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San Pedro, CA 90731

(310) 548-7618
www.lamaritimemuseum.org

Museum Hours:
Temporarily closed for
construction and renovations.
Visit lamaritimemuseum.org
or call (310) 548-7618 for
a list of upcoming events.

Channel Crossings is published by the Friends
of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum. The
Museum is a special facility of the City of Los
Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks,
operating with financial assistance of the
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum,
a 501(c)(3) corporation.

MUSEUM STAFF
Director: Marifrances Trivelli
Archivist/Librarian: Derek Spinei
Curator: Guadalupe Pena
Registrar: Lucy Ruggirello
Park Services Attendants:

Scott Garrabrant, Richard Delos Reyes
Administrative Clerk: Mervet Guindi
Museum Guides:

Amy Epperhart, Nick Schneier, Sara Klak
Maintenance: Lupe Fernandez

FRIENDS OF THE
LOS ANGELES MARITIME MUSEUM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Norman T. Booth, Jr., Anthony DiTucci,
Paul Irving, Paul Nitchman

DEPARTMENT OF
RECREATION AND PARKS
General Manager: Mike Shull
Executive Officer and Chief of Staff:
Anthony-Paul (AP) Diaz, Esq.
Superintendent, Pacific Region: Randy Kelly
Principal Recreation Supervisor II:
Michael Harrison

Director’s Message

By Marifrances Trivelli

Welcome to the behind-the-
scenes issue!

If you have traveled down Har-
bor Boulevard lately, you may be
wondering what is going on near
the Museum.The Port of Los An-
geles began construction of the
“Town Square” in February.

The square is part of a $33 mil-
lion project designed to connect
the downtown harbor (the mari-
na located north of the Museum)
with the future “San Pedro Pub-
lic Market.”

The project includes new landscaping, an overlook, and sew-
er and electrical work all within a few feet of the Museum’s
front door. Due to the complexity of the project, the Museum
closed to the public in February. But while the doors are shut,
there is a lot happening inside those stucco walls!

First, the Museum building is receiving an upgrade to the
fire suppression and plumbing systems. Once that is complet-
ed, staff will be installing new exhibits. The goal is to have
everything completed by the opening of the new Town Square,
approximately the summer of 2021. In the meantime you can
enjoy an interactive “virtual visit” to the Museum 24/7 from
the convenience of your electronic device! Learn more on the
next page.

Despite all of these exciting and welcome improvements, we
do miss seeing all of our visitors. You can keep in touch with
the museum via our social media channels or by joining our
email list. Members of the Friends of the L.A. Maritime Mu-
seum should be receiving these notices automatically, but if
you are not, or if you have changed addresses, send an email
to info@lamaritimemuseum.org or call (310) 548-7618 during
regular business hours.

On behalf of the entire staff, we look forward to welcoming
everyone back next year!

Since the
eastern half of
the Museum
is constructed
over piles,
plumbing
work begins
on a barge.
The Museum’s
tugboat
ANGELS
GATE
observes the
progress.
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Guadalupe Pena, Derek Spinei, and Richard Delos Reyes
carefully relocate a large painting while remaining so-
cially distant. Photo by Scott Garrabrant.

The Museum entrance is fenced off as the Town Square is
built. (Museum photo)

(Courtesy Port of Los Angeles)

Tired of
Waiting
for the
Museum
to Open?
Enjoy a
Virtual
Visit
Today!

Although the Museum is temporarily closed, you can
still visit! Go to lamaritimemuseum.org, and select “Vis-
it.” You will find a link to a 360-virtual tour that includes
both floors of exhibits as well as the research library. The
white circles on the floor indicate spaces where your de-
vice can “zoom” to get a better look at your favorite ar-
tifacts. You can also pan from floor to ceiling, all around
the room!

The tour was developed by Walkthough Productions,
a local company that specializes in real estate listings.
Initially, the project was developed as a way to provide
virtual access to the museum during construction, how-
ever, due to recent stay-at-home orders it became all the
more important to offer virtual experiences.

How it works: it may be surprising to realize that such
a detailed tour was actually filmed by a one-person crew!
The camera is connected to a tablet that creates a de-
tailed digital floor plan as the room is photographed. The
floor plan is presented as part of the tour, allowing users
to select which area of the museum to “visit”.

The 360-virtual tour was funded by a grant from the
Coastal San Pedro neighborhood council, with additional
support from the Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum. It’s the next best thing to being here in person!

The 360 tour was created with
a single camera.

As the Museum
spaces were
photographed,
the software
automatically
created a
digital
floorplan.
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Carnation Cows peek out from the Number 5 hatch aboard
the steamship CUZCO, May 9, 1931. “Carnation Cows”
were Holstein cows bred to produce high-quality milk for
the Carnation Milk Company.

Historic Photographs
Meet Modern Technology

By Amy Epperhart,
Museum Guide and Library Assistant
Over the past year we have digitized many of our pho-
tographic collections and made them available online.You
will find photos of the ISLANDER, historic Port of Los
Angeles, hard hat divers, cargo ships, and much more.
Digitization refers to the process of creating digital cop-
ies of documents and photographs. These digital copies

The shipyard of Garbutt and Walsh produced and main-
tained workboats, ferries and yachts in the early 20th
century. A 1927 view of their Terminal Island yard de-
picts a busy scene including the 78-foot towboat ELEU
(built 1883 in San Francisco, CA), 52-foot Garbutt &
Walsh-built ferry NELEH (built 1918 in Terminal Is-
land, California), and the fishing boat NORTHERN EX-
CHANGE.

While digitizing photos can be a long, tedious, and
sometimes frustrating process, it is also fascinating to
explore the history of the photos themselves and learn
about the people, places, and ships depicted.

Some of the most interesting photos in the L.A. Mari-
time Museum’s collections show the

help preserve the photos and allow mu-
seums to make their collections more
accessible to the public.

So, how do we digitize photos?

Digitizing photos is a multistep pro-
cess that requires patience, adaptabil-
ity, focus, and a very expensive high-
resolution scanner. A catalog record
is created for each photo that includes
information about where the photo is
from, how it is stored, and a descrip-
tion.

Each photo is scanned twice. The
first scan (called the “master file”) is
for preservation and the second scan
(the “service file”), is published online.
Size, condition, and age are important
factors in determining how and at
what resolution each photo is scanned.

Port of Los Angeles and San Pedro
in the early 20th century. The photos
in the Matt Walsh collection, which
range from the 1890s to the 1950s,
offer a look at the evolving scenes of
San Pedro’s waterfront.

It’s not all San Pedro in the muse-
um’s collections, though. Some of the
most unique photos depict subjects
such as show “polo ponies” onboard
the SS COYA and “Carnation cows”
onboard the SS CUZCO, cargo ships
that sailed between San Pedro and
South America.

This is only a small glimpse of the
museum’s vast photographic collec-
tion. Check out the Online Collec-
tions page on our website for more

Smaller photos are usually scanned at

fantastic photos by visiting www.la-

a higher resolution to ensure the file is
large enough for publication.

Scanning a photo will often reveal de-
tails not clearly visible in the physical
photo. Words become more legible and
facial expressions become clearer.

Hollywood producer Hal Roach, best
known for his work with comedians
Laurel and Hardy, was also an expert
polo player. In 1932, Roach arranged
to ship polo ponies from Valparaiso,
Chile to San Pedro aboard the steam-
ship COYA.

maritimemuseum.org and selecting
“Research”!

The Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum Digitization Project was made
possible through the generosity of
the David Weinstein Family.


http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org
http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org
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A Maritime
Day Salute

Each year on May 22, the United
States celebrates National Maritime
Day, recognizing the nation’s mari-
time services and the sacrifices of
merchant mariners in wartime.

This year, Maritime Day took on
additional significance as museum
ships across the country sounded
their horns in a salute to healthcare
workers and first responders.

The Museum’s tugboat ANGELS
GATE joined fellow members of the
Historic Naval Ships Association in
sounding a master’s salute of three
long blasts of five seconds each, fol-
lowed by two short blasts of two sec-
onds each

Participating vessels included the
U.S. Coast Guard bark EAGLE, the
aircraft carrier HORNET, and the
ocean going tugboat JOHN PURVES

Did you know that sounding the
tug’s horn is much more complicated
than honking the horn in your car?
Tug engineer Jim Davis explains:

“The port aux engine (3-71 Detroit
Diesel) is started to power the gener-
ator that powers the air compressor.
For the main engine (EMD 8-567)
we fill the starboard air tank-but the
horn runs off the port air tank, so we
pressure up both to about 150 psi.
On Maritime Day, we started the
both the starboard auxiliary and the
main engine. It takes about thirty to
forty minutes to get everything up
and running!”

You can hear the Angels Gate’s sa-
lute online at https://www.facebook.
com/pg/LAMaritimeMuseum/videos/

Many thanks to the tugboat crew
Jim Davis, Ronnie Golden, Paul
Nitchman, and David Parkinson for
making the salute happen!

Tug Engineer Jim Davis

listening from outside the
wheelhouse as ANGELS GATE’s
horn sounds in honor of healthcare
workers and first responders.
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Not Just Any Tanker!

By Derek Spinei, Archivist/Librarian

The McGuire Terminal Company (Berths 70-71) was a chemical storage
facility in the Port of LA. But how often do you think of alcoholic beverages as
chemicals? Seen in this photo dated July 11, 1959 is the SS ANGELO PETRI
docked at McGuire. It’s a wine tanker that transported grape mash in stain-
less steel tanks for United Vintners from Stockton, California.

America’s first wine tanker, the ANGELO PETRI was built by Kaiser at
Portland, Oregon in 1943 and was originally transported oil as SS SACK-
ETT’S HARBOR. The T2 tanker survived service in the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine during World War II, only to break in two 800 miles south of Adak,
Alaska in 1946. After the stern half was able to limp to safety, it was towed
to Anchorage, Alaska to serve as a power generator for the city until a hydro-
electric dam could be built.

In 1957 a new forward half was attached and it was rechristened ANGELO
PETRI, named after the president of United Vintners. The ANGELO PETRI
made headlines in 1960 when it was hit by a large wave and almost sank with
nearly two million gallons of wine off the coast of San Francisco. The ship
hauled wine under different names until being sold for scrap and broken up
in 1978 in Spain.

Check out our online digital collection of photos to see more from the Mc-
Guire Terminal Company at www.lamaritimemuseum.org/research/online-
collections/.



https://www.lamaritimemuseum.org/research/online-collections/
https://www.lamaritimemuseum.org/research/online-collections/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/LAMaritimeMuseum/videos/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/LAMaritimeMuseum/videos/
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‘How to Keep Fit’

Diet and exercise not work-
ing? Then you probably aren’t
following the lifestyle doctrine
of Sir Francis Chichester, au-
thor of How to Keep Fit by
One Who Never Is as Fit as He
Would Like to Be (1969).

In this wholly unscientific
work, 67-year-old Chichester
explains how he maintains his
glorious physique in just 30
minutes a day. Born in Eng-
land in 1901, Chichester’s fit-
ness acumen was the result of
a lifetime of maladies and sus-

SIR FRANCIS
CHICHESTER

tained injuries.*

Despite these setbacks, he went on to be-
come an airline pilot, the first person to sail
single-handed around the world by the clip-
per route, and the fastest circumnavigator.
For this he was knighted in 1967 by Queen
Elizabeth II with the same sword used to
knight Sir Francis Drake.

Chichester credits “naturopathic treat-
ment” with helping him recover from each
health issue, though he acknowledges that
his success is purely anecdotal. However, it
took him some time to fully accept these al-
ternative practices.

For ten years he suppressed the urge to
stand on his head because he considered it
“a sign of incipient eccentricity.” He once ate
half a sheep in a week. The physical conse-
quences prompted him to become a vegetar-

strain.”

“This in-

Exercise 2:
hibits the spasm in
the lung which causes
a choking feeling or
shortness of breath.”

By Derek Spinei,
Archivist/Librarian

® “Good eyesight is rare
without a supple neck
and a pliant upper spine.”

¢ “The incessant effort of
trying to force the
eyeballs into a different
shape is too great a

But lest one think Chich-
ester adheres only in his
own regimen, he also en-
thusiastically partakes in
ice dancing, shadow box-
ing, shooting and fishing.
Following the exercises is

a discussion Exercise 6: “You can feel
of the author’s worry oozing away as you
fasting experi- Stay inverted.”

ences.

“I find that if I have delayed a needed fast
too long, I get a furry white tongue.” Once he
gets this signal, he makes some medically
unsound choices. “I do without any drink at
all for thirty-six hours except for one glass of
wine which I will explain later.”

Chichester died three years after the pub-
lication of this book. Given his near endless
brushes with death, it’s a wonder he lived to
be 70. If you’re looking for an alternative to
pilates or Bikram yoga, How to Keep Fit will
be waiting for you here in the Research Li-
brary when we reopen to the public.

And remember, “If you have any phlegm
or mucus in your

1an.

“I would like to be as fit as a tiger in the prime of life,”
begins this guidebook that takes the reader through 21
exercises plus advice on diet and fasting. Photos dem-

Exercise 4: “You may well be confident
that you have here the best preventive
of a pot belly or of constipation.”

onstrating each
movement were
taken aboard the
MV PORT NEL-
SON while on
passage to New
Zealand in 1968.
Peppered
throughout these
instructions
are examples of
Chichester’s bril-
liant philosophy:

¢ “I am sure it is against nature to do any exercise unless

forced to it.”

¢ “Lungs are very important because one cannot feel
well if they are not functioning properly.”

lungs [Exercise 1] will start
you coughing until this stuff
is expelled just as waves cast
flotsam on to a beach.”

* These include, but are not
limited to mumps, adder
bite, aspirin allergy, 40-foot
fall out of an oak tree, rheu-
matism, nervous exhaustion,
falling into a bomb crater
while jogging, attacked by
a 17-foot octopus, tip of a
finger torn off, plane crash,
gallstones, severe myopia
and astigmatism, dyspepsia,
catarrh, slipped disc, broke

Exercise 13, Ear Exercise:
“Insert the tip of the small
finger into each ear and
wiggle it for five seconds
so as to make a drum-
ming sound.”

ankle, asthma, chronic arthritis, pleurisy, lung abscess,
pneumonia, bronchitis, bursitis, duodenal ulcer, and a
missing kidney. He attributes most afflictions to “emo-

tional stress.”
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Upcoming

Events
August 2020

“Wilmington Transportation
Company” exhibit opening
August 1, 10:00 a.m., The Banning
Museum, 401 East M Street,
Wilmington A new exhibit presented
by the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum chronicling the early years
of the Wilmington Transportation
Company. Admission is free.

September 2020

Presentation by Olaf Engvig,
Author of “The Ships That Built
the West” / September 12, 1:00 p.m.,
Malaga Cove Library Gallery Room,
2400 Via Campesina, Palos Verdes
Estates Maritime historian, boat
builder, author and sailor Olaf
Enguig introduces the history of the
“Scandinavian Navy,” its impact

on the U.S. lumber trade, and his
30-year fight against vandals and
bureaucracy to save one of the last
lumber schooners. Admission is free.
Enguig's book may be purchased at
enguig.com.

January 2021

January 24, 2021 2:00 pm Pre-
sentation by Mark Rozelle, “Be-
side the L.A. River: The Story
of Early Los Angeles Pioneers”
Torrance Historical Society, 1345
Post Avenue, Torrance 90501
Learn how the Rozelles overcame
droughts, floods, earthquakes,

and the Great Depression, as the
river brought them both wealth and
tribulation. Sponsored by the Tor-
rance Historical Society and the Los
Angeles Maritime Museum.

April 2021
Annual Lego Shipbuilding
Contest / April 10, &
T
e -

2021, 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., Cabrillo
Beach Bathhouse, |
3800 Stephen M. White — )

Drive, San Pedro —Q

Thank You to New and
Renewing Members!

Chris and Debbie Anderson* Captain Mike and Van Jessner*

Marie M. Ammer* Allen and Dottie Lay™
Xavier and Julia Aranda John A. Maleta*

Richard and Eve Bergstrom* Anthony and Anna Marie
Yvonne Bogdanovich* Martinovich

Brien Butler* Homer Meek

Lonnie Cope Isa-Kae Meskin

Donna Cottrell and Midori Sanchez Thomas McClung

Mark Davis Charles and Maria Orr*
Vincent and Carolyn DiLeva David Reid and Patricia Ing
Olaf and Mona Engvig Val Schnabl*

Prof. Karl Squitier*
Don and Carol Swenson*
George Edward Weiss*

Captain E. Norman George
and Suzanne George™
James and Rebecca Gifford*

Steve and Lisa Hansen* Carolyn Whitt
Chuck and Anna Hawley Gary and Nancy Young™
Paul Irving and Carla Sedlacek* Nicholas Young

* denotes “Sponsor” level or above. Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum who join or renew at the sponsor level or above receive enhanced member
benefits, including reciprocal passes to over 90 maritime museums in North
America.

Special Donations

Anonymous — “For wherever it is needed most”

Marie Ammer, in Memory of Gunnar Overall

The Bergstrom Family Trust, Recognizing Cyril Provo Hubert, Ship Builder
Brien Butler

Robert F. and Carol L. Hopper

Karen Bernatt Piontkowski, in Memory of Kathryn Bernatt

Betty Tobin, in honor of Ron Tobin

United Radio Amateur Club — K6AA

Grant Support

o Loy
f %‘. Office of
B8 < Los Angeles County
Supervisor Janice Hahn

COASTAL
SAN PEDRO

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

T

and Marifrances Trivelli, Director of
the Los Angeles Maritime Museum
as they take us on a surprising jour-
ney through the two very different
histories of these neighboring lights.
The talk is free to the public and is
sponsored by the Friends of the Los
Angeles Maritime Museum.

September 2021

Presentation: “A Tale of Two
Lighthouses” / September 12,
2021 @ 2:00 pm, Miraleste Library,
29089 Palos Verdes Drive East,
Rancho Palos Verdes Los Angeles
Harbor is home to two lighthouses:
the Point Fermin Lighthouse and
the Los Angeles Harbor Lighthouse
(known as Angels Gate Light). Join
Kristen Heather, Director of the
Point Fermin Lighthouse Museum

Note: Each event is subject to change
or cancellation and updates will be
posted at www.lamaritimemuseum.
org or call (310) 548-7618 to confirm.
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SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

[] l'am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

r
I
I
I
I
: (L1830 INDIVIDUAL  []$45 FAMILY [1$100 SPONSOR [] I'would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name
D $250 STEWARD |:| $500 BENEFACTOR |:| $1 ,000 PATRON and.address of my frien(I/famin member. Please send a letter to my friend/
| family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.
: (] New Membership  [_]Membership Renewal []My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.
| (] Gift Membership (M [Jwrs. [ IMmr.&Mrs. [ Mms. [ miss [ ] (other)
| PAYMENT OPTIONS:
| NAME (PLEASE PRINT)
|:| Check enclosed, payable to:
| Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum
I Charge my: SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME
| []visa [ ] MasterCard [_] American Express [_] Discover Card
| ADDRESS
| Credit Card Number
I CITY STATE 7P
| Expiration Date CSC code
: FulTName as it Appears on Card DAYTIME TELEPHONE
| Signature E-MAIL ADDRESS



