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Director’s Message

By Marifrances Trivelli

I recently came across an inspirational
maxim—“Since you can’t change the di-
rection of the wind, adjust your sails.”
That’s pretty obvious advice for sailors,
and it’s a timely maxim at the Museum
right now as well.

As I am sure you have heard by now,
the upcoming creation of a promenade
and “Town Square” will bring the new-
est harbor construction project to our front door. Fencing will
block the entrance, while new landscaping, sewers, piers, park-
ing lots, and public restrooms are built.

These are all worthwhile and long-anticipated projects, but
the accompanying safety concerns have led the Port of Los An-
geles (the Museum’s landlord) to close to the museum building
to the public for approximately two years.

And here is where the sail adjustment comes in. The Mu-
seum is going “on the road” and the staff and volunteers will be
far from idle during construction.

To start, although the building is closed to the public, the
staff and volunteers will continue to work onsite. We will be
busy creating new exhibits, and upgrading some familiar fa-
vorites. In addition, the Museum’s photo collection will con-
tinue to be scanned and posted on line.

We’ll also be sharing our collections through offsite exhibits,
the first of which will open at the Banning Museum in Au-
gust. Future venues will include the USS Iowa, Point Fermin
Lighthouse, and the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium. We have an
exciting lineup of guest speakers, and programs, and our popu-
lar Lego Shipbuilding Contest will take place at the Cabrillo
Beach Bathhouse in April.

While all of this is going on, the Museum building (a former
ferry terminal built in 1941 and listed on the National Register
of Historic Places) will receive upgrades to the fire suppres-
sion, plumbing, and boilers, helping to ensure that this historic
building can continue to welcome visitors well into the future.

You’'ll find the Museum represented at various community
events, including Whale of a Day, Fleet Week, the Civil War
Technology Fair, Sea Fair, and City of Stem. (Check the Mu-
seum’s website regularly for updates and more details.)

We've adjusted the sails but we still need your help during
this journey. Here’s what you can do: first, share this column
with your friends. Many people may assume that the opera-
tions are shut down, when the opposite is true. Please help us
spread the word.

Next, visit us at our offsite exhibits, or attend one of our com-
munity events. Do you have an idea for a presentation or part-
nership? Let us know.

And finally, many thanks to all of you who have continued
to renew your financial support, or who have provided in-kind
help this past year. Thanks to you, the Museum will continue
to serve the community in new and innovative ways.
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Meet the New Curator!

In January, the Museum wel-
comed Guadalupe Pena as its new
curator.

Guadalupe brings many years of
Museum experience in curatorial,
education, and outreach programs,
and her past work experience in-
cluded staff positions at the Drum
Barracks Civil War Museum, the
Banning Residence Museum, and
the Museum of Latin American Art.

Guadalupe was responsible for
the installation of the Maritime Mu-
seum’s exhibit “Taminaru: A Day
in the Life of a Japanese American
Fishing Village. She earned her
M.A. in History from California
State University, Los Angeles. Wel-
come, Guadalupe!

How did you first become inter-
ested in the museum field?

I was volunteering for “Relay for
Life” when I was 16, and was work-
ing in the same booth as Susan Ogle
(the former director of the Drum
Barracks Museum). I was already
interested in history. Susan invited

me to volunteer there at the Drum
Barracks Museum, and I was hired
as a Museum Guide after I gradu-
ated high school.

What is the most enjoyable part
of being a curator?

Exhibits. Working on exhibits and

then seeing the response from visi-
tors. That’s what I really like—see-
ing people’s reactions.
You arrived at the Maritime Mu-
seum just in time for the build-
ing to be closed to the public for
a major construction project.
What you will be working on dur-
ing that time?

Everything! We have lots of arti-
fact-related projects, and I am also
developing satellite exhibits. The
first one will open at the Banning
Museum in August and focuses on
the Wilmington Transportation
Company. I will also be helping with
offsite programs during the year.

I remember as a child visiting the
Maritime Museum on Sundays with
my family. We would go to church,

L.A. Harbor
International

Film Festival

The L.A. Harbor International
Film Festival is set for March
12-15 at the historic Warner
Grand Theatre, San Pedro.

Of special interest to the mar-
itime community are the docu-
mentaries: On the Waterfront
(discussing an environmentally-
sensitive approach to waterfront
development) and Artifishal (ad-
dressing conservation issues in
the salmon hatchery industry).

The full program is on the
festival website, www.laharbor-
filmfest.com and members of the
Friends of the LA Maritime Mu-
seum receive special discounts
on select tickets.

See you at the movies!

have lunch, and then walk down to
the Museum.

The kids would sit on the anti-
aircraft gun that was right in front.
Now, as the museum’s curator, I
would like to do more to welcome
Spanish-speaking visitors.

What would surprise people the
most about museum work?

(Laughs) How much time is spent
in front of a computer! Research,
writing, collections management
software, emails. Then when it’s
time for the exhibit installation you
leave your desk and don’t come back
for a long time.

What advice do you have for
someone who is thinking about
becoming a curator?

Formal education is required, but
you need experience on the ground.
Just having a Ph.D is not going to
give you the skills you need. You
need experience. Get internships to
get your foot in the door.

Anything else you would like
readers to know?

When I lived in Washington state, I
did not have the opportunity to visit
Disneyland. But now, it’s one of my
favorite places, and a family thing—
we spend lots of time there together.

I am very excited to be here!

Opening August 1, 2020 at the
Banning Residence Museum:
The Wilmington
Transportation Company,
presented by the Los Angeles
Maritime Museum.
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Harbor History nght Before Your Eyes

Art handlers from Crozier Fine Arts carefully remove the
mural that had been glued to the wall decades earlier.

Most people do not visit a doctor to learn more about
the history of the harbor, but until recently, that was ex-
actly the case for patients of San Pedro optometrist Mi-
chael J. J. O’Brien, Jr.

In October, the Museum staff received a call from Dr.
O’Brien’s office. The doctor was retiring and wanted to
find an appropriate home for the five- by 12-foot mural
that had been displayed in the waiting room for many
decades. Would the Museum be interested? YES!

The mural depicts an aerial view of the port of Los
Angeles, circa 1947, and is in surprisingly good shape
considering its age and the fact that countless patients
spent time pointing out landmarks and the location of
their homes and boats.

It took a four-person crew from Crozier Fine Arts to
remove the mural safely and transport it to the Museum
where it will be cataloged and preserved for future dis-
play.

Many thanks to Dr. O’Brien and his staff for entrusting
the mural to the Los Angeles Maritime Museum.

org/event/legos2020/

Save the Date!

The Fourth Annual Lego Shipbuild-
ing Contest will be held on Saturday,
April 25. Due to construction in and
around the Museum, this year’s contest
will be held at the Cabrillo Beach Bath-
house, 3800 Stephen M. White Drive,
in San Pedro. Builders of all ages and
ability levels are invited to this free
and fun event. For more information,
visit https://www.lamaritimemuseum.

Gary Florin photo
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The Ships That Built the West

by David Luyben

(The following was adapted from the winter 2019-2020
issue of Scandinavian Press and published with permis-
sion)

During the 19th century, sailors from Norway, Den-
mark, Finland, Iceland, and Sweden (known collectively
as the “Scandinavian Navy”) realized the value of the
magnificent trees common to America’s Pacific Coast. As
demand for lumber continued to grow, they realized it
would be less expensive to ship lumber along the coast
than to retrieve and transport wood from the inland for-
ests. Mills were set up on the Redwood Coast north of
San Francisco. During the 1850s Gold Rush, the demand
for housing exploded. Soon there was a mill in every
gulch and a loading ramp at every coastal indentation
that could provide deep waters and some protection from
the ocean.

The men of the Scandinavian Navy were a special
breed of seafarers. They were skilled sailors, difficult to
replace, and were known to be reliable and trustworthy.
Heavy railroad ties and bundles of long lumber needed
strong and able men to land the loads safely, stow them
quickly and secure them properly, and the “Scandina-
vian Navy” was up to the challenge.

In the lumber trade, voyages were usually short, allow-
ing sailors to settle in and around San Francisco and to
start families. Captains and crews of the Scandinavian
Navy on lumber schooners were able to see their families
quite often as compared to sailors working on vessels in
worldwide trade. The pay was twice the salary of deep
water sailors, mainly because the men also collected a
longshoreman salary due to their handling of the cargo.

The 1920s saw a major development that contributed
to the decline of the old ways of taking care of cargo trans-
portation and passenger traffic on the coast. Automobiles
on inland roads were taking over. The railroad took care
of the bulk and heavy cargo. Roads along the coast pro-
vided simple and speedy transportation. The slow and
rocky voyages on a ship fighting the waves of the Pacific
Ocean were gone.

The stock market crash of 1929, resulted in the decline
of the Scandinavian Navy, due to the severe reduction
in production throughout the industrialized world. Dur-
ing the economic depression that followed, many steam
schooners were converted to serve different projects,
leaving many of the remaining lot to be sold abroad. Of-
ficers and sailors were forced to find other work.
Vaerdalen - Norway’s Last Lumber Schooner

The world’s last existing lumber schooner was built in
Norway in 1891. Using plans from wooden Pacific Coast
steam schooners, the Veerdalen was built of iron and
steel, thus saving more space for lumber in the hold. In
the 1890s, steel was quickly surpassing iron as the ship-
building material of choice, and historians believe that
Veerdalen was the last ship to be built in Norway with

Newburg loadmg lumber. (Los Angeles Maritime Muse-
um Collection)

The vandalized erdalen awaits rescue. (Olaf Engvlg
photo)

iron. With a steam-driver propeller, Vaerdalen was certi-
fied to carry 32,000 board feet of lumber along with gen-
eral cargo, mail, and passengers.

After working for 86 years, Veerdalen was abandoned
and scheduled to be filled with rocks and used as a break-
water. Maritime historian, boatbuilder, author and sailor
Olaf Engvig would spend the next three decades fighting
vandals and bureaucracy in order to save Veerdalen.

Find out the fates of Veerdalen and her sister ships on Sat-
urday, March 14 at 1:00 p.m., when Olaf Engvig presents
“The Ships That Built the West.” This special presenta-
tion will take place at the Malaga Cove Library, 2400 Via
Campesina, in Palos Verdes Estates. Admission is free.
The event is sponsored by the Friends of the Los Angeles
Maritime Museum with grant funding from the office of
Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn.

Visit lamaritimemuseum.org for more information or call
(310) 548-7618.
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Library Collection
Benefits from
Thoughtful Donations

The last issue of Channel Cross-
ings included a library “wish list” of
titles. Several generous donors con-
tacted the Museum shortly after the
list was published.

First, Mr. Bill Sperberg, a long-
time member of the Friends of the
Los Angeles Maritime Museum, to
offered to sponsor the entire list with
the understanding that each title
would bear a bookplate honoring his
father, the late Captain Lester W.
Sperberg, USNR.

Mr. Richard Lindsey donated
funds earmarked for future library
acquisitions. Mr. Frank Borden, a
retired L.A. City firefighter, donated
a copy of The Maids of the Mist: Fire-
boats and the History of Fire Protec-
tion at the Port of Los Angeles.

The Friends of the Los Angeles
Maritime Museum extend special
thanks to each of these generous li-
brary donors.

If you would like to support the re-
search library, contact the Museum
director, Marifrances Trivelli at
(310) 548-7618, ext 201.
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Who Says Research
Has to Be Dull?

By Derek Spinei, Archivist

Most book titles are meant to be informative,
sound interesting, or draw attention. Some book
titles are just silly. Our library has a surprising
number of the latter.

Often abbreviated as Sailors Sailors, George
Goldsmith Carter wrote a book called Sailors Sail-
ors Sailors Sailors Sailors Sailors Sailors. It is
mostly about sailors.

The publishers of The Stripper’s Guide to Canoe-
Building by David Hazen must have had a hunch
that “Canoe-Building With Epoxy Resin” wouldn’t
fly off the shelves in quite the same way.

Other goofy titles include I Married a Boat by Ani-
tra Marsland, If the Boss Calls, I'm in a Sails Meet-
ing: Confessions of a Boataholic by Judith Archer,
Those Vulgar Tubes by Joe J. Simmons III, Women
and Children Last by Alexander Crosby Brown,
the curious God Was an Atheist Sailor by Burgess
Cogill, and John W. Trimmer’s How to Avoid Huge
Ships, winner of the 1992 Diagram Prize, an annual
award for oddest book title.

Should you be in the mood for boatbuilding, we
have Popular Mechanics’ wholesome Build a Boat
for Pleasure or Profit: It’s
Easy to Build Your Own
Boat, and the rather un-
believable Instant Boats
by Harold H. Payson.

With the temporary clo-
sure of our museum, all
are still welcome to visit
the Research Library by
appointment. =~ Whether
you are looking for a book
on underwater photogra-
phy or the existence of sea
serpents, we've got you
covered!

T i
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Thank You to Our New
and Renewing Members!

PATRON

Susann Norton

BENEFACTOR
Jack and Midge Trost

STEWARD

Jerry and Carol Aspland
Tom Grove

Richard Lindsey

SPONSOR

John and Esther Brunac

Brien Butler

Louis and Suzanne Dominguez
Michael Galindo and Mary Jung
Robert Grossman

Melissa Lovelady

Ron and Terry Mack

Dolores Matich

Captain Jackson and Edie Pearson
William Thompson

FAMILY
Xavier and Julia Aranda
George and Susan Bell
Anthony and Karen Coppola
Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
Sherri Ross and Phillip Levine
Don and Bobbie Pico
Michael Marcellus Tirella

and Hortensia Gomez-Tirella

Mr. and Mrs. John Robert White, Jr.

The Friends of the Los Angeles
Maritime Museum thank
Associated Foundations of
Pasadena for its support of
staff professional development.

INDIVIDUAL

Hon. Stephen Blount
Arlene Kageyama Chikami
Linda Howat

James E. Kokalj
John F. Linder
Sandra Lindsey
Elaine McAteer
Mark A. Nelson
Dennis Niles
Thomas Penderghast
Ralph Preciado
Paula Reuben

Janet Stevens

Pat Trutanich

SPECIAL DONATIONS
Char Arno
Brien H. Butler
Michael Galindo and Mary Jung
in memory of Gwendolyn Metzger
Janis Gertsch
honoring Ron Tobin in
support of tugboat Angels Gate
Don and Mary Sloper
Betty Tobin
honoring Ron Tobin in
support of tugboat Angels Gate
Ronne Thompson
honoring Ron Tobin in
support of tugboat Angels Gate

GRANT FUNDING
Office of Los Angeles County
Supervisor Janice Hahn

DONATIONS IN SUPPORT
OF THE MUSEUM LIBRARY
Frank Borden
Richard Lindsey
Sperberg Family

in honor of Les Sperberg

GRANT FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY

OUTREACH DURING CONSTRUCTION QOF 105 4

COASTAL
SAN PEDRO

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

e ]
CAypor®

Los Angeles County
Supervisor Janice Hahn

Many thanks to all
those who generously
donated in response
to the 2019 Year-End
Campaign:

Art and Irene Almeida
Richard Bergstrom
Yanny Billing
Joseph Chartier
Warren Cutting
William and Birgit Dahlquist
James and Lisa Davis
Ken Delancey
Anne Doktorczyk
Cheryl Doty
in memory of Isaac “Ike” Allen
Baker, USN
John and Kim Engh
in memory of Torrance
and Tina Parker
Frank and Jan Espinosa
Foremen’s Union Local 94
Lillian Garrison
Kurt and Dara Golden
Ben Halfon
Robert and Dawn Henry
Becky Johns and Paul Gommi
Ben Halfon
James and Carol Higgs
Derek and Mary Ann Kendall
Yasuhiko Komorita
in memory of Cleo Komorita
Sheldon and Cristina Levinson
Dolores Matich
Homer Meek
Alan and Joann Miyamoto
Bill and Dorothy Myers
Paul and Grace Nielsen
Paul and Jean Nitchman
Charles and Maria Orr
Paul Petrich
Ralph and Imelda Preciado
Gloria Radmilovich
Val Schnabl
Francis X. Segura
Betty Tobin
Harry Thomas
Ronne Thompson
Carolyn Whitt
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SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

[] l'am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

r
I
I
I
I
: (L1830 INDIVIDUAL  []$45 FAMILY [1$100 SPONSOR [] I'would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name
D $250 STEWARD |:| $500 BENEFACTOR |:| $1 ,000 PATRON and.address of my frien(I/famin member. Please send a letter to my friend/
| family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.
: (] New Membership  [_]Membership Renewal []My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.
| (] Gift Membership (M [Jwrs. [ IMmr.&Mrs. [ Mms. [ miss [ ] (other)
| PAYMENT OPTIONS:
| NAME (PLEASE PRINT)
|:| Check enclosed, payable to:
| Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum
I Charge my: SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME
| []visa [ ] MasterCard [_] American Express [_] Discover Card
| ADDRESS
| Credit Card Number
I CITY STATE 7P
| Expiration Date CSC code
: FulTName as it Appears on Card DAYTIME TELEPHONE
| Signature E-MAIL ADDRESS



