
the West” is scheduled to take place at the museum on
Saturday, February 18, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. Maritime his-
torian, boatbuilder, author, sailor, and adventurer Olaf

Engvig will introduce the history of the “Scandinavian
Navy,” its impact on the United States lumber trade,
and his 30-year fight against vandals and bureaucracy to
save one of the last lumber schooners. Admission is free.

[

s~
Vaerdalen—the last of the Scandinavian Navy’s lumber
carriers” (Photo Courtesy Olaf Engvig)

Educational Harbor
Tours Are Back!

After a two-year pause, the Port of Los Angeles educa-
tional boat tours are back! Students enjoy a free boat tour
and a close-up look at the nation’s busiest port complex.

In addition, a free field trip to the maritime museum
provides the historical background of the people and
events that shaped the modern harbor. Teachers may
sign up for a free tour at https://www.portoflosangeles.
org/boat_tours2/

Please note that the museum field trip is a separate
reservation. Call Richard Delos Reyes, (310) 548-2900,
for details or email info@lamaritimemuseum.org.
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Students spot sea lions while awaiting the arrival of their

tour boat. Free harbor tours as well as museum field trips
have resumed. (Port of Los Angeles photograph)

Author Olaf Enguig in the wheelhouse of the Vaerdalen”
(Photo Courtesy Olaf Engvig)

People Will Be Pleased
with Patio Panels

The museum’s waterfront patio is an up-front oppor-
tunity to witness maritime vessel traffic in the nation’s
largest container port.

Now, thanks to a grant from the Coastal San Pedro
Neighborhood Council, the patio will be enhanced by the
addition of educational “reading rails.”

These full-color, weatherproof rails designed by Gal-
lardo Graphics will provide information on a variety of
topics including container ships, cranes, marine life, tug-
boats, cruise ships, fireboats, and port police vessels. The
panels will offer visitors an orientation to the historical
and current uses of the main channel.

The Friends of LAMM thanks the Coastal San Pedro
Neighbor Council for its support of this accessible and
visitor- friendly project.
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Library Update: 10,000+ Photos Now Online

By Derek Spinei, Archivist

I'm happy to report we have surpassed 10,000 photos
now digitized and online, with new images being added
weekly.

Amy Epperhart, our junior archivist, has recently
worked on multiple collections pertaining to Vincent
Thomas Bridge construction, the 1933 Long Beach earth-
quake, and the USS Los Angeles (CA-135)—primarily
candid shots taken by sailors.

I have been prioritizing some more recent photo/slide
collections (post-1970) because they are in color. This
helps balance out our digital collection which is mostly
pre-1950, and color images are valuable for use on social
media and future exhibits.

We continue to benefit from a steady stream of library
book and archival material donations. We have also
transferred some material that falls outside our collect-
ing scope to more appropriate institutions.

For example, an Admiral Byrd expedition photo album
was sent to the Byrd Polar and Climate Research Center
at Ohio State University.

Research requests both in person and through corre-
spondence are picking up, with people especially inter-
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Bureau of Aeronautics testing of an “Experimental Life
Saving Harness” during World War I1.

ested in family history and classic boat/yacht plans for
restoration projects.

A post-doctoral researcher in Scotland sought Japa-
nese diving equipment advertisements we have in the
Torrance Parker collection.

A UC Santa Barbara professor has a grant to study the
social history of ports in the Pacific Rim—his grandfa-
ther was president of the Los Angeles Harbor Commis-
sion and he visited the library to look through labor his-
tory, shipbuilding and Terminal Island collections.

If you have any library books are archival materials
appropriate for the library, please contact me at spinei@
lamaritimemuseum.org or (310) 548-7618, ext. 215. The
library collection is primarily composed of donations, and
we appreciate your support.

Navy servicemen amid debris at The Pike in Long Beach
following the 1933 Long Beach earthquake.

Morrison Apartments in Long Beach after the 1933 Long
Beach earthquake.
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From the collection: As the T.S. HAMB URG passes Ports O’ Call Village in
1973, you may notice something looming over the vast parking lot. That’s
the Sky Tower. The observation tower operated from 1974 to 1983. After
closing, the attraction was sold in 1986 to Canadian amusement park
Boblo Island, located on the Detroit River. It operated there until the park
closed in 1993. However it wasn’t until December, 2021 that the aban-
doned tower was finally demolished.

From the C. B. Carpenter Collection, a
mystery diver (likely Charles B. Carpen-
ter) wearing a diving helmet.

Vincent Thomas Bridge
under construction,
January 1963.

Waritia = Mse

Wilmington Trans-
portation Co.’s
tugboat MILTON 8.
PATRICK decorated
as the CHERYL
ANN from the TV
show “Waterfront”
during the 1954
Fishermen’s Fiesta.

Charles Bellamy Carpenter, Jr. wearing
a diving suit.

oo Wit Miaewm
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The Museum Building is ‘Still Standing’ After 80
Years: an Interview with Curator Guadalupe Pena

After two years of construction, covid, and closure, the
museum is finally fully open. Museum Curator Guada-
lupe Pena shares her insights on the creation of the new-
est temporary exhibit: Still Standing—A Visual Legacy.
“Still Standing” refers to the museum building, de-
signed in the 1940s as a ferry terminal and listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. How did
you get the idea for this exhibit?

This building opened 80 years ago last year, but, of
course, all of the celebrations we planned were cancelled
due to COVID and construction. At the same time, I was
wondering how to highlight the photograph collection,
and how could I incorporate both projects? And a new
gallery (on the second floor) became the perfect space.
I went to Derek Spinei (Archivist) and Amy Epperhart
(Junior Archivist) and asked which images of the build-
ing were not yet digitized versus which were already in
our collections database.

In addition to the research, we had to create a new ex-
hibit space: clear out the models, prepare for a new floor,
new paint, and new lighting. Now it is more of a gallery.
The exhibit covers the history of the building, from its be-
ginnings as a ferry terminal, and its many uses between
the end of ferry service and the renovation and official
opening as a museum in 1980.

What was surprising to you?

How the building has undergone so many changes but
is still the same. The spatial layout still resembles the
ferry terminal. The other surprise was the number of
tenants: not just the ferry or the museum. The building
has always been actively used.

What’s next ?

I am working on remodeling the “Neptune’s Favorites”
(sailor art) exhibit to add more artifacts and details and
expand that space. Then I want to create an entire exhib-
it about the ferry service. Ideally, recreate a large-scaled

ferry image on the second floor windows. If anyone has
any artifacts or images related to the ferry I would love to
see them. The largest project for next year is a complete
overhaul of the black-and-white timeline of harbor histo-
ry that starts in the lobby and runs up to the second floor.
What has been the visitors’ reactions to the new
space and the new exhibit?

I hear things like “I had no idea this was here” or “I
used to take the ferry, and this is what I remember” or
“My parents took me here to the museum as a child” and
now they are returning with their own families. People
are taking time to rediscover the building and the mu-
seum.

View of downtown San Pedro looking west from the ferry
terminal’s foundation, 1941. The hoisting equipment for
the ferry ramp is visible at left.

Crane demolish-

ing the boathouse

on the north side of
the municipal ferry
building, San Pedro,
ca. 1975
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Pedestrian second-floor walkway during ren-
ovations, 1981. The new exhibit gallery would
be named in honor of the museum’s founding
director, Ed Hauck.

Interior of the ferry terminal, featuring the passenger turnstiles, ca.
1942

From original color
slide: aerial of ferry
Islander approaching
the San Pedro Munici-
pal Ferry Building, ca.
1960.

The second floor of the museum, prior to the
construction of the I. Roy Coats Brass Room,
1981.
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The ferry terminal, converted to the LA Mari-  Curator Guadalupe Pena (left), Junior Archivist Amy Epperhart (cen-
time Museum, looking east from Sixth Street, ter) and Museum Guide Liz Lopez work on the layout of the “Still
1999. Standing” exhibit prior to the installation of new flooring.
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‘Still Standing’

Ferry Islander approaching Berth 84, 1941. Due to the
busy military, shipbuilding, and fish processing activity
on Terminal Island, municipal ferry service began even
before the terminals were completed.

Ferry Day, August 8, 1941. The ferry Islander officially
began service at a temporary ramp at Berth 84. Festivi-
ties included a street parade, numerous sails across the
channel, and speeches by elected officials, including State
Assemblyman Vincent Thomas and Los Angeles Mayor
Fletcher Bowron.

Handmade soap from San Pedro Soapworks celebrates
local landmarks such as White Point, Korean Bell, and
“Damn Peacocks” — $8.00 each

Sea Chest Museum Shop

Find a boatload of nautical gifts at the Sea Chest Mu-
seum Shop! Handmade gifts including custom soap and
coastal accessories will add some cheer to holiday stock-
ings! Remember: Museum Members receive 10% off all
purchases, including sale items. For a preview of gift
items, visit https://www.lamaritimemuseum.org/shop/

TERMIMAL ISLAWD
Lost Communities lf Lou J’I.ngr]n—: Haabyur

Back in stock (sup-
| plies are limited)
Terminal Island:
Lost Communi-
ties of Los Angeles
Harbor $45.00

Plush toys from “The Petting Zoo”. Each is made with
approximately 17 recycled plastic water bottles. Includes
educational booklet. $19.99 each

Members receive 10% off all purchases.
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Welcome, New Staff!

The Museum is pleased to introduce two of its newest staff: Secretary Lou-
ise Maes, and Museum Guide Lauren Heib.

A native of Wilmington, California, Louise is no stranger to the harbor
area, and her past work experience includes 15 years at the Department of
Recreation and Parks’ Pacific Region Headquarters. Louise’s can-do attitude
and her wealth of city knowledge are especially welcome.

Her family maintains strong ties to the harbor: her grandfather, great un-
cle, brother, and many cousins were dockworkers. Louise says, “At the mu-
seum, I enjoy learning, meeting people from all over, and finding out new
information about the history of the harbor. “

Lauren Heib first visited the museum as a young girl with her family. As
she explains, “I don’t remember a time when I didn’t love museums. Growing
up, my family frequented the Natural History Museum, L.A. County Museum
of Art, and the Getty Villa. As a San Pedro native, my Dad also brought us to
the L.A. Maritime Museum. My love of history and museums extended into
adulthood, and I am now a history major at Cal State University Dominguez
Hills, working my dream job.

Now, when I travel with my family, I also take my children to museums, in
the hopes that they will grow up to love museums as much as I do.

Curator Guadalupe
Pena discusses the
museum with a Tor-
rance Area Chamber
of Commerce Business
Expo visitor.

" - 1.\ . v
Spreading the Word

In October, museum staff and volunteers participated in two community
outreach events, designed to spread awareness of the museum and its re-
sources. The annual Archives Bazaar, held at the University of Southern Cal-
ifornia Doheny Library, offered an opportunity to share the museum’s special
collections with the public.

The museum also participated in the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce
Business Expo, where a variety of South Bay businesses and non-profits were
showcased. Both events were free to the public, and were a great way to re-
mind everyone that the museum had reopened.

Many thanks to Derek Spinei, Amy Epperhart, and Doug Epperhart for
representing the museum at the Archives Bazaar, and to Guadalupe Pena,
Lucy Ruggirello, and Catherine Piotrowski for running the museum booth at
the Expo.

Louise Maes

¥ ™
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A young Lauren Heib visiting the
Maritime Museum.
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‘Thank You’ to Those Who Have Recently Joined the Friends
of the L.A. Maritime Museum or Renewed their Annual Support

Patron

Japan Business Association
Marie M. Ammer

Robert and Rose Santich

Benefactor

Yvonne Bogdanovich Family
Robert and Dawn Henry

Ironwood RV Storage, Incorporated

Sponsor

Stephen T. Blount

Scott and Kristina Bowden
John and Esther Brunac

Tom and Scotty Butler

Franz Dittrich

Anne Doktorczyk

Kurt and Dara Golden

James and Maureen Gonzalez
Chuck and Anna Hawley

Julie Wichmann Huerta

Lori and Roy Johnson

David and Lynne Lyerla

Paul Irving and Carla Sedlacek
Dorothy Matich

Ralph and Louise Medina
Charlie and Maria Orr

Gloria Radmilovich

Bill Rankel

Robert Reddick and Mona Dallas Reddick
Joe and Mary Margaret Rushkowski
Dean and Theresa Spinei
Lynette Thirloway

Family

Art and Irene Almeida

Char Arno

Rev. and Mrs. Kempton Baldridge
Grace Baldridge and Lizzie Baldridge
Amy Bolton and Tyler Seiple

Gwen Butterfield and James MacLellan
Jim Davis and Lisa Waldbaum

Vince and Carolyn Di Leva

Olaf and Mona Engvig

Lillian Garrison

Philip Gruskin and Antoinette Paglia Gruskin

Raymond and Sybil Herbrick

Mark Hurley

Maury and Linda Jessner

Elaine McAteer and Nathan McAteer
Joe and Martha McKinzie

Anthony and Anna Maria Martinovich
The Benjamin Merritt Family

The Reiser Family

Carol and Tony Rugnetta

Carrie Scoville
Anthony Skirlick Jr. and Lyndy Schaefer
Bill and Pat Sperberg

Individual
George Bell

Dr. James Brust
Joe Chartier
Mark Clemente
Martin Cox
Mark Davis
Howard Gentry
Philip R. Levine
Thomas McClung
John Olsen

Dana Parker
Mark Reynolds
John Rockwood
Francis X. Segura
Paul Shadle
David Steybe

Joe Strapac

Pat Trutanich
Nicholas Young

Special Donations
Nishiyamato Academy of California
Jo Ann Cope in memory of Lonnie Cope

Betty Tobin, Ronne Thompson and Janis Gertsch in hon-
or of Ron Tobin and in support of the tugboat Angels Gate

Joseph Ulrich

In Memory of Derek Kendall, Museum Volunteer:
Marsha Bannon

Gloria Falardeau

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Herron
Chris Hetterly

Robert M. Hetterly

Mark Hetterly

Stephanie Krusa

Bob and Peg McCartney
Maureen B. O’Donnell

The Piotrowski Family

Ken and Janet Robertson

In Memory of Ed Olson, Museum Volunteer:
Jean Beste

Janice Bies

Dell and Sarah Dellinger

Maury and Linda Jessner

Andrea Lain-Ruffino

Richard Lederer

Thomas Lederer

Mark Remijan

John Stocks
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Spring 2022 Campaign

Many thanks to the generous donors who supported the spring 2022 fundraising campaign!

Jerry and Carol Aspland CynDy Parker

Yvonne Bogdanovich Dianne Petrich Flowers
Joseph Chartier Don and Bobbie Pico
Stephen Cole Paul and Tara Petrich
James Davis Ralph and Imelda Preciado
Ken Delaney William Rankel

Vince and Carolyn DiLeva
Louis and Suzanne Dominguez
Cheryl Doty

Douglas Epperhart

Frank and Jan Espinosa
Howard Gentry

Captain and Mrs. E. Norman George
Janis Gertsch

Mr. and Mrs. James Gonzalez
Matt Gorry

Robert Grossman

Ben Halfon

Jason Hayden

Robert and Dawn Henry
Raymond and Sybil Herbrick
Martin and Mary Hochman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hopper
Lind and Jim Howat

Julie Wichmann Huerta
Captain Mike and Van Jessner
Rebecca Johns

Michael Johnson

The Kendall Family

Annie and Tom Laskey

Allen and Dottie Lay

Philip LeVine

Sheldon and Cristina Levinson
Richard Lindsey

Stephanie Milda Mardesich
Deborah Ann Mardesich
Anthony and Anna Maria Martinovich
Dorothy Matich

Elaine McAteer

Mike McClung

Thomas McClung

Ralph and Louise Medina
Alan and Joann Miyamoto
Paul and Jean Nitchman

John A. Olsen

Charles and Maria Orr

Robert Reddick and Mona Dallas Reddick
Gail Reiser

John Rockwood

Tony and Carol Rugnetta

Joe and Mary Margaret Rushkowski
Robert and Rose Santich

Val Schnabl

Henry Selby-Hele

Catherine Senior

Paul Shadle

Karen Shane

Dean and Theresa Spinei

Karl Squitier

Don and Carol Swenson

Harry Thomas

Ronne Thompson

Sidney Thompson

William Thompson

Betty Tobin

Jack and Midge Trost

Joseph A. Ulrich

United Amateur Radio Club
David Weinstein and Ann Fuller
Gary and Nancy Young

Ed Zajkowski

Grant C°ASTAL It’s hard to believe that the holidays are almost here!

- | r " Don’t forget that a museum membership is the perfect

Support ﬂnn gift for the sailor or history buff who has everything.
Memberships include free admission, gift shop discounts,

- ﬂfﬂ{!‘zﬁfb: g invitations to special events, a free newsletter subscrip-

J IR EE]‘:%%E tion, library borrowing privileges, and much more! See

Japan Business Association of Southern Califarnic back page for details.
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City of Los Angeles

Department of Recreation and Parks
Berth 84

Foot of Sixth Street

San Pedro, California 90731

MARITIME MUSEUM

SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!

[] $40........... INDIVIDUAL 1 samission [] Gift Membership. | wish to purchase a gift membership for:
] $55........... FAMILY

Al individwal bernsdits + admizsion for housahold membears Name

[]$100......... SPONSOR

All Family leval banaifils + reciprocal passas to obher
Nowth AMerican manitime museums; amiual Sall on Add ress
fugboat Angals Gate (scheduwe permitting)

[] $500.........BENEFACTOR City, State, Zip

All Sponsor keval bamafits + four for 4 witlh musewn Direchor

[]$1,000......PATRON

All Sponsor level benafits + behind-the-scoenos tour
with rmuseum Direcior for 10 (inchudes refreshments)

Recipient email

D Your recipient will receive a letter and welcome packet announcing your gift.

[] $5,000......CHAMPION .
Al Patron benelits + one fiee muSelm mentid per yedar A" Mem bersl“"ps Include:
] New Membership Admission to the museum (number of guests determined by level)

: Discounts in Sea Chest Gift Shop
[] Membership Renewal ) Research Library borrowing privileges
[] My company will match my gift. Inivitations to special events

(Please enclose a Matching Gift Form) Free subscription to museum newsletter, Channel Crossings

OMr. OMrs. OMr &Mrs. OMs. O Enclosed is my tax-deductible membership.
0 Make check payable to:

Name {Pisase Print) Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Additional Narne [Farnily leved and above) Cha rge my:

Address Ovisa [OMastercard [] American Express [ Discover

City State Zip Credit Card Number

Dinytima Tibaphona Expiration Dt CSC coda

Email Addras
=Tl dress
Full name as it appears on the cand

THANK YOU!

The Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Musenm Signature
i= a non-profit, tax-exempt organization, ) . . R
All contributions are tax deductible ta the full extent of the law. Pay online at www. lamaritimemuseum.org/donate/make-a-financial-gift/
Tax |.D. #95-3685416 For more information visit www.lamaritimemuseum.org

or call (310) 548-TE18



