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Director’s Message

By Marifrances Trivelli

Our spring issue is a “deep dive”
into all things virtual. In the lead ar-
ticle, museum archivist Derek Spinei
describes the ongoing process of cata-
loguing, scanning, and posting the
museum’s historic photos online.

The excellent work of the library
team has underscored the importance
of making these materials accessible
even while the museum is closed. If
you have not yet had a chance to view
the collection, you can do so easily by
visiting www.lamaritimemuseum.org, and select “research”.

The launch of the “Sail Along Craft” program was a huge
hit with children and teachers alike, and over 1,000 kits have
been distributed. It is one more way to educate and entertain
students who normally would have had the opportunity to visit
the museum in person. You can learn more on page 5. Many
thanks to curator Guadalupe Pena for developing this popular
program.

For the past 5 years, spring has traditionally been the time
for our annual Lego Shipbuilding Contest. The contest, like al-
most everything else, was canceled last year and re-appeared
this year in an online format.

Instead of a museum full of Legos, our in-boxes filled with
submissions from not only the South Bay, but throughout the
United States. Lego fans are everywhere, and the judges were
very impressed with the variety of imaginative designs. Sev-
eral parents mentioned that they had never heard of the mu-
seum before now, but hope to visit the next time they are in
the area.

The success of our virtual contest is yet another example of
how online tools can improve the museum’s reach. The chal-
lenge for us, as a smaller museum, will be how to retain our
virtual audiences and continue to engage remotely while pre-
paring for a re-opening and resumption of in-person tours and
programs. It’s a dilemma facing many museums right now. But
if the innovations shown during the past year are any indica-
tion, the staff and volunteers will find a creative solution soon.

As the pandemic restrictions ease, the museum will rely on
your support more than ever. Memberships support ongoing
programs, exhibit upgrades, and community outreach. “Thank
you” to all who have joined or renewed this year. We are happy
to have you aboard!

Fleet Week is Back!

Fleet Week 2021 will be a live, in-person event
on the L.A. Waterfront September 3—-6. While
details are finalized, you can subscribe to up-
dates by visiting www.lafleetweek.com.



http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org
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Virtual Lego Contest
Enjoys Nationwide
Participation

The annual Lego Shipbuilding Contest took place vir-
tually this year, with shipbuilders from throughout the
United States submitting photos of their unique cre-
ations. There were two competitive categories: build a
vessel out of Legos or “No Bricks? No Problem!” in which
contestants built a ship from any available recycled ma-
terials. Special thanks to the Lego judges Sara Klak (mu-
seum staff), James Davis (model builder and Friends of
LA Maritime Museum board member) and Uma Devara-
konda (youth judge).

Clockwise from upper left: Aishwerini J. named her ship
FRETSO which stands for Futuristic Research Explora-
tion Technology Submarine Oceancruiser; Daniel H won
the Director’s Choice for creating a replica of the ferry
ISLANDER. The real ISLANDER transported passen-
gers between San T
Pedro and Termi-

nal Island from the
former ferry terminal
that is now the muse-
um. Sophia R’s “The
Rainbow” is designed
to carry people and
treasure.

Contest judges Sara
Klak (left), Uma
Devarakonda, and
James Davis

Clockwise from top left: “SS Bubbles” by Elijah B is a
submarine that serves as a home for stuffed animals;
Liam P’s “Scary
Jedi Ship” includes
sharp teeth ready to
attack on the sides;
Andrew B’s creation
- “USS Victory” -
was inspired by USS
Arizona and USS
Pennsylvania.

Virtual Lego Contest Winners
Category: Legos, Age 3-5

1st Place: The Cotton Candy Chocolate Ship — Yvette dJ.
2nd Place: Scary Jedi Ship — Liam P.

3rd Place: Gavin Explorer — Gavin C.

Honorable Mention: Treasure Hunter Ship — Kyle K.
Honorable Mention: The Safe Ship — Crosby S.
Category: Legos, Age 6-8

1st Place: The Rainbow — Sophia R.

2nd Place: Lego World Warship I — Jason L.

3rd Place: Mo Jo Dojo Ship — Olivia P.

Honorable Mention: Titanic 2.0 — Micah L.

Honorable Mention: USS Victory — Andrew B.
Honorable Mention: Dinoship — Yuito S.

Honorable Mention: Fretso — Aishwerini J.

Category: Legos, Age 9-13

1st Place: USS Ethan — Ethan G.

2nd Place: The Defender 7-10 — Toby and Roosevelt B.
3rd Place: Bumble Bee Cruise — Landon N.
Director’s Choice: The Lego Islander Ferry —
Honorable Mention: Tropical Wave — Leah S.
Honorable Mention: The Blue Speedy — George R.
Category: Legos, Age 14+

1st Place: Battleship! — Patrick G.

Category: No Bricks, Age 3-5

1st Place: The New York Ship — Gabriel A.

2nd Place: Colorboat — Zelda B.

Category: No Bricks, Age 6-8

1st Place: Artship — Polly J.

Category: No Bricks, Age 9-13

1st Place: SS Bubbles — Elijah B.

2nd Place: USS Yorktown — Maverick A.

3rd Place: Watermelon Sugar Boat — Madison V.

Daniel H.
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Accessing the
Museum’s Historic
Photographs Online

By Derek Spinei, Museum Archivist

In 2019 the Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM)
embarked on an ambitious project to digitize tens of
thousands of photos in its collections. Until recently only
a few low resolution images were available online as part
of limited virtual exhibits. These were not easily search-
able and did not include full cataloging information. With
a generous donation from David Weinstein, the research
library was able to purchase a large scanner and begin a
serious attempt at making the majority of its photo col-
lections accessible to all.

The benefits to having a digitized collection are invalu-
able. Museum staff now has a trove of images that are
fully searchable and immediately available for use in ex-
hibits, publications and social media posts. Researchers
and media outlets have the same ease of access online
and the process for requesting copyright permissions is
streamlined.

In addition, high-quality digital surrogates ensure per-
petual access to images that inevitably deteriorate physi-
cally over time. LAMM now has over 6,000 records online
hosted by PastPerfect, the collection management soft-
ware system used for library, archival, photo and object
collections.

LAMM collections cover the entire history of the Port
of Los Angeles. Subject areas include the fishing and can-
ning industry, commercial diving, the Navy, shipbuild-
ing, yachting, passenger ships, cargo shipping, and local
communities. Highlights include the Terence M. Lee /

Captain Frank Iacono’s fishing boat Frankie Boy deco-
rated with a Hawaiian theme during the 1963 Fisher-
man’s Fiesta.

Actors Edmund Lowe (left) and Victor McLaglen (right)
are suited up by Rigden Crawford for the 1934 film No
More Women. Professional divers were often hired as
stand-ins for early Hollywood films.

Calship Collection, the Matt Walsh Collection, the Tor-
rance R. Parker Collection and Frank A. Iacono Collec-
tion.

The California Shipbuilding Corporation built Liberty
and Victory ships (and their variants) on Terminal Is-
land, San Pedro during World War II. Terence M. Lee
was an aide to Calship’s president (and future CIA direc-
tor) John A. McCone. He donated thousands of publicity
photos taken at the shipyard. Launchings, yard shows,
propaganda posters, construction and outfitting are all
represented. It is here that people will find the museum’s
largest cache of ever-popular Hollywood celebrity pho-
tos. The likes of Walt Disney, Shirley Temple, and Bette
Davis were on hand for ship christenings and war bond
drives.

Actress Hattie McDaniel (left) and educator/activist
Mary McLeod Bethune (right) at the launching of Liberty
ship SS Booker T. Washington at Calship, 1942. Booker
T. Washington enjoyed the distinction of being the first
Liberty Ship commanded by a Black captain with an in-
tegrated crew.



Summer 2021

Channel Crossings 5

Launching of Liberty
Ship Carole Lombard
at Calship, in 1944.
The ship’s namesake
was actress Carole
Lombard, who was
killed in a place crash
after appearing in a
war bond drive. Lom-
bard’s husband, actor
Clark Gable, and her
friend, actress Irene
Dunne, christened the
ship along with pro-
ducer Louis B. Mayer.

Torrance R. Parker, founder of Parker Diving Ser-
vice, was an important commercial diver and instruc-
tor based in San Pedro. He salvaged shipwrecks, per-
formed underwater construction, served in the Army
and authored books on the subject. His collection
sheds light on this relatively underrepresented as-
pect of maritime history. It features images of opera-
tions from the Port of Los Angeles to as far away as
the Orinoco River in Venezuela. And unsurprisingly,
the collection also showcases deep sea diving as rep-
resented in Hollywood productions.

So far, the Frank A. Tacono Collection has proven
to have the most personal resonance with the San
Pedro community. Iacono owned a commercial fish-
ing fleet and photos of his crews at work are sought
after by relatives. The collection also documents par-
ticipation in the Fisherman’s Fiesta, an annual deco-
rated boat parade through Los Angeles Harbor that
once rivaled Pasadena’s Rose Parade in popularity.

Material from these collections and so many more
have helped LAMM stay engaged with its visitors
while the museum and research library are tempo-
rarily closed to the public. As of mid-February 2020,
disruptive construction to the museum building and
surrounding streets made access impractical even be-
fore COVID restrictions went into place. It remains
to be seen whether the construction or the restric-
tions will last longer. Meanwhile, digitization contin-
ues behind the scenes and new content is continu-
ously uploaded to LAMM’s online platform, shedding
incrementally more light on fascinating collections
that have long laid dormant. The collection can be
viewed at https:/lamaritimemuseum.pastperfecton-
line.com/ and inquiries can be directed to Derek Spi-
nei at spinei@lamaritimemuseum.org.

(A version of this article was previously published in
Anchor Watch, the newsletter of the Historic Naval
Ships Association.)

24-foot Aircraft Personnel Craft at full speed in Los
Angeles Harbor, 1943. Built by Garbutt-Walsh, Ter-
minal Island, San Pedro. Many harbor area shipyards
received contracts to build military vessels during
World War I1.

Minnie Kennedy
hired diver Rigden
Crawford to search
for her missing
daughter, evange-
list Aimee Semple
McPherson, 1926.
McPherson did not
drown, but instead
was found in Agua
Prieta, Mexico,
claiming she had
been kidnapped.

Star Trek actor
James Doohan
aboard the sub-
marine USS Los
Angeles (SSN-688),
1978. Although the
Los Angeles was
decommissioned in
2010 and scrapped,
several of its sal-
vaged artifacts are
now displayed at
the museum.
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Museum Craft Program
Has Sailed Away!

By Guadalupe Pena, Curator

The museum’s outreach program Sail Along Craft has come to
end, at least for now. Over 1,000 nautical-themed craft kits were
distributed to local children. Each kit included an educational
booklet, a maritime-themed hands-on activity, and a pass for
free entry to the museum.

In addition to the City of Los Angeles’ “Alternative Learning
Sites,” kits were distributed to the World Tots LA Child Develop-
ment Program, the Volunteer Center South Bay / Food Pantry,
and the Ocean View Preschool..

We are especially grateful to Gayle Anderson of KTLA for her
on-air promotion of Sail Along Craft Pick-Up, our grab and go
event on April 16. The grab and go would not have been possible
without Kristen Heather, Point Fermin Lighthouse Museum Di-
rector who agreed to host the event since the Maritime Museum

Students and teachers receiving their craft kits at
the Grab and Go event in April.

is still under construction.

Special thanks to the office of Los Angeles County Supervisor

Janice Hahn whose grant made this program possible.

An Outdoor Fleld Trlp with Nishiyamato Academy

Curator Guadalupe Pena (right) sharing information
about the history of the Japanese Americans and the Ter-
minal Island fishing community.

Even though the museum cannot currently offer in-
person field trips, staff has found ways to continue to
educate local students. In May, Museum Director Mari-
frances Trivelli and Curator Guadalupe Pena were in-
vited to meet with students from Nishiyamato Academy.

The students are Japanese citizens whose parents cur-
rently work in the South Bay and seek to learn more
about Japanese American history.

Marifrances and Lupe joined groups of students at the
White Point Park and Nature Preserve in San Pedro,
where they shared information about the early Japanese
abalone divers and the history of the Japanese American
fishing community on Terminal Island.

Many thanks to Academy Principal Yoshi Ogura and
Instructor Yuka Mima for coordinating this educational
event. Both the museum and the Academy plan for fu-
ture field trips and an in-person visit to the museum.
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Construction Update

Work continues on the “Town Square” directly in front
of the museum’s entrance, as well as on the new fire
sprinklers, fire suppression systems, and sewer upgrades
to the museum building.

The Town Square project is scheduled for a late July
completion, and it is anticipated that the interior work
will continue into early fall.

Be sure to subscribe to the museum’s online mailing
list by sending a message to info@lamaritimemuseum
org for the latest updates and reopening plans.

(Photograph by Scott Garrabrant)

‘Thank You’ to Those Who Have Recently Joined the Friends
of the L.A. Maritime Museum or Renewed their Annual Support

Patron
Jack and Midge Trost

Benefactor
Yvonne Bogdanovch
Captain Mike and Van Jessner

Steward

Terry Brown

David and Lynne Lyerla
Christine Upton

Sponsor
Hon. Steve Blount
Kristina and Scott Bowden
Lonnie Cope
James and Linda Howat
Joe Rushkowski and

Mary Margaret Lewis
Dorothy Matich
Paul Irving and Carla Sedlacek
William Thompson
Gary and Nancy Young

Family

Xavier and Julia Aranda

Rev. Kempton and Isabel Baldridge
George and Susan Bell

Vince and Carolyn Di Leva

Olaf and Mona Engvig

Becky Johns and Paul Gommi
Raymond and Sybil Herbrick
Anthony and Anna Marie Martinovich
Ralph and Louise Medina

David Reid and Patricia Ng

Individual
Diane Bertelsen
Mark Davis

Peter Jensen
James E. Kokalj
Sandra S. Lindsey
Elaine McAteer
Thomas McClung
Mark E. Reynolds
John Rockwood
Jim Stahl

Janet Stevens

Special Donations

Dorothy Matich

Lonnie Cope

Los Angeles Yacht Club
Nishiyamato Academy of California

Grant Support
Office of L.A. County

Supervisor Janice Hahn

Pat Trutanich
Nicholas Young

Did You
Know...

that as a member of the
Friends of the LA Maritime
Museum (Sponsor level and
above) you can enjoy free
admission at over 80
maritime museums?

See the back page for details!
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SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

[] l'am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

r
I
I
I
I
: (L1830 INDIVIDUAL  []$45 FAMILY [1$100 SPONSOR [] I'would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name
D $250 STEWARD |:| $500 BENEFACTOR |:| $1 ,000 PATRON and.address of my frien(I/famin member. Please send a letter to my friend/
| family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.
: (] New Membership  [_]Membership Renewal []My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.
| (] Gift Membership (M [Jwrs. [ IMmr.&Mrs. [ Mms. [ miss [ ] (other)
| PAYMENT OPTIONS:
| NAME (PLEASE PRINT)
|:| Check enclosed, payable to:
| Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum
I Charge my: SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME
| []visa [ ] MasterCard [_] American Express [_] Discover Card
| ADDRESS
| Credit Card Number
I CITY STATE 7P
| Expiration Date CSC code
: FulTName as it Appears on Card DAYTIME TELEPHONE
| Signature E-MAIL ADDRESS



