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Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

As we draw closer to the beginning of 
the construction of the “Town Square”, 
the staff is receiving lots of questions 
from the community, so I have decided to 
use this column to address the frequently 
asked questions about Museum opera-
tions during the temporary closure:
Why is the Museum closing for two 
years?

The Port of Los Angeles (the Museum’s landlord) is currently 
renovating the waterfront. The next phase of this project is a 
$36 million “Town Square” and promenade that will be built 
directly in front of the Museum’s entrance. Due to the Port’s 
safety concerns, the Museum will be closed to the public for ap-
proximately two years beginning sometime in January, 2020.
What will happen to the staff and volunteers?

Though the building will be closed to the general public, the 
museum staff and volunteers will continue to work inside the 
Museum. We have many exhibits and artifact-related projects 
requiring our attention. In addition, the Port will be starting 
some long-awaited infrastructure improvements to our 78-year 
old building, which is on the National Register of Historic Plac-
es. We can’t wait to show you all of the improvements when we 
re-open! 
What about the artifacts, exhibits, radio room and tug-
boat?

All will stay in place and will be cared for by staff and vol-
unteers during the closure. The radio room operators will con-
tinue to transmit from K6AA inside the Museum. The crew of 
the Angels Gate tugboat will continue their regular main-
tenance schedule. 
What about the Research Library?

The Museum archivist will continue to be available to assist 
researchers, and the ongoing digitization project will continue. 
How do I find out what is going on during the closure?

The Museum’s website, www.lamaritimemusuem.org, will 
have regular updates. Or you can call us at 310-548-7618. We 
also plan to post behind the scenes features on the Museum’s 
YouTube Channel, and we will be hosting programs and ex-
hibits at various locations in the community. So please keep in 
touch, and thank you for your support!

Channel
	 Crossings

Rendering of the planned “Town Square” to be constructed out-
side the Museum. The project will also include free-standing 
public restrooms and a large parking lot. (Image courtesy Port 
of Los Angeles)
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L.A. Fleet Week has become an annual tradition, and the Museum wel-
comed record crowds during this year’s event, held on Labor Day Weekend. 
Active duty Navy and Coast Guard ships provided public tours, along with 
equipment demonstrations and military flyovers.

In addition to offering extended hours, the Museum staff operated a booth 
during the STEM expo in the cruise terminal, interacting with visitors who 
were preparing to board the ships. Booth visitors received free museum pass-
es, learned more about the museum, enjoyed the opportunity to try hands-on 
displays, and even took selfies with a giant cutout of a deep sea diver! 

Continuing the observance of Labor Day, a group of World War II female 
shipyard workers rang the USS Los Angeles Bell outside the Museum in 
honor of all of their fellow “Rosie the Riveters”. The bell ringing was part of 
a nationwide effort to recognize and thank women who helped to build 
ships for national defense.

Thousands Visit Museum 
During Fleet Week 2019

A card-
board 
anchor 
is just 
the right 
height for 
a selfie.

(Museum 
photos)

The crew of the landing ship Comstock mans the rails as it prepares to 
transit Los Angeles Harbor. Visiting ships included the littoral combat 
ship Tulsa, the guided missile destroyer Spruance, mine countermea-
sures ship Scout and Coast Guard Cutters Forrest Rednour and Alert.  
(Navy Times photo)

A toddler portrays a deep sea diver.

Former World War II shipbuilders pose with 
current ILWU dockworkers paying tribute 
on Labor Day.

Members of the Young Marines try the Semaphore flags.
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By Derek Spinei, Archivist
The L.A. Maritime Museums’ Research Library 

strives to provide a comprehensive collection related 
to the history of the Port of Los Angeles. However, 
since our collection has primarily grown through the 
donation of books, there are a few important titles 
that have yet to grace these shelves. 

The following is a list of books that would comple-
ment our collection. If you would like to donate your 
copy of any of them or sponsor the library’s purchase 
of any, you will receive a tax-deduction and the op-
portunity to have a custom bookplate honoring the 
person of your choice. 

Please contact Derek Spinei (310-548-7618, spin-
ei@lamaritimemuseum.org) with any questions.

The Taking of K-129: How the CIA Used Howard 
Hughes to Steal a Russian Sub in the Most Dar-
ing Covert Operation in History. 
By Josh Dean (2017) $15

The Divinhood. By Peter Jackson (2015) $25

The Maids of the Mist, Fireboats and the History 
of Fire Protection at the Port of Los Angeles. 
By Dave Cox (2014) $50

Communists on the Waterfront. 
By Herb Tank (1946) $10

Work on the Waterfront. 
By William Finlay (1988) $18

The Port of Los Angeles. 
By Jane Sprague (2009) $17

Port Los Angeles: A Phenomenon of the Rail-
road Era. By Ernest Marquez (1975) $38

Destination Los Angeles. 
By Dianne M. MacMillan (1997) $18

The Library is Growing,
and Here’s How You Can Help!
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USS Los Angeles SSN-688 was the fourth US Navy vessel to be named 
after the City of Los Angeles. Launched in 1974, Los Angeles was the lead 
boat in the Los Angeles Class of fast attack nuclear submarines. After over 
30 years patrolling the Pacific, Los Angeles was decommissioned in the 
Port of Los Angeles in 2010. The boat was scrapped in Bremerton, Wash-
ington, but artifacts including cabinetry, berths, and the ship’s bell are on 
loan from the U.S. Navy and are the centerpieces of the new exhibit: USS 
Los Angeles SSN-688.  

The exhibit includes build-outs of the crew’s mess (dining area) and 
bunks, as well as an interactive timeline and videos. Former Los Angeles 
sailors donated personal items and photographs that are key to relating 
the human story of the “silent service.”

Many thanks to exhibit designer Christa Bartels (Bartels Design), 
Graphic Designer Susan Tanigawa and Audio-Video specialist Mark 
Fowle (Signal-Innova) and Ironwood Fabrication of Glendale, CA.
Special Thanks to the Exhibit Sponsors:

Associated Foundations
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Employees Community Fund of Boeing
Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council
Port of Los Angeles

New Submarine Exhibit is Launched

SSN-688 Sonarman Jeffrey Smithson and his wife Barbara in 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii in the 1980s with the submarine in the back-
ground. Smithson donated his photographs, uniform, and memen-
toes of his service to the Museum. At right, the Smithsons on a re-
cent visit to the Museum.

With the Angels Gate lighthouse in the 
background, LOS ANGELES arrives at 
the Port of Los Angeles on December 7, 
2006.  It was the first port call the sub-
marine made to its namesake city.

Exhibit Designer Christa Bartels, Mu-
seum Director Marifrances Trivelli, 
Graphic Designer Susan Tanigawa, 
and Audio Video Specialist Mark Fowle 
celebrate at the exhibit’s opening in 
July.

A detailed cutaway and interactive timeline 
along with the actual berthing racks convey the 
history of SSN-688.
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By Nicholas Schneier, Museum Guide
Visitors entering the Museum’s Navy Hall are immedi-

ately greeted by a dramatic mural depicting aircraft car-
ries and aircraft in action. The artist, George Ferguson, 
was well-known in the ports of Los Angeles and Long 
Beach in the 1930s and 1940s, and the Navy Hall has 
three Ferguson murals currently on display.  

The mural was created for the Fleet Locker Club of 
Long Beach, but the 
ships and aircrafts were 
unidentified. I embarked 
upon a research project 
to determine if the scene 
was a fanciful rendering 
or a representation of ac-
tual aircraft and vessels 
in the harbor.

The mural depicts one 
Lexington-class and two 
Yorktown-class aircraft 
carriers. The distinctive large black stripe on the funnel 
of the Lexington-class carrier identifies it as USS Sara-
toga. The central Yorktown-class carrier flies a large flag 
bearing the number “6” which identifies it as USS Enter-
prise, CV-6. The identity of the third carrier is either the 
class leader Yorktown or the sister vessel Hornet. It took 
an examination of the aircraft to determine the identity 
of the third carrier.

The three carrier-borne types of aircraft included in the 
mural are two scout bombers (The SB2U Vindicator and 
the SBC Helldiver), and one fighter, (an F2A Buffalo). 
None were standard issue when war broke out in Decem-
ber 1941, having been replaced with the SBD Dauntless 
and F4F Wildcat, respectively.  The presence of the Vin-

Mysteries of the Mural Revealed!
dicator and Helldiver means the mural depicts activity 
prior to America’s entry into World War II.

This theory is confirmed by the inclusion of the F2A 
Buffalo. First assigned to Saratoga in December of 1939, 
it was used by Saratoga, Lexington, Yorktown, and En-
terprise through 1940, but by the end of 1940 had been 
replaced by the F4F Wildcat. This narrows the possible 

date of the mural from 
the end of 1939 to the end 
of 1940.

With this realization, 
we can positively identify 
the third carrier in the 
mural: while Hornet was 
commissioned in 1941 
and served in the Atlan-
tic until early 1942, Yor-
ktown was commissioned 
in 1937 and spent most 

of her pre-war service in the Pacific. Given the fact that 
Hornet was not yet commissioned when the Navy operat-
ed the F2A Buffalo, the third carrier in the mural is iden-
tified as USS Yorktown. Given the fact that all three car-
riers in the depicted in the mural--Saratoga, Yorktown, 
and Enterprise--were assigned to the Pacific Fleet and 
thus would have been easily viewed by Mr. Ferguson, it 
seems likely that the mural is an actual representation of 
ships and aircraft operating out of the Long Beach Navy 
Yard during 1940. 
Nicholas Schneier is a Museum Guide at the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum, and the Education Department Lead 
at the Battleship IOWA Museum. He has a M.A. in Amer-
ican History from George Mason University.

Thanks to a grant from 
the Port of Los Angles 
Community Investment 
Program, the Maritime 
Museum has a new online 
look, designed by Long 
Beach Web Design. Visit 
www.lamaritimemuseum.org 
to plan your visit, view the 
collections on line, learn 
about volunteering, and find 
out about upcoming events!

Have You Seen the Museum’s New Website?



Autumn 2019	 Channel Crossings	 7

Special
Donations
Betty Tobin, in honor of Ron Tobin 
Art and Irene Almeida
Brian Butler
Lillian Garrison
Polly Little
Tony and Anna Marie Martinovich
Bill and Pat Sperberg

Thank You to Our New 
and Renewing Members!
Patron
Japan Business Association
Terminal Islanders Club
Robert and Rose Santich

benefactor
Don and Carol Swenson

Sponsor
Char Arno
Rev. Kempton and 

Isabel Baldridge
Dr. James Brust
Paul and Patricia Emory
Matt Gorry
Eleanor Grossman
Robert and Dawn Henry
Yasuhiko Komorita
Thomas and Annie Laskey
Sheldon and Cristina Levinson
Richard A. Lindsey
Alan and Joann Miyamoto
Andrew and Nancy Parleto
Bill Rankel
Robert Reddick and 

Mona Dallas Reddick
Don and Mary Sloper

Did You 
Know... 
that as a member 
of the Friends of 
the LA Maritime 
Museum (Sponsor 
level and above) 
you can enjoy free admission at 
over 80 maritime museums? 
See the back page for details! 

Family
Art and Irene Almeida
James Davis and Lisa Waldbaum
Vincent and Carolyn DiLeva
Jack and Julie Faucett
Lillian Garrison
Eugene and Joyce Koehler
Polly Little
Ralph and Louise Medina
Benjamin and Adrienne Merritt
John and Janice Olsen
Bill and Pat Sperberg
Sid Thompson
Betty Tobin

Individual
Robert Filter
Howard Gentry
Richard Henke
Elaine McAteer
Mark Nelson
Dianne Petrich Flowers
Mark Reynolds
Sheri Ross
David Steybe
Joe Strapac A Happy Arrival

Last month, Richard Delos Reyes 
of the Museum staff and his wife 
Danielle welcomed their second 
daughter, Arya Hajenian Delos 
Reyes. Her name is Sanskrit for “of 
a wise and noble character”, and her 
older sister Akira is very pleased 
that she is here! Congratulations to 
the Delos Reyes Family!

When you visit a museum store, you 
are shopping a selection of goods that 
you often cannot find anywhere else. 

All proceeds from the shop directly 
support Museum activities, so by buy-
ing a gift from a museum store, you 
are helping the Museum as well.  

On Sunday, December 1, from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum’s Sea Chest Mu-
seum Shop will join more than 1,200 
Museum Stores representing all 50 
states, 15 countries and four conti-
nents by celebrating Museum Store 
Sunday.  

Be sure to stop by the Sea Chest to 
finish your holiday shopping and en-
joy special discounts while supporting 
your favorite Maritime Museum! 

December 1 is 
Museum Store Sunday



Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime 
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

 $30 INDIVIDUAL     $45 FAMILY                 $100 SPONSOR

 $250 STEWARD     $500 BENEFACTOR     $1,000 PATRON

 New Membership      Membership Renewal

 Gift Membership

	 I am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

	 I would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name 
	 and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/
	 family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

 My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

	 Check enclosed, payable to:
	 Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Charge my: 

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover Card

________________________________________________
Credit Card Number

_________________________    _____________________
Expiration Date		  CSC code

________________________________________________
Full Name as it Appears on Card

________________________________________________
Signature

 Mr.      Mrs.       Mr. & Mrs.       Ms.       Miss       _________ (other)

______________________________________________________________________________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

______________________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME

______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

______________________________________________________________________________
CITY				    STATE		  ZIP

______________________________________________________________________________
DAYTIME TELEPHONE

______________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS

Support the Maritime Museum Today!

Berth 84
Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro
California 
90731


