
Channel
Crossings

Issue No. 43	 Newsletter of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum, San Pedro, California	 Autumn 2020

A Look Back at the 
Fishermen’s Fiesta

Page 4

Brace for Impact!
Page 6

Port History 
Digital Timeline

Page 2

‘Sail Along’ for 
Some Craft Fun Page 2



2	 Channel Crossings	 Autumn 2020

Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street

San Pedro, CA 90731
(310) 548-7618

www.lamaritimemuseum.org

Museum Hours:
Temporarily closed for 

construction and renovations. 
Visit lamaritimemuseum.org 

or call (310) 548-7618 for 
a list of upcoming events.

Channel Crossings is published by the Friends 
of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum. The 
Museum is a special facility of the City of Los 
Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks, 
operating with financial assistance of the 
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum, 
a 501(c)(3) corporation.

MUSEUM STAFF
Director: Marifrances Trivelli

Archivist/Librarian: Derek Spinei
Curator: Guadalupe Pena
Registrar: Lucy Ruggirello
Park Services Attendants:

Scott Garrabrant, Richard Delos Reyes
Administrative Clerk: Mervet Guindi

Museum Guides: 
Amy Epperhart, Nick Schneier, Sara Klak

Maintenance: Lupe Fernandez

FRIENDS OF THE  
LOS ANGELES MARITIME MUSEUM 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Norman T. Booth, Jr., Anthony DiTucci,

Paul Irving, Paul Nitchman

DEPARTMENT OF 
RECREATION AND PARKS
General Manager: Mike Shull

Executive Officer and Chief of Staff: 
Anthony-Paul (AP) Diaz, Esq.

Superintendent, Pacific Region: Randy Kelly
Principal Recreation Supervisor II: 

Michael Harrison

Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

The fall issue of Channel Crossings 
is designed to provide a fun look back 
at one of the harbor’s most famous 
events: the annual Fishermen’s Fi-
esta.  

Often when people view historic 
photographs, they enjoy reminiscing 
about a time when life was “simpler”. 
In these times of widespread closures 
and limited public contact, such 
thoughts are understandable.  

But it is important to keep in mind 
that, despite the pageantry of the fiesta, the fishermen and 
their families faced many challenges.  Wars, economic depres-
sion,  emigrating far from home and working in a dangerous 
profession characterized the lives of the fishermen who were 
active during the past century.

Yet drawing on their strong family ties and traditions, they 
found time to celebrate, and those times became the most cher-
ished memories.

Today, with the museum temporarily closed to the public, 
various restrictions on public events,  (and not to mention a 
stopped tower clock), time often seems to be moving slowly and 
it’s tempting to look back at past years with nostalgia.

But things are indeed moving along, and inside the museum, 
we are taking the opportunity to build and enhance the ex-
hibits, install upgrades to the fire suppression and plumbing 
system, and accelerate our internet presence by sharing photo-
graphs and videos online.

And a new outreach program is in the works: see page 3 to 
learn all about the free “Sail Along Craft” program created by 
the museum’s curator, Guadalupe Pena and funded by a grant 
from the office of Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn.  

Speaking of time, you may remember the black and white 
timeline that runs along the east and south walls of the first 
floor. The timeline has been on exhibit since the museum 
opened in 1980, and of course the harbor has experienced many 
changes since then. 

Thanks to support from the Friends of the Los Angeles Mari-
time Museum, the timeline will be redesigned and updated, 
incorporating a more user-friendly presentation and featuring 
more of the museum’s photographs and artifacts. The Friends 
are fortunate to receive a Port of Los Angeles Community In-
vestment grant, which will fund a digital version of the time-
line on the museum’s website.  

On behalf of the staff, volunteers, and future visitors, I thank 
all of our members for continuing to support the museum dur-
ing this time and help us work towards a successful reopening 
and bright future.

Channel
	 Crossings

Cover photo: Thousands line the docks to witness the Fisher-
men’s Fiesta, circa 1950, featuring the purse seiners Progress, 
Cape Flattery and Coral Sea. (Los Angeles Maritime Museum 
Collection)
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COMING SOON! Discover the 
history of Los Angeles Harbor from 
home while the museum is under 
renovation with the “Sail Along 
Craft Program.”

Families will receive free, age ap-
propriate craft kits as a way to en-
courage maritime education while 
the museum building is closed. 
Participating families will receive 
a pass for a FREE visit, valid for a regular entry once the 
museum opens..

Currently there are five fun, hands-on, learning activi-
ties for children, all which can be assembled and enjoyed 
while maintaining social distance requirements! Most 

of the crafts are designed for ages 
6-13, but there are crayons and pi-
rate coloring books for toddlers to 
enjoy as well. Build a tiny ship, or 
learn Navy traditions and design 
your own sailor hat!   

The distribution dates will be 
announced soon: Visit our website 
and follow us on social media to 
stay up to date! A video will high-

light each craft on our YouTube channel. The craft kits 
will be available offsite and to go and on a first-come ba-
sis. Quantities are limited. 

Special thanks to the office of Los Angeles County Su-
pervisor Janice Hahn for sponsoring this program.

The Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Muse-
um has received a $10,000 grant from the Port of 
Los Angeles Community Investment Program to 
create a digital timeline of port history. The time-
line will be available on the museum’s website, la-
maritimemuseum.org, and will feature images 
and artifacts from the museum’s vast collections. 

With the museum’s temporary closure, the web-
site has become a critical educational tool, and a 
digital timeline will provide a dynamic overview 
of port history, another powerful way to share the 
museum’s collections with the public.

The Friends are grateful to the Port of Los An-
geles for providing the necessary funding.

Employees of French Sardine (Star-Kist) in 1947

‘Sail Along’ for Some Craft Fun!
By Guadalupe Pena, Curator

Friends Receives $10,000 Grant from Port

Left: 1852 reconnaissance map of San 
Pedro Harbor; top: community leader 
and harbor pioneer Roman Sepulveda 
(1854-1940)
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industry experienced ongoing economic hardships due 
to rising tuna imports. 

In 1963 a Baptist minister from Wilmington, Califor-
nia sought to prevent Los Angeles County from spend-
ing public funds on the Fiesta, claiming that the festival 
had a “religious purpose” because it involved blessing 
the fleet and memorial services for fishermen lost at sea.  
The California Superior Court dismissed the case, and 
the Fiesta continued as scheduled. 

Through the years, the Fiesta’s success was tied to 
that of the fishing industry, and with the 1970’s labor 
strikes, fuel shortages, and rising costs, the Fiesta be-
gan its gradual decline. A smaller, final attempt to re-
vive the Fiesta took place in 2006. 

Today, though the San Pedro Fishermen’s Fiesta is 
no longer held, it is worth remembering as an example 
of the rich cultural life and maritime traditions of the 
harbor. 
The Los Angeles Maritime Museum’s collections include 
photographs, artifacts, and ephemera from the Fisher-
men’s fiestas. If you have artifacts or photographs you 
would like to donate, please call the Curator, Guadalupe 
Pena, at (310) 548-7618 or email pena@lamaritimemu-
seum.org.

A 
Look 
Back 
at the 
Fishermen’s 
Fiesta

The Santa Teresa I disguised as “Aladdin’s Lamp” and 
sporting a “Wheel of Fortune”.  (Los Angeles Maritime 
Museum).

A cardboard pass permitting a visitor to board the 
Western Explorer during the 1952 Fiesta. (Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum Collection)

By Marifrances Trivelli, Director
Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Decades ago, before phrases such as “social distancing” 
were the norm, hundreds of thousands of visitors would 
line the docks of the Port of Los Angeles to witness the 
annual “Fishermen’s Fiesta”. The Fiesta was a multi-day 
event that included a Catholic mass, a procession, bless-
ing of the fleet, boat parade, food, music and games. 

While maritime communities such as Gloucester, Mas-
sachusetts; Chauvi, Louisiana; and San Francisco, Cali-
fornia have hosted similar events through the years, San 
Pedro’s Fiesta was the largest. San Pedro’s last Fisher-
men’s Fiesta was held in 2006. 

A look back at the history of the Fiesta recalls a time 
when the Port of Los Angeles was the country’s top fishing 
port and the fishing crews (primarily immigrants from It-
aly and the former Yugoslavia) celebrated traditions that 
were first established in their native countries.

The Fiesta traditionally took place in September or Oc-
tober, between the end of the tuna season and the start 
of the sardine run.  It was common for fishing families to 
sail to Catalina Island for a short break between seasons. 

The official origins of the Fiesta are a topic of lively de-
bate, however the earliest documented celebration was 
the one held to mark the March 26, 1938 completion of 
the Fishermen’s Co-Operative Association building. In 
honor of the event, 85 purse seiners (fishing boats) pa-
raded through the harbor.

During World War II, recreational events on the wa-
terfront were restricted, and no Fiestas were held until 
October of 1945. Over 100 boats participated in the “Vic-
tory Parade” honoring “the men who go down to the sea in 
ships and return to the land with fish”. The Fiesta grew 
in popularity, and by 1952 the crowds were estimated at 
200,000. 

The colorfully-decorated fishing boats reflected the up-
beat mood of the industry, with 700 boats and 5,000 fish-
ermen gainfully employed in the harbor. The 19 canneries 
on  Terminal Island employed 4,000. 1952’s celebration 
would be the last before a five-year hiatus, as the fishing 

The Santa Teresa I disguised as “Aladdin’s Lamp” and 
sporting a “Wheel of Fortune”. (Los Angeles Maritime 
Museum Collection)
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In response to Japan’s attack on Pearl 
Harbor, President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt issued Executive Order 9066, re-
moving “enemy aliens” from the western 
areas of the United States. As a result, 
the Japanese American fishing commu-
nity on Terminal Island was disbanded 
and its structures demolished. Frank 
Manaka was one of the few Japanese 
Americans to return to the harbor area 
and resume fishing after the war. Frank 
was the owner of the Western Explorer, 
a purse seiner built in 1941. In this pho-
to, Frank poses with his wife Mitsuyo, a 
cannery worker. (The trophy on the left 
as well as the banner are now part of 
the museum’s collection). Western Ex-
plorer continued to fish until May, 1956 
when it foundered off Socorro Island, 
Mexico, with the loss of five crew.

Western Explorer, 
decorated to reflect the 
theme “I’ll See you in 
My Dreams” was one 
of the stars of the 1952 
Fiesta, winning the 
$1,000 sweepstakes 
award and $1,000 in 
the category of boats 
over 75 feet long.

In keeping with another Fiesta 
tradition, a local woman was 
selected to preside as the 
“Fiesta Queen” accompanied by 
a royal court of “Skipperetes”. 
From the 1957 Fiesta, 
Skipperette Lynn Husted, 
Queen Frances McHale and 
Skipperette Juanita Gomes. 
(Los Angeles Maritime 
Museum Collection)

Los Angeles Archbishop James Francis McIntyre 
blesses the fishing fleet during the 1952 Fishermen’s 
Fiesta. The custom of bestowing blessings on the 
fishing boats and praying for a safe season was a 
reminder of the daily dangers that fishermen faced 
at sea. (Los Angeles Maritime Museum Collection)

Crowds gather at Berth 73 for the grand opening of the new 
Fishermen’s Co-Operative Association on March 26, 1938. The 
ceremony was followed by a boat parade, marking the first of-
ficial Fiesta. The Co-Op was conveniently located at the South-
ern Pacific Slip, where the majority of the fishing boats docked. 
Berth 73 is the current home of Utro’s Café and the Topsail 
program. (Los Angeles Maritime Museum Collection)

Thousands line the docks 
to witness the Fisher-
men’s Fiesta, circa 1950, 
featuring the purse 
seiners Progress, Cape 
Flattery and Coral Sea. 
(Los Angeles Maritime 
Museum Collection).
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Brace for 
Impact!

By Derek Spinei, Archivist/Librarian
When a pressurized glass bottle meets a 

steel hull all pretense of decorum goes out 
the window. Few moments are more can-
did than the shock, surprise and apparent 
trauma of christening a ship. 

The Museum’s extensive California Ship-
building Corporation (Calship) archive in-
cludes photos from the launching ceremony 
of almost every vessel built at the shipyard 
on Terminal Island during WWII. 

After stoic speeches were delivered, well-
timed flashbulbs went off to capture the 
grimacing, flinching and cringing reactions 
to spraying suds. 

To see hundreds of ship christening imag-
es, search our online collections at https://
lamaritimemuseum.pastperfectonline.com.

Liberty ship SS EDMUND 
RANDOLPH, February 1943

Liberty ship SS JAMES M. 
GOODHUE, March 1943

Liberty ship SS WILEY POST, April 1943

Liberty ship SS JOSIAH EARL, 
May 1943

Liberty ship SS AUGUSTIN STAHL, 
January 1944

Victory ship SS SHARON 
VICTORY, June 1944

Liberty ship SS LOUIS 
McLANE, December 1942

Liberty ship SS HORACE SEE, 
October 1943
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Thank You to New and 
Renewing Members!

Office of 
Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Janice Hahn

Patron
Yasuhiko Komorita
Melissa Lovelady
Robert and Rose Santich
Sponsor
Lon and Beckie Bess
John and Esther Brunac
Kenneth Delancey
Anne Doktorczyk
Douglas Dowds and 

Ana Elsa Echeverria
Tom Galbraith and Edna Bay
Matt Gorry
Robert and Dawn Henry
John Linder
Dorothy Matich
Alan and Joann Miyamoto
Paul and Jean Nitchman
Mona Dallas Reddick 

and Robert Reddick
Don and Mary Sloper
Lynette R. Thirloway
Col. John Whitworth, USMC (Ret.)
Family
Frank and Raquel Borden
James and Lisa Davis
Douglas Epperhart
Robert and Carol Hopper
Philip LeVine and Sheri Ross
Sam and Arlene Lollar
Joe and Martha McKinzie
Ralph and Louise Medina
John and Janice Olsen
Paul Petrich, Jr.
Paul and Brigitte Shadle
Bill and Pat Sperberg
Les and Christine Strong
Harry Thomas and Peggy McGraw
Sidney A. Thompson

Individual
Dr. James Brust
Mark Clemente
William J. Collins
Frank Espinosa
Robert Filter
Howard R. Gentry
Steve Lawson
Philip LeVine
Polly Little
Mike O’Connell
Dana Parker
Dianne Petrich Flowers
Maj. Chris Rubacha
David Steybe

Special Donations
Mark and Margaret Falk: 
“Honoring United States Maritime 
Individuals in General, and Charles 
F. Galligan, Specifically”

Dr. Joseph McKenna and Family:
in memory of John P. McKenna, 
USS Los Angeles CA-135

Matt Gorry

Robert and Carol Hopper

Philip LeVine and Sheri Ross

Lynette R. Thirloway

Grant Support

Your support helps the 
Museum continue to 
preserve and share the 
history of the harbor.  
Join or renew today! 
See back page for de-
tails.

Port of Los Angeles, 
Community Investment 
Grant Program

Waterfront
Construction 
Continues

Griffith Construction and the Port 
of Los Angeles are continuing work 
on the new “Town Square” in front of 
the museum. When completed next 
year, the Town Square will include 
a new parking lot and a new public 
restroom building along with addi-
tional courtesy docks for guest boat-
ers on the south side of the museum.  



Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime 
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

 $30 INDIVIDUAL     $45 FAMILY                 $100 SPONSOR

 $250 STEWARD     $500 BENEFACTOR     $1,000 PATRON

 New Membership      Membership Renewal

 Gift Membership

	 I am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

	 I would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name 
	 and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/
	 family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

 My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

	 Check enclosed, payable to:
	 Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Charge my: 

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover Card

________________________________________________
Credit Card Number

_________________________    _____________________
Expiration Date		  CSC code

________________________________________________
Full Name as it Appears on Card

________________________________________________
Signature

 Mr.      Mrs.       Mr. & Mrs.       Ms.       Miss       _________ (other)

______________________________________________________________________________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

______________________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME

______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

______________________________________________________________________________
CITY				    STATE		  ZIP

______________________________________________________________________________
DAYTIME TELEPHONE

______________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS

Support the Maritime Museum Today!

Berth 84
Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro
California 
90731


