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Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, CA 90731
(310) 548-7618
www.lamaritimemuseum.org
Museum Hours:
Tuesday—Sunday, 10:00 2.m.—5:00 p.m.
(last entry 4:30 p.m.)

Closed Mondays and Holidays
Channel Crossings is published by the
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum. The Museum is a special facility
of the City of Los Angeles, Department of
Recreation and Parks, operating with
financial assistance of the Friends of the
Los Angeles Maritime Museum, a 501(c)
(3) corporation.

MUSEUM STAFF
Director: Marifrances Trivelli
Operations Manager: Chanthell Nelson
Archivist/Librarian:
Elizabeth Ruth-Abramian
Curator: Tara Fansler
Registrar: Lucy Ruggirello
Park Services Attendants:

Scott Garrabrant, Richard Delos Reyes
Clerk Typist: Mervet Guindi
Museum Guides:

Amy Epperhart, Vanessa Martin,
Cynthia Murillo, Angela Scott
Maintenance:

Rodolfo Aguilar, Arjanie Ortega

FRIENDS OF THE
LOS ANGELES MARITIME MUSEUM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Jim Whitt
Secretary-Treasurer: Anthony DiTucci
Norman T. Booth, Jr., Paul Irving,
Paul Nitchman, Torrance Parker,
Barbara Wallace

DEPARTMENT OF
RECREATION AND PARKS
General Manager: Mike Shull
Assistant General Manager: Kevin Regan
Superintendent, Pacific Region: Carl Cooper
Principal Recreation Supervisor:
Carolyn James

Director’s Message

By Marifrances Trivelli

While preparing to write this column, I googled the phrase
“addicted to technology” and received over 14 million results!
With this knowledge, I can safely assume that this “addiction”
will become a primary affliction of the 21st century. No mat-
ter the decade, there has always been a fascination with new
ways of doing things, or a desire to own the latest “gadget”
that promises amazing results. Appropriately, the Museum’s newest temporary
exhibit is titled Before There Were Apps... and
reminds us all of a time (not that long ago)
when humans successfully communicated
without the use of cell phones, GPS, or any
other type of technology upon which many of
us have become dependent. We hope you will
be able to stop by to enjoy the exhibit, which
will run through the end of May.

While you are visiting, be sure to try out
the new audio tours. Funded by the Port of
Los Angeles Community Investment Grant
program, the “guide by cell” option allows
visitors to learn more about specific artifacts by
dialing a toll-free number on their personal phones. And if you are too far away
for an in-person visit, you can browse the Library’s collection though the Online
Archive of California, or enjoy a “Virtual exhibit” ‘ ‘

on the Museum’s website. Be sure to read Amy Ep-
perhart’s article on page 6 for a peek at the latest
Virtual Exhibit.

With the convenience of social media, the Mu-
seum no longer relies solely on paid advertising to
publicize all of our great exhibits and programs.
Just search for the Museum’s name on Instagram,
and you will find countless photos from our visi-
tors, each sharing memories of their time at the
Museum. If the most reliable advertising is person
to person, our visitors are certainly helping us to
get the word out.

So while the visitors’ experiences are more
customized, more personal, the message re-
mains the same. The Museum preserves and
teaches the history of Los Angeles Harbor, and
while we are using old and new tools to reach
this goal, discovery happens when people
make a human connection with the stories
we present.

Whether discovering the museum with the
help of a tour guide, or on a self-guided jour-
ney, a visit to the Museum becomes a memo-
rable learning opportunity. Visit us soon, and
add your story!

Cover photograph: Employees of C.J. Hendry, San Pedro (see page 4). Photographs
of the children enjoying the Museum are courtesy of the Museum’s Instagram
Jfollowers.
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President’s Messge

By Jim Whitt, President, Friends of the
Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Greetings!

By the time this issue of Channel Cross-
ings reaches you, the New Year celebra-
tions will be a distant memory, perhaps
along with some well-meaning resolutions
you made just a few weeks ago.

But there is one easy habit to maintain,
and that is your ongoing support of the Maritime Museum.
The Museum needs your help throughout the year, whether
it be creating new exhibits, enhancing current exhibits, main-
taining the tugboat ANGELS GATE, or supplying equipment
for outreach and special events.

I'd like to thank all of our current members and ask you
to invite a friend or relative who shares your enthusiasm to
visit the Museum and get involved. And if you are not yet a
member, but thinking about joining, now is the time! You
can fill out the coupon on the back page of this newsletter,
or join online by visiting www.lamaritimemuseum.org and
clicking on “donate”.

There you will find a long list of membership benefits, but
the most important one is the role you will play in helping
to preserve and share maritime history. Let’s start off the
New Year by supporting the Maritime Museum! It’s a great
habit to keep.

Museum Launches
Audio Tours

Do you remember visiting museums many years ago and
having to rent a bulky audio player and uncomfortable head-
phones? Well, technology has made those machines obsolete.
Now, you can enjoy a museum audio tour using only your
personal phone!

The next time you visit the Museum, be sure to look for
the “guide by cell” logo and phone numbers posted near dif-
ferent exhibits throughout the museum. When you dial the
toll-free numbers on your cell phone you will enjoy hearing
additional information about the artifacts on exhibit.

What is so mysterious about the Queen Victoria figurehead?
How did a siege cannon end up on the
Museum’s waterfront patio? Find out by
using the free audio tour.

“Guide by Cell” tours are made possible
by the Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum and the Port of Los Angeles Com-
munity Investment Grant program. Special
thanks to Curator Tara Fansler and volun-
teer Bob Henry for writing the scripts and
coordinating the recordings, and to the
staff and volunteers who lent their vocal
talents to the project.

Families
enjoy the
children’s
exhibit while
they wait for
the parade to
begin.

(Port of

Los Angeles
photo)

A Merry-time Event!

Saturday, December 5, was an unseasonably warm evening,
but that did not stop everyone from getting into the holiday
spirit! In conjunction with the annual Port of Los Angles boat
parade, the Museum hosted an open house and toy drive.

Visitors spent time enjoying the Museum and children’s
exhibit while waiting for the boats to arrive. There was even
a temporary tattoo station, in honor of the Tattoos and
Scrimshaw traveling exhibit.

At the end of the
night, the Museum
collected a boat-
load of gifts that
were donated to lo-
cal charities includ-
ing the Boys and
Girls Club of Los
Angeles Harbor, the
Wilmington Rotary
Club, and the Wilm-
ington YMCA. Spe-
cial thanks to the
Port of Los Angeles
Commission staff and Commissioner Anthony Pirozzi, Muse-
um staff and volunteers, Department of Recreation and Parks,
and the energetic “volun-teens” from Banning High School.

TopSml brigantines IRVING JOHNSON
and EXY JOHNSON were a highlight of
the parade. (Port of Los Angeles pbhoto)

Los Angeles
Harbor
International
Film Festival
March 3-6

The 13th annual Los Angeles Harbor International Film
Festival will take place March 3-6 at the historic Warner Grand
Theatre in San Pedro. Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum will receive discounts on general admission tickets.

The popular “Read the Book, See the Movie” event returns
with a screening of Fahrenbeit 451. Tickets for the festival
will go on sale February 4. To view the full program list and
order tickets, visit the festival website http://www.laharbor-
filmfest.com.
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‘Good Old Beacon Street’

With the redevelopment of San Pedro’s waterfront under-
way, it’s especially timely to reflect on how the downtown
has changed. William “Bill” Olesen (1904-2003), San Pedro’s
harbor historian and a founder of the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum, reflected on this same topic several decades ago in
his “harbor memories” column in the San Pedro News-Pilot.
Today, Bill’s collection is preserved at the Museum. Following
is an edited version of one of Bill’s popular columns.

In early 1970s, many old landmarks were demolished on
San Pedro’s Beacon Street, among them an establishment
known as Shanghai Red’s. Nostalgic stories in out of town
papers recalled “...the wild old days when Beacon Street
was notorious the world around”. These were certainly not
the good old days, and many long-time residents resented
the implication that it bad always been thus with Beacon
Street. Relatively speaking, (proprietor) “Shangbai Red”
Eisenberg was a Jobnny-come-lately. His place was rep-
resentative only of the gaudy, bawdy era which followed
repeal of probibition.

Repeal ended the day of the speakeasy and ushered in
the co-educational drinking emporium. World War II gave
these places added impetus as flush and foolish seamen
came ashore with their fat war-bonus paychecks. In their
wake followed the usual assortment of sharks, barpies, and
Dparasites. Some of Beacon Street’s most sordid chapters were
written after 1941, sad to state.

Until shortly after World War I, Beacon Street was San
Pedro’s main street, sharing bonors with Front Street (Har-
bor Boulevard) and Sixth. A casual inspection of old city
directories reveals the substantial nature of business firms
on Beacon Street.

The 500 Block was the most prestigious, with the Bank of
San Pedro for stability on the northwest corner, and firms
like Marine Hardware. In the 600 block were to be found
the post office, and Williams Book Store establisbed in 1908
(closed in 2013).

On Saturday nights, particularly, Beacon Street was filled
with people, the townsfolk mingling with a great number of
seafarers when shipping was brisk. Knots of seaman often
stood about on the sidewalks swapping yarns, occasionally
being requested by a policeman to “move along a bit”... For
some reason, the northeast corner of Sixth and Beacon was
a gathering place for the engine room “black gang” (known
as such because of the coal dust in the engine room), and
it was not unusual to encounter some present or former
shipmate from that division.

While saloons were numerous, it is not true that every
other door led into one. However, the Salvation Army brass
band often did its best to divert the attention of those rud-
derless souls who lacked direction. No doubt there were
Dplenty of them. The stirring music added much to the liveli-
ness of the whole animated scene, and was an essential
part of it.

Such were the good old days on Beach Street as I recall
from about 1912 to 1920.

C.J. Hendry was a ship supply company established in 1865,
with locations including San Pedro, San Francisco, and San
Diego. This photo was taken at 435 Beacon Street, circa 1920
between Fourth and Fifth Streets. The man standing at the
center wearing a bow tie is Bill Maggio, general manager.
By 1945, Hendry’s had relocated to 111 Front Street, now
known as Harbor Boulevard. (Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Collection 99.3013.41)

In the 1890s, Jobn Ramoni operated this wine depot (saloon)
on Beacon Street. The offices of the Sailors’ Union of the
Pacific occupied the second floor of the building next door.
(Los Angeles Maritime Museum Collection, 99.3013.43)

Alex Olson (no relation to the
author) settled in San Pedro

in 1880 and in 1886 built

the Oxford Café at 431 South
Beacon Street. He and bis
family resided on the second
floor. By 1912 the business was
renamed Albion Cafe.

(Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Collection, 99.3013.27)




Winter 2016

Channel Crossings 5

A Tale of Two Tugs

By Paul Nitchman

This is all about two Angels Gate tugs. One tug is the Mu-
seum’s real harbor tug, ANGELS GATE. The other is a 1/31-
inch scale radio-controlled model.

It all began in 2011 when Chuck Keith, of Muncie, Indiana
contacted me by email. Chuck began building scratch-built
models of planes and boats over 60 years ago. “Scratch-built”
means his models are not made from a plastic kit and a tube
of glue. Instead, the model is built “from scratch”. Scratch-
built also means that you must have good eyesight, steady
hands and lots of patience.

Chuck had visited the LA Maritime Museum’s website and
had particular questions about the tug. Museum Director
Marifrances Trivelli asked me to take on the task of helping
him with his research. I sent him pictures of the tug and
made measurements of details of the deck gear. I even went
so far as to send him paint chips so his final paint scheme
would be authentic. (I was hoping that the chips would not
uncover any rust that might go through deck. To my relief
no rust was found).

In 2001, Chuck acquired an article on ANGELS GATE pub-
lished in the October 1987 edition of Scale Ship Modeler. The
article featured drawings of the tug that Chuck converted to
1/31-inch scale drawings and used to build his model. Ma-
hogany wood scraps were cut to size and used for the hull.
Balsa wood was used for the deckhouse. The model had her
float and balance test in 2010.

Check out the pictures of the real tug and the model.
You can see the attention to detail that Chuck has put in
to the model’s construction. Chuck even went so far as to
include a miniature figure of an old salt that resembles our
own “Chief of the Boat” Bob Gillespie. He is on top of the
wheelhouse keeping “a weather eye out” for any hazards she
might encounter.

Thanks to Chuck for sharing his story of the building of
ANGELS GATE model.

Angels Gate History

ANGELS GATE tug was built in 1944 as ST-695 (small tug)
for the U.S. Army in World War II.

Declared surplus in 1946, she was purchased by the Port of
Los Angeles.

Renamed LAH.D. #10. In 1956 her name was changed to
ANGELS GATE.

Transferred in 1992 to the Los Angeles Maritime Museum,
where she is a permanent part of the watercraft collection
and gives educational harbor tours.

Maintained by an all-volunteer crew and U.S. Coast Guard
licensed captains.

Characteristics

Powered by an EMD (General Motors Diesel) Model 8-567
rated at 700 horsepower

Length: 86.5 feet, beam: 23.5 feet, 146 gross tons, speed:
8 knots

Model builder Chuck Keith (photo
courtesy Chuck Keith)

The real ANGELS GATE underway
in the barbor with the real Bob
Gillespie aboard. (Museum photo)

The bull and
deckbouse
under
construction
in the Keith
“shipyard’.
(photo
courtesy
Chuck Keith)

The model
afloat.
(photo
courtesy
Chuck
Keith)

Paul Nitchman, former destroyer sailor
and US Navy veteran, bas been a member
of the crew of ANGELS GATE tug for 13
years. He narrates the tug cruises around
the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.
For the past five years be has been corre-
sponding with model builder Chuck Keith
in order to make the ANGELS GATE model
as accurate as possible. Paul is also is a board member of
the Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum.
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Sailing Through the Past: Postcards Showcase

80 Years of Maritime History in Online Exhibit

By Amy Epperhart

The newest online exhibit showcases
a variety of postcards from the John
L. Whitmeyer collection. This collec-
tion has over 600 maritime-themed
postcards that range from the early
1900s to 1980s, including cruise ships,
naval vessels, ports, and ferries. The 30
postcards featured in the new virtual
exhibit provide a wide variety of mari-
time postcards from around the world.
Postcards are more than just souvenirs;
they document history.

This exhibit features several post-
cards documenting local history. The
colorful postcards recall the days when
the Islander ferried people to and from
Terminal Island, while the canning
and fishing industries boomed. In one
postcard, a group of boats sail past the
Casino on Catalina Island as the Cata-
lina steamer makes its way back to San
Pedro. In another, fishing boats line
the docks of Terminal Island to bring
fish to the canneries. Brightly colored,
these vintage postcards preserve San
Pedro's rich history.

The earliest postcards in this online
exhibit are over a century old. These
postcards commemorate the Great
White Fleet's visit to Yokohama, Japan
in 1908. In 1907 President Theodore
Roosevelt deployed a fleet of 16 white
battleships to tour the globe as a show
of America's power and naval might.
The world tour also gave the U.S. Navy
the opportunity to test its new battle-

This Japanese postcard commemorates
the Great White Fleet’s 1908 visit to

Japan.

L® I, ™ e — .
The ISLANDER sails between the
Municipal Ferry Building and Terminal
Island.

ships at sea. This trip to Japan helped
foster a sense of goodwill between the
two countries.

Alarge part of the museum's postcard
collection covers ferry boats, primarily
from Canada and the west coast of the
United States. Some of these ferry post-
cards are included in the online exhibit.
Ferry boats usually carry passengers
between coastal cities and islands.
There are several types of ferries, in-

FY

“Princess Marguerite passing under
the Lions Gate Bridge, Vancouver B.C.”
(from postcard)

The training vessel BILL OF RIGHTS
sails past the Angels Gate Lightbouse.

cluding hydrofoil, pontoon, and cable
ferries. The ISLANDER, which operated
between San Pedro and Terminal Island
prior to 1963, was a double-ended ferry
that could sail back and forth without
having to turn around.

You can find the postcard virtual
exhibit on the Museum's website at
www.lamaritimemuseum.org under
“Exhibits”.

Tattoos: Live and in Person

On Saturday, November 7, a loud buzzing sound filled the
ramp gallery, as visitors watched Karel Beck, a professional
tattoo artist, at work. Her appearance was in conjunction
with the Tattoo and Scrimshaw exhibit that ran from April to
December. Since state law does not permit tattooing outside
of a studio, Karel demonstrated her skills on an artificial foot.
From tracing the pattern in black outline to filling the design
with color, Karel explained all of the steps required to create
this time-honored body art. Karel Beck has been a tattoo artist
for 13 years. She has worked at Atomic Tattoo in Hollywood,
Slideshow Tattoo in Venice Beach, and was a founding artist
of Transitions Tattoo shop in Huntington Beach. Her special-
ties include color, photorealism and portraiture.

L)

Tattoo artist Karel Beck
working on a classic
maritime scene. (Photos
by Chantbell Nelson)
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Donations

The quarterly Membership Report will return in the next issue of Channel Cross-

ings.

THANK YOU to everyone who supported the Navy Hall Fundraising Drive:

Jerry and Carol Aspland
Patricia Bethea

Janny Billing

Yvonne Bogdanovich
Norman T. Booth, Jr.

Frank Borden

William J. Collins

Martin Cox

Maritime Matters

The Lillian Cummings Family
John R. Brunac

William E. Dahlquist

Doug Dowds

Frank and Jan Espinosa
Howard and Marilyn Gentry
Jack Faucett

Foremen’s Union Local 94
Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
Marylyn E. Ginsburg

Matt Gorry

Patricia Hartle

Andrea Hegybeli

James and Carol Higgs

Ana Jaksic

Derek and Mary Ann Kendall
Andrew Kustich

Allen and Dorothy Lay
Larry and Jean Lofthus
John Maleta

Marie Masumoto

Dorothy Matich
Alan and Joanne Miyamoto

Paula and Brad Moore

Paul and Grace Nielsen

Paul and Jean Nitchman

Charles and Maria Orr

Torrance Parker

Gary and Pamela Parson

Joseph S. Petrich

Paul D. Petrich, Jr.

Don and Bobbie Pico

Violet Quist

Gloria Radmilovich

Mona Dallas and Robert H. Reddick
Mary Rodriguez

Paul Shadle and Brigitte Arden

Don and Carol Swenson

United Amateur Radio Club Inc., K6AA
Barbara Wallace

Laura Weber

David Weinstein and Ann Fuller
Hjordis J. Weston

Jim and Carolyn Whitt

John and Marilyn White

Ted and Bonnie Winters

Yacht Centre, Inc.
Gary A. Young

Anthony Pirozzi, Boeing
Director, Systems
Integration, Test and
Launch presents a check
on bebalf of the Employees

Special Donations
were received from the following:

The Ralph J. Staunton Family Trust

Cheryl Doty, in honor of all of the
Cheryl Anns who were named after the
tugboat Cheryl Ann of the television
series Waterfront.

Stephanie and Deborah Mardesich,
in support of the exhibits Caught,
Canned, and Eaten and What’s Going
on in the Harbor Today?

Hitomi Matsuoka, in honor of Masaaki
Kuwabara

Alan and Joann Miyamoto

Kathleen Smith, “Merry Christmas on
behalf of Debbie Gonzalez”
Donations honoring Ron Tobin were
received from Betty Tobin, Ronne and
Scott Thompson, and Michael Tobin

Grant Funding

Harbor Community Benefit Foundation
Employees Community Foundation
of Boeing

Your tax-deductible gifts ensure that
the Museum can fulfill its mission for
years to come.

Dolores Matich ﬂ_

Friends Receive Funding from

Harbor Community Benefit Foundation

The Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum recently
received an $8,000 grant from the Harbor Community Benefit
Foundation of San Pedro. The funds will be used to create
an emergency evacuation plan for the Museum, and to pur-
chase “shelter-in-place” kits. The Foundation’s mission is to
improve the health, quality of life, aesthetics, and physical en-
vironment of San Pedro and Wilmington. Since the Museum
is located in an area where earthquakes, tsunamis and the
dangers of hazardous ship cargo are constant threats, disaster
training and an evacuation plan will help ensure the safety
of all museum visitors. The training will take place in Febru-
ary, and will be provided by WESTPAS: the Western States
and Territories Preservation Service. WESTPAS specializes in
disaster planning for museums, libraries, and archives. The
Friends thank the Harbor Community Benefit Foundation
for its support!

BENEFIT FOUNDATION

Community Fund of
Boeing to the Friends of
the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum. Museum
Director Marifrances
Trrivelli accepted the check
on bebalf of the Friends.
(Photo by Mervet Guindi)

Friends of L.A. Maritime Museum
Receive Grant from Employees
Community Fund of Boeing

The Friends of the L.A. Maritime Museum recently received
a grant for $2,500 from the Employees Community fund of
Boeing. The grant will be used to help fund the Navy Hall
renovations. The Employees Community fund is an employ-
ee-owned and operated nonprofit organization that used the
contributions of Boeing employees to support charitable
organizations in areas where contributors live and work.



Los Angeles Maritime Museum
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SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

[] l'am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.
[L1$30 INDIVIDUAL ~ [[]$45 FAMILY [1$100 SPONSOR [] I'would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name

D $250 STEWARD |:| $500 BENEFACTOR |:| $1.000 PATRON and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/

family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

] New Membership [ Membership Renewal ] My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

(] Gift Membership (M [Jwrs. [ IMmr.&Mrs. [ Mms. [ miss [ ] (other)

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)
|:| Check enclosed, payable to:
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Charge my: SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME
[_]visa[_]MasterCard [_] American Express [_] Discover Card

ADDRESS
Credit Card Number
CITY STATE 7P
Expiration Date CSC code
FuTName as Tt Appears on Card DAYTIME TELEPHONE
Signature E-MAIL ADDRESS



