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Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

It’s hard to believe that once again, 
we are celebrating the holidays and 
planning for a New Year!

An appropriate theme for an end-of-
the year newsletter is “changes.” This 
issue includes reflections on changes in 
the harbor, as evidenced by the story of 
a once-active submarine base, chang-
ing tastes in boat décor, and a new and 
expanded use for the Museum’s 74-year old tugboat.

In the coming year, we plan to unveil a new website 
that will feature the Museum’s little-known, but fasci-
nating photo collections in a searchable format, as well 
as new exhibits and additional programming.  

One thing that will always be constant is our need for, 
and appreciation of, our donors’ support. Your gifts help 
the Museum meet its mission of preserving and sharing 
the history of the harbor. 

The year-end gift campaign has already begun, and if 
you have not yet had a chance to make a gift, there is still 
time to mail your tax-deductible donation, or you may 
visit the website, lamaritimemuseum.org, and donate 
online. Gifts in any amount are welcome.   

On behalf of the staff, volunteers, and our thousands of 
visitors, we wish you all the best for the Holiday Season 
and a Happy 2019!

Fleet Week 2018 in Review
Fleet Week 2018, held over the Labor Day weekend 

was another fun and successful outreach event for the 
Museum. Visiting vessels included the USS DEWEY 
(DDG-105), USS SCOUT (MCM-8), HMCS OTTAWA 
(FFH 341), USCGC ALERT (WMEC-630), and USS 
MANCHESTER (LCS-14). 

This year, in addition to offering extended open hours, 
the Museum was featured in the STEM (“Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Math) expo in the cruise ship 
terminal. Visitors who stopped by the booth learned 
more about the Museum’s offerings and enjoyed hands-
on activities.

Cover: 1919 calendar from San Pedro Submarine Base 
(Museum collection). Turn to page 4 to read more.
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By Derek Spinei, Archivist
It’s 1977 and you need ideas for 

decorating your houseboat. You 
better believe we have a book for 
that.

What would you find in a 1970’s 
houseboat? Are there ferns and 
hanging chairs? Yes there are ferns 
and hanging chairs. 

In  Houseboat: Reflections of 
North America’s Floating Homes by 
Ben Dennis and Betsy Case, the 
prevailing vibe is gypsy-bohemian-
eclectic. 

It being the Swinging ‘70s, house-
plants are ubiquitous, shag rugs 
are a must, and you’ll even find a 
geodesic dome or two. 

You will learn that no houseboat 
is complete without hammocks, 
stained glass, Victorian antiques, 
and mid-century modern free-
standing fireplaces. 

Designer furniture mingles with 
Balinese masks, taxidermy, and 
shoji screens. There are mirrored 
ceilings above the beds. 

Innovative houseboat features 
include a hot tub, koi pond, chicken 
coop, sauna, and a birch tree that 
protrudes through the roof.

The quotes from the owners de-
fending their decisions are price-
less, and if you are intrigued, stop 
by the Research Library and take 
a look!

Library Offers a Groovy Look Back

Museum Participates 
in Archives Bazaar
By Derek Spinei, Archivist

The Los Angeles Maritime Museum again participated 
in the 13th annual Los Angeles Archives Bazaar, held 
on October 20 at the University of Southern California’s 
Doheny Memorial Library. We joined 75 other Southern 
California archival institutions to promote awareness of 
our museum and research library among students, his-
tory buffs, researchers, and other archives professionals. 

Many visitors were enthusiastic to learn about the mu-
seum for the first time. The WWII shallow water diving 
helmet we brought along was also a hit! The Bazaar is an 
annual event and is free to the public. Visit https://laas-
subject.org/archives-bazaar for more information.

Museum Guide Amy Epperhart shares information with 
visitors at the bazaar. The shallow water diving helmet is 
visible at the end of the table.
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By Marifrances Trivelli
Anyone who has recently spent 

time in San Pedro cannot help but 
notice all of the changes on the wa-
terfront. With all of the dredging, 
demolition, and new construction 
through the years it may be surpris-
ing to realize that, a century ago, 
the Port of Los Angeles was home to 
United States Navy submarine base.

The opening of the Panama Canal 
in 1914 brought great trade opportu-
nities for Los Angeles, and the har-
bor’s location would be strategic in 
the event of war in the Pacific. 

In 1916 the U.S. government ap-
propriated funds to create two sub-
marine bases, one at New London, 
Connecticut and the second on the 
West Coast. Thanks to intense lob-
bying efforts on the part of the Los 
Angeles Chamber of Commerce, the 
Port of Los Angeles  was selected as 
the site of a temporary base.

The base was established the fol-
lowing year with the arrival of the 
submarine tender CHEYENNE. The 
Port offered the Navy 166 acres east 
of Point Fermin, rent-free, for the 
establishment of a submarine base 
and torpedo station.

The base occupied warehouses 
at Berths 57-60, as well as storage 
space in Warehouse #1 (where the 
Alta Sea Campus is located today). 

In the early 1920s, submarines 
were a regular part of the San Pe-
dro waterfront. At its peak, the sub-
marine base was populated by over 
1,300 sailors, as well as civilian 
tradesmen such as mechanics and 
carpenters.

Germany’s use of U-boats in World 
War I intensified the importance 
of submarines to national defense 
and by 1921, the U.S. Congressio-
nal Committee on Naval Bases and 
Yards suggested expanding the San 
Pedro base into a permanent instal-
lation.  This proposal was met with 
enthusiasm by the local press. The 
Los Angles Times quoted base com-
mander Chauncey Shackford’s pre-
diction that the area would become 

Submarines in San Pedro

A German U-boat had an unusual connection to the San Pedro Submarine 
base. Commissioned in 1918, U-88 had a brief but busy career torpedoing Brit-
ish vessels. After the armistice, U-88 was surrendered and sent to the United 
States to assist with publicity for an American bond drive and to allow Ameri-
can submariners the chance to study its technology. U-88 toured ports on the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts, with San Pedro as the final stop. The U-88 was 
scrapped of all salvageable metals before being sunk by the USS WILKES 
during target practice off the coast of L.A./Long Beach in 1921. This souvenir 
model from 1921 is made of bronze from the U-88, and was one of several cre-
ated to honor the service of base commander Chauncey Shackford. (Museum 
collection)

Top: The band and crew of the submarine base at Saturday morning inspec-
tion. Bottom: The base as seen from the water. Warehouse #1 is on the right. 
The warehouses were constructed prior to World War I and were later made 
available to the Navy. Both photos are circa 1918 and were part of the illustra-
tions of the 1919 Base Calendar, now part of the Museum’s collection.
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as the “greatest training ground for 
submersibles in the world.” 

Unfortunately, a permanent sub-
marine base at San Pedro was not to 
be. The venture would have required 
an additional donation of city-owned 
land, valuable real estate that could 
otherwise be occupied by paying ten-
ants. 

Despite public outcry (removal of 
the base will make Los Angeles “na-
ked to invading enemies” argued the 
Los Angeles Times), in 1923, Secre-
tary of the Navy Edwin C. Denby 
recommended that the “temporary 
and projected permanent base at 
San Pedro be removed to San Diego, 
thus accomplishing a very desirable 
concentration of activities.”

By the end of the year, the bor-
rowed warehouse buildings and 
storage areas had been vacated, the 
warehouse spaces were reserved for 
tenants on a “paying basis” and the 
San Pedro submarine base ceased 
operation.

The history of the base is one that 
merits further study. Though short-
lived, it remains an important part 
of the history of the Navy’s west 
coast operations.

Berthing areas for the submarine crew. During the flu 
pandemic of 1918 a makeshift hospital was located at the 
base. (Museum collection)

The F, H, L,, S, and R-Class submarines frequented the 
base. (Museum collection)

Front page article from the Los Angeles Sunday 
Times, February 20, 1921, featuring Commander 
Shackford and promoting the concept of an ex-
panded, permanent submarine base. The sketch 
depicts the base’s possible configuration, and advises 
that details are “disguised as to be of no value to a 
possible enemy.” Perhaps because of this, the Angels 
Gate lighthouse is shown in the wrong location.
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The Museum’s 1944 Army tugboat, ANGELS GATE, is 
cared for by an all-volunteer crew and receives the donated 
services of a licensed captain. 

Due to a limited sailing schedule, most visitors have nev-
er had the chance to board the boat, much less learn about 
ANGELS GATE’s interesting career and her broader links 
to American maritime history.  

Now, thanks to a U.S. Park Service Maritime Heritage 
Grant, the Museum is working on ways to make the tug-
boat more accessible through dock-side tours. The grant 
funds the services of the Sibbett Group to create an “inter-
pretive master plan” for the tugboat.  

The Sibbett Group specializes in creating engaging learn-
ing environments in museums and parks.  The master plan 
will guide the Museum in structuring tours of ANGELS 
GATE, advise on tour content, curriculum standards, staff-
ing, and safety/accessibility requirements.

In July, consultants from the Sibbett group spent two 
days at the Museum. In addition to in-depth meetings with 
the crew, staff, and stakeholders, they explored the Mu-
seum’s archives and of course toured the tug! 

Over the next few months, Sibbett Group will refine and 
finalize the master plan. Channel Crossings will provide 
regular updates as this exciting project moves forward.

Two prominent South Bay organizations, the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce 
and the Japan Business Association, have strong ties to international trade and the 
maritime industry. 

On November 15, the Museum was a fitting location for celebration as the Cham-
ber of Commerce and Japan Business Association held their annual “Grand Mixer.” 
Business leaders and elected officials celebrated 20 years of friendship between the 
Chamber and JBA with a traditional opening of a sake cask.  

Guests had the opportunity to tour the Museum and view the exhibit Taminaru: 
A Day in the Life of a Japanese American Fishing Village, which was made possible 
in part through the financial sponsorship of 
the JBA.   

Many thanks to the employees of the 
Chamber, Maritime Museum, JBA, and the 
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Muse-
um for making the evening possible.

Work Continues on Tugboat Angels Gate Master Plan

Grand Mixer Held at Museum

Tug ANGELS GATE in the harbor.

Brianna Cutts, of the Sibbett Group, leads a roundtable 
discussion with the tug crew.

The banner announcing  the 
featured exhibit, Tāminaru.

Guests enjoyed networking and view-
ing the exhibits during the mixer.

From left: Donna Duperron, 
President & CEO, Torrance 
Area Chamber of Commerce; 
Pat Furey, Mayor of Torrance;  
Akira Chiba, Consul General 
of Japan in Los Angeles; John 
Heffernan, Chairman of the 
Board, Torrance Area Chamber 
of Commerce; Satoshi Okawa, 
President, Japan Business As-
sociation; Marifrances Trivelli, 
Director, Los Angeles Maritime 
Museum
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Welcome, New Members!

Patron
Japan Business Association
Jack and Midge Trost

Benefactor
Yvonne Bogdanovich
Steve and Lisa Hansen
Susann Norton

Sponsor
Capt. Manny Aschemeyer
Lon and Beckie Bess
Joseph F. Chartier
The Lillian Cummings Family
Louis and Suzanne Dominguez
Paul and Patti Emory
James and Rebecca Gifford
Matthew Gorry
Tom and Annie Laskey
Allen and Dorothy Lay
Dolores Matich
Jack and Gladys Mc Naughton
Ralph and Louise Medina
Andrew and Nancy Parleto
John Pitts
Don and Mary Sloper

Family
Frank and Raquel Borden
Edwin E. Burt
Martin Cox
Jim and Lisa Davis
Frank and Mary DeLucia
Vincent and Carolyn DiLeva
Jack and Julie Faucett
Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
Lillian Garrison
Robert and Carol Hopper
Mark and Margaret Hurley
Ron Mack
Lisa Marinovich
Mike McClung
Issa-Kae Meksin
Lenz and Lorraine Meylan
Jackson and Edie Pearson
Paul Petrich, Jr. and Tara Brown
Don and Bobbie Pico
Paul and Brigitte Shadle
Ted and Bonnie Winters

Individual
Don “Ben” Benedict
Yanny Billing
Steve Cole
William J. Collins
Lonnie Cope
Anthony Coppola
Kenneth Delancy
Frank Espinosa
Catherine Gillespie
James Kokalj
Steve Lawson
Mike Mehler
Dennis Niles
Mike O’Connell
Dana Parker
Janet Stevens
Pat Trutanich
Raymond Wells

Special Donations
ABC Studios
Brien Butler
Frank and Mary De Lucia
ILWU Foremen’s Local 94
Robert and Carol Hopper

In support of the 
Navy Hall Renovation
Deborah Mardesich 
and Stephanie Mardesich

In memory of Maureen Burt
Edwin E. Burt

In memory of Larry Lofthus
Janis Gertsch
Betty Tobin

In memory of Franceen McClung
Thomas McClung

Grant Support
Port of Los Angeles Community 

Investment Grant Program 
U.S. Park Service – Maritime 

Heritage Grant Program

...and Thank You to Renewing MembersFamily
Christopher and Rosary Empett
Donna Cottrell and Midori Sanchez

individual
Bonnie Christiansen
Jason Hayden
Polly Little
Veronica Palustra
Heidemarie Salerno
William Thompson

Port of LA History… 
in a (Maritime) Minute!

Maritime Minute is a biweekly vid-
eo series for social media featuring 
60-second historical vignettes about 
the Port of Los Angeles, hosted and 
narrated by Marifrances Trivelli, Di-
rector of the Los Angeles Maritime 
Museum. 

Each Maritime Minute episode 
features historic, rarely seen pho-
tos from both the Port’s and Muse-
um’s collections and uncovers little-
known facts about the Port of Los 
Angeles, from its role during World 
War II to famous ships and people 
who made harbor history… all in 
just one minute. 

To view the episodes visit www.
youtube.com and type “maritime 
minute” in the search bar.

Santa says, “Membership in the 
Friends of the LA Maritime Mu-
seum is a great gift! Make your 
list, check it twice, and use the 
coupon on the back page!



Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime 
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

 $30 INDIVIDUAL     $45 FAMILY                 $100 SPONSOR

 $250 STEWARD     $500 BENEFACTOR     $1,000 PATRON

 New Membership      Membership Renewal

 Gift Membership

	 I am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

	 I would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name 
	 and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/
	 family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

 My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

	 Check enclosed, payable to:
	 Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Charge my: 

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover Card

________________________________________________
Credit Card Number

_________________________    _____________________
Expiration Date		  CSC code

________________________________________________
Full Name as it Appears on Card

________________________________________________
Signature

 Mr.      Mrs.       Mr. & Mrs.       Ms.       Miss       _________ (other)

______________________________________________________________________________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

______________________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME

______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

______________________________________________________________________________
CITY				    STATE		  ZIP

______________________________________________________________________________
DAYTIME TELEPHONE

______________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS

Support the Maritime Museum Today!

Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, California 90731


