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( 310) 548-7618

www.lamaritimemuseum.org
Museum Hours: 

Tuesday–Sunday, 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
(last entry 4:30 p.m.)

Closed Mondays and Holidays
Channel Crossings is published by the 
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum. The Museum is a special facility 
of the City of Los Angeles, Department of 
Recreation and Parks, operating with 
financial assistance of the Friends of the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum, a 501(c)
(3) corporation.

Museum Staff
Director: Marifrances Trivelli

Operations Manager: Chanthell Nelson
Registrar: Lucy Ruggirello
Park Services Attendants:

Scott Garrabrant, Richard Delos Reyes
Clerk Typist: Mervet Guindi

Museum Guides: 
Amy Epperhart, Vanessa Martin, 

Cynthia Murillo, Angela Scott
Maintenance: 

Rodolfo Aguilar, Lupe Hernandez

Friends of the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum 

Board of Directors
President: Jim Whitt

Secretary-Treasurer: Anthony DiTucci
Norman T. Booth, Jr., Paul Irving, 
Paul Nitchman, Torrance Parker

Department of 
Recreation and Parks

General Manager: Mike Shull
Executive Officer and Chief of Staff: 

Anthony-Paul (AP) Diaz, Esq.
Superintendent, Pacific Region: Carl Cooper 

Principal Recreation Supervisor: 
Carolyn James 

Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

2016 has been a year of activity. Whether it be the long-awaited 
launch of the NIMITZ, the repair of our 75-year old clock and 
the exciting changes in the Navy Hall, there have been constant 
improvements to the visitor experience, and to the content of 
the exhibits and collections.  

None of this would be possible without our hard-working 
staff and volunteers, together with your financial support that provides for new 
exhibits and programs. If you are seeking to make a meaningful resolution in 
the New Year, please consider making a difference by becoming a volunteer tour 
guide, renewing your membership, and inviting someone you know to become 
a Friend as well. We have many new events lined up for next year, and you won’t 
want to miss an invitation! 

Best wishes for Happy Holidays and a wonderful 2017!

Cover photograph: Hollywood stars enjoy a day of sailing in Los Angeles Harbor 
with Captain Matt Walsh, circa 1930. From left: Norman Foster, Captain Walsh, 
Mitzi Green, and Frances Dee. Photograph by Otto Dyar, Matt Walsh Collection, 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum.

Museum Loans Uniforms for Costume Exhibit
For the past several years, the State College of Florida 

(Bradenton) has produced annual exhibits presenting 
costumes as works of art, and this year’s theme was “Art 
of the Costume: Working Women in Uniform”.

While assembling varied examples such as a vintage 
flight attendant’s uniform, mail carrier, and astronaut, 
the gallery staff contacted the Maritime Museum to see 
if there were any available examples of a “tuna nurse” 
uniform. The term “tuna nurse” (familiar to generations 
of San Pedrans) is the nurse’s uniform historically worn 
by female cannery workers.

During the 20th century, can-
nery owners believed that a 
nurse’s uniform would convey 
the message that canned fish 
was a sanitary dietary option, 
and the colloquial term “tuna 
nurse” was created as a result.  

Due to the thoughtfulness of 
the Matich family, the Museum owns two such uniforms. 
The “tuna nurse” uniform on loan was worn by Domenica 
“Minnie” Lavarini, an Italian immigrant who arrived in 
San Pedro in the 1920s and worked for French Sardine 
(later known as Star-Kist) while a teenager.   

The exhibit also included an example from the Mu-
seum’s Naval collection: a World War II uniform worn by 
Elizabeth “Betty” Turbiville, who served an air navigator 
instructor on Terminal Island. Of the 80,000 women who 
served as Navy Waves (Women Accepted for Volunteer 
Emergency Service) only 80 were air navigator instructors.  

The Museum thanks the State College of Florida for the opportunity to share 
its textile collection.

Photos courtesy State University of Florida
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President’s Message
By Jim Whitt, President, Friends of 
the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

During this busy holiday time, I would 
like to extend my personal thanks to all of 
you for your financial support this past year.

A gift membership to the Friends of the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum is a most 
appropriate way to introduce the Museum 
to a friend or loved one, while supporting 
the Museum’s efforts.

If you are shopping for the sailor who has it all, I urge you to 
consider a gift membership. Details are on the back page and 
also on the museum’s website, www.lamaritimemuseum.org.

Best wishes and fair winds for the coming year.

Lego Shipbuilding 
Contest Coming 
in Spring 2017!
Compete for prizes and use 
STEM concepts to build ships 
out of Legos! All ages welcome!
Sponsored by Friends of the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum 
and the Port of Los Angeles 
Community Investment Grants.

LOS ANGELES Shipmates Reunite at the Museum

Shipmates, family, and friends prepare for a harbor tour.

Guests enjoying an evening reception and sneak preview 
of the Navy Hall.

LOS ANGELES sailor Jim Gringrich and his family. Grand-
daughter Kellie (far left) honored her grandfather’s service 
with a USS LOS ANGELES tattoo on her arm (detail at right).

Photographs by Harry Thomas

Former officers and crew from the U.S. Navy Cruiser LOS 
ANGELES (CA-135) enjoyed an informal “roundup” at the 
Museum in October. The LOS ANGELES was commissioned 
in 1944, financed by war bonds purchased by the people of 
Los Angeles. 

The ship saw service during the Korean War, and was 
scrapped in 1975, but not before her mainmast, anchors, and 
bow peak were preserved as monuments in John S. Gibson 
Park (outside the Museum).  

In the years that followed, the LOS ANGELES sailors do-
nated their uniforms, photographs, and souvenirs (and even 
some ship’s equipment) to the Maritime Museum, where they 
will be part of the new Navy Hall presentation.

During the round-up weekend, the shipmates attended an 
annual meeting, took a harbor cruise, received a “hardhat” 
tour of the Navy Hall, and spent lots of time renewing ac-
quaintances.  The Museum is grateful to the USS LOS ANGELS 
CA-135 Association for its ongoing interest in the collections 
and for its annual financial support.

Thank you, shipmates! 
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From 1941–1942, the Port of Los Angeles was busy with the 
construction of two new municipal ferry terminals. The stream-
line moderne structures (one in San Pedro in what is now the 
Maritime Museum, and the other at Berth 234 on Terminal 
Island) were designed to replace the privately-operated ferry 
system and provide cross-channel service every 15 minutes.

After the December 7, 1941 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 
the urgency for reliable ferry service intensified, as the emer-
gency shipyards operated 24 hours a day. The ferry ISLANDER 
actually began service prior to the ferry buildings’ completion.

A headline in the January 8, 1942 edition of the San Pedro 
News-Pilot announces: “Clock Installed on Ferry Building”. The 
article describes how the 12-foot “giant electrically-operated 
clock” will “surmount the entrance” of the building, visible 
for several blocks.

In photos documenting the new terminal, the clock is a 
prominent focal point. Even after the ferry stopped operat-
ing in 1963 and the building’s future was in doubt, the clock 
continued running, depended upon by ferry passengers, the 
Red Car passengers, and anyone in the vicinity of Sixth street.

Eventually, after almost 75 years of service, the clock began 
to slow down. The usual quick fix of “rebooting”—shutting 
off the breaker and restoring power 24 hours later, no longer 
solved the problem. It was time to find an expert.

After several weeks of inquiries, hearing “no one does this 
type of work anymore”, and even “maybe it’s time to get rid of 
the clock”—it was Tony Baker (aka “Tick Tock Tony”) to the res-
cue. A native of Halifax (Yorkshire, England) and electrician by 
trade, Tony had decades of experience repairing tower clocks, 
including Los Angeles Union Station and John Wayne Airport.

In July, 2016, Tony climbed on the roof to remove the clock’s 
hands. Working from inside the building, high up on the second 
floor, Tony removed and replaced the motor. (The hands were 
found to be serviceable, and were not in need of replacement). 
The new motor will allow the clock to update automatically 
for daylight savings time, and will self-adjust in the case of a 
power failure. 

The tower clock, witness to decades of change in San Pedro, 
is ready to serve another 75 years.  

Thank you, “Tick Tock Tony”!

Museum 
Tower 
Clock 
Keeps 
on 
Ticking

The ferry 
service 
operation, 
September 
1945. Today, 
the lettering 
“MUNICIPAL 
FERRY” has 
been replaced 
with “LOS 
ANGELES 
MARITIME 
MUSEUM”.
(Museum 
Collection)

Tony Baker 
in a safety 
harness, 
working high 
above the 
second floor.
(Daily 
Breeze 
photograph)

The original 
motor is 
now in the 
Museum’s 
collection.
(Museum 
photograph)

Tony Baker 
preparing to 
remove the 
clock hands. 
(Museum 
photograph)
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Submarine 
Exhibit Update

The Navy Hall has been a hub of activity 
these past few weeks, as the craftspeople from 
Ironwood Fabrication arrived to install the USS 
LOS ANGELES (SSN-688) exhibit.

Working in tight quarters (just as subma-
riners do) the Ironwood team is busy trans-
forming the south wall of the Navy Hall into a 
representation of the berths and galley areas 
of the sub.

The cabinetry, bunks, and ships’s bell were 
among the items that the Navy salvaged from 
the boat prior to its scrapping in 2010, and the 
Museum has been collecting personal items 
from the crew to complete the exhibit.

The exhibit’s grand opening will take place 
early next year, and it will mark the comple-
tion of “Phase I” of the Navy Hall Renovation.

Special thanks to the following who made 
this exhibit possible:
•	Associated Foundations, Incorporated
•	Port of Los Angeles 			 

Community Investment Grants
•	Employees Community Fund of Boeing
•	Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council
•	Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

The repre-
sentation of 
the crew’s 
mess, USS 
LOS ANGELES 
SSN-688. The 
cutouts on 
the bulkhead 
will hold the 
decorative 
cabinet fronts 
from the sub-
marine.

Original 
berths from 
the subma-
rine being 
prepared for 
exhibit

During a visit to the Ironwood Fabrication shop in Glendale, exhibit designer Christa Bartels (left) consults with owners 
Ralph Hudson (center) and Scot Mahotz; the crew’s mess prior to completion; and a look at the reproduction curtains in 
the berthing units. (Museum photographs)
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Nimitz 
Launch

After 20 years and approximately 
12,000 hours of labor, museum vol-
unteer Yas Komorita recently com-
pleted work on an 11-and-a-half-foot 
model of the US Navy aircraft carrier 
NIMITZ. The model was unveiled in 
the Museum’s Navy Hall on Saturday, 
August 27, to an appreciative crowd.  

Komorita, a native of Japan, served 
in the Japanese Navy before emigrat-
ing to the U.S. and enjoying a suc-
cessful career at TRW. His wife, Cleo, 
volunteers in the Museum’s Gift Shop. 
In conducting his initial research for 
the model, Yas received help from 
the Navy. After September 11, 2001, 
this information was no longer avail-
able to the public, so he relied on the 
Japanese magazine Ships of the World 
for details.

The model is remote-controlled and 
includes flashing lights, spinning pro-
pellers, and a moving aircraft elevator, 
and is on display in the center of the 
Navy Hall.

Museum Artifact 
is Part of World 
Series Excitement

This fall, the Chicago Cubs won their 
first World Series in 108 years! The rallying 
cry of “Fly the W” refers to the flag that flies 
over Wrigley Field, the home of the Cubs. 
The Chicago Tribune used the occasion to 
take a look back at the history and mean-
ing of the “W” flag, and with it, found a 
connection to Southern California.

In the 1920s, William 
Wrigley (of Wrigley’s 
Chewing Gum), owned 
both the Wilmington 
Transportation Com-
pany in Los Angeles 
Harbor and the Chi-
cago Cubs. At the time, 
the Wilmington Trans-
portation Company 
vessels sported a white 
“W” on a blue back-
ground. Wrigley ad-
opted the company’s 
“W” flag to symbolize 
his enterprises, and the 
rest is history.

So when Chicago Tribune reporter Kori 
Rumore contacted the Maritime Museum 
looking for an original “W” flag, she was 
in luck! The Museum owns a 1930s “W” 
flag that bears the signatures of the crews 
of the steamers CATALINA and CABRILLO.  
The flag was featured in Rumore’s article 
“97 Years of the W flag: A Visual History”, 
bringing an aspect of maritime history to 
the 2016 World Series coverage.

You can read the article online http://
www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/
cubs/ct-chicago-cubs-win-w-flag-history-
htmlstory.html.

Hull designation “68” with battery-
operated lights.

All photographs by Emma Clark

Model builder 
Yas Komorita 
addresses 
guests.

Cleo and Yas Komorita

Guests raise a glass to Yas.

The NIMITZ flight deck.

Photo of the W Flag by Lucy Ruggirello

Museum 
collection
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Special Donations
In memory of Norman DeWitt
In memory of Ron Tobin
In memory of Gwen Metzger
Donations in Support of the Navy Hall Renovation
Steve Blount
Lillian Garrison
Donations in Support of Tugboat ANGELS GATE
Larry and Jean Lofthus
Grant Funding
Associated Foundations, Inc.
Port of Los Angeles Community Investment Grant Program
Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council
Pro Bono Support
Taproot Foundation

Welcome, 
New Members!
steward
Diane DeWitt Acosta
FAMILY
Kevin and Jen Spaeth
Melanie Streitfeld
Individual
Clara Bassett
Tony Coppola
Dianne Flowers
Bella Weiner
Ralph Preciado

‘Thank You’ to Those Who Have Recently Renewed Their Support...
PATRON
Marie Ammer
Norman T. Booth, Jr.
Japan Business Association
Robert and Rose Santich
Southern California 
	 Pensioners Group, ILWU
steward
Steve Blount
Steve and Lisa Hansen
Don and Carol Swenson
BENEFACTOR
Yvonne Bogdanovich
Sponsor
Jerry and Carol Aspland
Edna Bay and Tom Galbraith
Robert Benner
Lon and Beckie Bess
Steve Blount
John Brunac
Edwin Burt
Pat and Marilyn Carney
Lillian Cummings Family
Louis and Suzanne Dominguez
Douglas L. Dowds and Ana Echeverria
Rick Eriksen and Leslie Jacobs Eriksen
Michael Galindo and Mary Jung
Kurt and Dara Golden
Matt Gorry
Bob and Dawn Henry
Robert and Carol Hopper
Yasuhiko and Cleo Komorita
Richard Lindsey
Larry and Jean Lofthus
David and Lynne Lyerla
Marie Masumoto
Dolores Matich
Ralph and Louise Medina

Andrew and Nancy Parleto
Don and Mary Sloper
Jack and Midge Trost
David Weinstein and Ann Fuller
Gary and Nancy Young
Family
Xavier and Julia Aranda
Sam and Char Arno
Frank and Raquel Borden
Vincent and Nancy Castiglione
Marie Carlucci and Fred Bisbey
Steve Cole
Frank DeLucia and 
	 Mary Gerlits-DeLucia
Anthony and Julie DiTucci
Dennis and Zoya Dyer
Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
Philip and Antoinette Gruskin
Jack and Julie Faucett
Bob and Marguerite Gillespie
James and Maureen Gonzalez
Chuck and Anna Hawley
Ray and Sybil Herbrick
Ana Jaksic
Annie and Tom Laskey
Jacques and Marlyse Linder
Ron and Terry Mack
Lisa Marovich
Anthony and Anna Martinovich
Mary Herzbrun and Sara Menold
Benjamin and Adrienne Merritt
Lenz and Lorraine Meylan
Paul D. Petrich, Jr. and Tara Brown
Don and Bobbie Pico
Richard and Gail Reiser
Dr. Charles Rennie III
Paul Shadle and Brigitte Arden
James and Carolyn Whitt

Individual
Diane Bertelsen
Randy Biddle
Yanny Billing
Joe Chartier
Richard Chikami
William Collins
Lonnie Cope
Ron Curtis
George Del Gaudio
Matty Domancich
Frank Espinosa
Robert Grossman
Ben Halfon
Robert Hughes
Peter Jensen
James E. Kokalj
Captain Carl Larkin
Steve Lawson
Elaine McAteer
Isa-Kae Meskin
Daniel Munoz
Bill Myers
Dennis Niles
Mike O’Connell
Dana Parker
Jackson Pearson
Gloria Radmilovich
Mary Rodriguez
Ralph Sewell
Robert and Olivette Shannon
Janet Stevens
David Steybe
Harry Thomas
Pat Trutanich
Toby Westbrook



Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, California 90731

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime 
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

 $30 INDIVIDUAL     $45 FAMILY                 $100 SPONSOR

 $250 STEWARD     $500 BENEFACTOR     $1,000 PATRON

 New Membership      Membership Renewal

 Gift Membership

	 I am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

	 I would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name 
	 and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/
	 family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

 My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

	 Check enclosed, payable to:
	 Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Charge my: 

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover Card

________________________________________________
Credit Card Number

_________________________    _____________________
Expiration Date		  CSC code

________________________________________________
Full Name as it Appears on Card

________________________________________________
Signature

 Mr.      Mrs.       Mr. & Mrs.       Ms.       Miss       _________ (other)

______________________________________________________________________________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

______________________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME

______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

______________________________________________________________________________
CITY				    STATE		  ZIP

______________________________________________________________________________
DAYTIME TELEPHONE

______________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS

Support the Maritime Museum Today!


