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Temporarily closed for 
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or call (310) 548-7618 for 
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of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum. The 
Museum is a special facility of the City of Los 
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operating with financial assistance of the 
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum, 
a 501(c)(3) corporation.
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Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

Greetings! The first Director’s Mes-
sage of 2021 is one of thanks.

It’s hard to believe that just a year 
ago we were preparing for a construc-
tion-related closure and strategizing 
how to offer programs and exhib-
its off-site, while reflecting on the 
strangeness of being the only muse-
um that was closed.   

Well, just a month after closing in 
February 2020, the rest of the world 
shut down, and we, along with our 
museum colleagues, quickly changed course and got imagina-
tive. Virtual offerings, such as online tours and digitizing the 
photo collection were suddenly the priority projects and be-
came the primary method of outreach.

You can find both the interactive tour of the museum and the 
historic photograph collection by visiting the museum’s web-
site, www.lamaritimemuseum.org.

And now a word of thanks: To the museum staff for their 
amazing ability to be flexible and change course, often several 
times in a single day. The usual to-do lists and normal duties 
have been turned upside down, but each new challenge has 
been met with hard work and good humor. To the volunteers:  
we miss you all! Thank you for staying in touch with your calls, 
emails, and offers of help. 

A special “thank you” to the volunteer tugboat crew who 
know that steel vessels in salt water cannot be ignored. Their 
socially-distanced visits ensure that the Angels Gate tugboat 
is kept afloat.

Of course, we are grateful to YOU, our donors. We are hon-
ored by your continued support and messages of encourage-
ment. In times that are often filled with bad news, you demon-
strate your assurance of a bright future for the museum. 

Though no one knows exactly when the pandemic restric-
tions will end, with your help we are confident moving forward. 
Best Wishes for 2021!
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Save the (Virtual) Date: 
L.A. Harbor International Film 
Festival Set  for March 11-14

The annual L.A. Harbor Inter-
national Film Festival will be pre-
sented in an all-virtual format this 
year, so get ready to enjoy classic 
films from the comfort of home! 

Founded in 2003, the festival 
is a non-juried, non-competitive event that reflects the harbor 
and all that it embraces—shipping and commerce, fishing, sail-
ing, water sports, sea life and the area’s rich ethnic and cultur-
al influences. For more information, visit www.laharbofilmfest.
com or call (310) 519-0756.

http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org
http://www.laharbofilmfest.com/
http://www.laharbofilmfest.com/
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The Council of American Maritime 
Museums (CAMM) represents mari-
time museums throughout the Unit-
ed States, Australia, and Bermuda. 

Each spring, CAMM brings to-
gether maritime museum profes-
sionals, educators, students, authors 
and enthusiasts for a collegial gath-
ering to share ideas, best practices 
and encouragement.

This year’s conference, featuring 
the themes of “Engagement and In-

clusion” will be held virtually April 
19-21. Members of the public are 
welcome to attend the conference. 

The $39.00 registration fee in-
cludes all sessions, online social 
events, and access to the conference 
archive. Registration opens on Feb-
ruary 22, 2021. 

For more information, and to reg-
ister, visit www.councilofamerican-
maritimemuseums.org, or email 
maritimemuseums@gmail.com

‘Sail Along’ 
with Crafts! 

As part of the museum’s ongoing 
outreach programs, the L.A. Mari-
time Museum presents the Sail 
Along Craft Program.

Created and supervised by Cura-
tor Guadalupe Pena, “Sail Along 
Crafts” are age-appropriate, nau-
tical-themed craft kits distributed 
free of charge to area students and 
families. 

Each kit is accompanied by an 
educational handout that provides a 
brief history lesson as well as easy-
to-follow instructions. 

Since the program’s launch this 
past fall, kits have been distributed 
to The City of Los Angeles “Alter-
native Learning Sites” for students 
who require a safe place to continue 
their remote learning while receiv-
ing supervision during the school 
day. 

The “Sail Along Craft Program” 
was made possible through a grant 
from the office of Los Angeles Coun-
ty Supervisor Janice Hahn.
(Photograph courtesy Denker Recre-
ation Center)

Council of American Maritime 
Museums Conference Online

New in the Gift Shop
The Sea Chest Gift shop is online! 
Stay safe and help spread the word 
about your favorite maritime 
museum! Non-medical grade 
cotton mask has nose wire, 
adjustable straps, and filter 
pocket. Only $5 plus tax (members 
receive a 10% discount). Free shipping. 
Order at www.lamaritimemuseum.org/shop/

http://www.councilofamericanmaritimemuseums.org
http://www.councilofamericanmaritimemuseums.org
about:blank
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Despite being temporarily closed to the public, the museum is a 
hub of activity.  Outside, construction of the new “Town Square” 
continues just a few feet away from the front door. When complete, 
the “Town Square” will include new courtesy boat docks, a prom-
enade walkway south of the museum, a new public restroom build-
ing, and a new parking lot! 

Along with all of the pile driving, concrete pouring, and utility 
work necessary for a project of this scope, the museum’s infra-
structure is also receiving some long-awaited upgrades. Installa-
tion of new sprinklers along with a new fire suppression system, 
restroom renovations, and a new boiler are all happening at once. 
While most people do not decide to visit a museum based on what 
is inside the walls and ceilings, these upgrades are necessary to 
ensure the ongoing safety of the historic building, its visitors, staff, 
and volunteers. 

Once everything is completed, walls and ceilings patched and 
painted, it will be time to install new exhibits, While the planned 
completion date for outside work is the end of July, the museum’s 
re-opening will depend on approval from the City of Los Angeles 
and the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health. Like all 
museums, the open hours will depend on the protocols for public 
gatherings. Stay tuned! And thank you for your support!

Construction Updates: Inside and Out

Left, from top:

Workers from Griffith 
Company return the 
propeller of USS Canberra 
CA-70 to its base outside 
the museum’s entrance; 

the Navy Hall ceilings 
include an access hatch for 
fire suppression crews;  

new public docks are in-
stalled on the site formerly 
occupied by Acapulco 
Restaurant.

Right, from top:

the bell of 
USS Los 
Angeles 
CA-135 is 
moved inside 
the museum 
for safekeep-
ing; 

a closer view 
of the seawall 
south of the 
museum. 

(All photos 
by museum 
staff)



Winter 2021	 Channel Crossings	 5

Lego Shipbuilding 2021: 
the Contest is Virtual, 
But the Prizes are Real! 

A Lego Shipbuilding Contest has become a fun annual 
tradition at the museum, but as the case with so many 
activities this past year, it will be presented in a new, vir-
tual format. This year’s contest will have two categories: 
Use Your Own Bricks and No Legos? No Problem.

Anyone who already owns Legos is welcome to build a 
Lego ship, but if you don’t own Legos, you can still enter 
the contest by creating a ship out of whatever materials 
are available at home. 

As always, the contest will offer prizes in various age 
groups, and all ages and abilities are welcome. Contes-
tants must register online and submit a photo of them-
selves next to their completed ship. Models made from 
kits are not eligible for entry. 

Entries will be accepted on line between March 1 and 
April 1, and winners will be notified via email by Friday, 
April 9. All prizes (gift cards) will be mailed to the win-
ners’ postal address. 

You can find more details at www.lamaritimemuseum.
org/legos and be sure to send an email to info@lamari-
timemuseum.org to receive contest news and updates.

The Queen Victoria figurehead is surprised to see people 
walking above her head.

Excavation for the Seventh street overlook.

Scenes from 
previous 
contests at 
the museum. 
This year, all 
ships will be 
built at home 
and entered 
to win prizes 
via email 
submissions.  
(Photos by 
Gary Florin)

about:blank
about:blank
mailto:info@lamaritimemsueum.org
mailto:info@lamaritimemsueum.org
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By Derek Spinei, 
Museum Archivist

Before today’s ubiquitous con-
tainer ships whose cargo is loaded 
and unloaded with onshore gantry 
cranes, a competing system called 
lighter aboard ship (LASH) used a 
different approach. 

These circa 1971 photos donated 
by Charles L. Sauerbier, a former 
professor at the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine Academy, are a great source for 
illustrating how LASH worked.

Instead of containers, ships car-
ried standardized steel barges 
(lighters) that were delivered by 
towboats to the stern. An onboard 

crane that could run the length of 
the ship would pick up and deposit 
the barges. 

An advantage of this system was 
the ability to leave the mothership 
in a deep-water port while loading 
and unloading barges far upriver. 
Vessels didn’t need a berth either, 
as they could load and unload barges 
while anchored anywhere. 

It also allowed for moving smaller 
quantities of bulk products. But ulti-
mately LASH vessels proved too ex-
pensive to maintain, and were found 
to be incompatible with container-
ized cargo which had begun to pro-
liferate. LASH operated from 1969 

until becoming obsolete in 2007. 
You can find more photographs 

from the Charles L. Sauerbier collec-
tion on the museum’s website.  Visit 
lamaritimemuseum.org and select 
“Library” and “Online Collections”.

The accompanying images show 
the first LASH ship on the Pacific 
Coast, Thomas E. Cuffe. The Cuffe 
was built in 1971 and named for the 
founder of the Pacific Far East Line.

Thomas E. Cuffe was converted to 
a conainer ship in 1977, and in 2019 
achieved the distinction of being the 
world’s oldest container ship of over 
500 TEUs (Twenty-foot Equivalent 
Units).

Archives Spotlight: 
Charles L. Sauerbier Collection

Views of the LASH ship Thomas E. Cuffe at Pier 47, San 
Francisco, in the early 1970s with towboat San Joaquin River 
at its stern.  LASH ships (LASH is the acronym for ”Lighter 
Aboard Ship”) carried small, box-type barges of cargo that 
were loaded by cranes.
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Patron
Susann Norton

Sponsor
Frank and Mary Jane Anderson
Joseph F. Chartier
Michael Galindo and Mary Jung
Kurt and Dara Golden
Sheldon and Cristina Levinson
Dolores Matich
Captain Jackson and Edie Pearson
Francis X. Segura
Henry Selby-Hele
Theresa and Dean Spinei

Family
David Boule and Marcia Gimbrone 
Vincent and Carolyn DiLeva
Anthony and Julie DiTucci
Jack and Julie Faucett
Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
Lillian Garrison
Martin and Mary Hochman
Jim and Jane Jones
Jim MacLellan and 

Gwen Butterfield
Don and Bobbie Pico
Val Schnabl

Individual
Arlene Kageyama
Mike Mehler
Mike Trudeau
George Weiss

Special Donations:
In memory of Gwen Metzger
ILWU Foremen’s Union Local 94
In memory of Ronald Tobin

‘Thank You’ to Those Who Have Recently Joined the Friends 
of the L.A. Maritime Museum or Renewed their Annual Support

The year 2020 brought many challenges and consequently many requests for contributions from a variety 
of organizations. The Friends of the L.A. Maritime Museum is honored to have the support of the following 
individuals who donated generously during the year-end  fundraising campaign:
Jerry and Carol Aspland
Arthur and Irene Almeida
Yvonne Bogdanovich
David Boule and Marcia Gimbrone
John and Esther Brunac
Joseph Chartier
Warren Cutting
James Davis
Vincent and Carolyn Di Leva
Anne Doktorczyk
Louis and Suzanne Dominguez
Cheryl Doty, in memory of my Father, Isaac ‘Ike’ Baker, 
BM 1c, USS Trousdale, AKA 79, World War II
John and Kimberly Engh, in memory of L.G. ‘Bud’ Weiser, 
Torrance Parker, and Piper Cameron
Frank and Jan Espinosa
Howard Gentry
Janis Gertsch, in honor of Ron Tobin
Robert Grossman
Ben Halfon
Robert and Dawn Henry
Robert and Carol Hopper
James and Linda Howat
Mark and Margaret Hurley
Derek and Mary Ann Kendall
Sheldon and Cristina Levinson
Anthony and Anna Marie Martinovich
Dolores Matich
Dorothy Matich
Elaine McAteer
Michael McClung and Family
Thomas McClung
Alan and Joann Miyamoto
Charlie and Maria Orr
CynDy Parker
Paul Petrich

Don and Bobbie Pico
Ralph and Imelda Preciado
Paula A. Reuben
Nancy Richardson
Linda Ridenour
Tony and Carol Rugnetta
Henry Selby-Hele
Paul Shadle
June Burlingame Smith
Jim Stahl “Cajun Cook”
Donald and Carol Swenson
Harry Thomas and Peggy McGraw
Ronne Thompson, in memory of Ron Tobin
Betty Tobin, in memory of Ron Tobin
Joseph A. Ulrich
David Weinstein and Nancy Fuller
George Edward Weiss
Carolyn Whitt
Col. John Whitworth, USMC (Ret.)
Gary and Nancy Young

Did You 
Know... 
that as a member of the 
Friends of the LA Maritime 
Museum (Sponsor level and 
above) you can enjoy free 
admission at over 80 
maritime museums? 
See the back page for details! 



Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime 
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

 $30 INDIVIDUAL     $45 FAMILY                 $100 SPONSOR

 $250 STEWARD     $500 BENEFACTOR     $1,000 PATRON

 New Membership      Membership Renewal

 Gift Membership

	 I am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

	 I would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name 
	 and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/
	 family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

 My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

	 Check enclosed, payable to:
	 Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Charge my: 

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover Card

________________________________________________
Credit Card Number

_________________________    _____________________
Expiration Date		  CSC code

________________________________________________
Full Name as it Appears on Card

________________________________________________
Signature

 Mr.      Mrs.       Mr. & Mrs.       Ms.       Miss       _________ (other)

______________________________________________________________________________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

______________________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME

______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

______________________________________________________________________________
CITY				    STATE		  ZIP

______________________________________________________________________________
DAYTIME TELEPHONE

______________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS

Support the Maritime Museum Today!

Berth 84
Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro
California 
90731


