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Los Angeles
Maritime Museum

Channel Crossings

Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street

San Pedro, CA 90731
(310) 548-7618
www.lamaritimemuseum.org
Museum Hours:
Tuesday—Sunday, 10:00 2.m.—5:00 p.m.
(last entry 4:30 p.m.)

Closed Mondays and Holidays
Channel Crossings is published by the
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum. The Museum is a special facility
of the City of Los Angeles, Department of
Recreation and Parks, operating with
financial assistance of the Friends of the
Los Angeles Maritime Museum, a 501(c)
(3) corporation.

MUSEUM STAFF
Director: Marifrances Trivelli
Operations Manager: Chanthell Nelson
Archivist/Librarian:
Elizabeth Ruth-Abramian
Curator: Tara Fansler
Registrar: Lucy Ruggirello
Park Services Attendants:

Scott Garrabrant, Richard Delos Reyes
Clerk Typist: Mervet Guindi
Museum Guides: Beth Canedo,
Amy Epperhart, Vanessa Martin,
Cynthia Murillo, Angela Scott
Maintenance:

Rodolfo Aguilar, Arjanie Ortega

FRIENDS OF THE
LOS ANGELES MARITIME MUSEUM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Jim Whitt
Secretary-Treasurer: Anthony DiTucci
Norman T. Booth, Jr., Paul Irving,
Paul Nitchman, Torrance Parker,
Barbara Wallace

DEPARTMENT OF
RECREATION AND PARKS
General Manager: Mike Shull
Assistant General Manager:

Kevin Regan, Regina Adams
Superintendent, Pacific Region: Carl Cooper
Principal Recreation Supervisor:
Carolyn James

Cover photograph: Tattoo of Admiral
Lord Nelson by Kathryn Mussallem

Director’s Message

By Marifrances Trivelli

The Museum has just completed its spring tour program, with
a brief respite before the summer campers and year-round stu-
dents start to arrive. As always, it is a joy to greet the students,
and see the “aha” look in their eyes as they draw connections
between the maritime world and their own lives.

In addition to their Museum field trip, many students are
also enjoying a free harbor tour, courtesy of the Port of Los Angeles School Boat
Tour program. The Port subsidizes the transportation, and students enjoy a boat
tour followed by a Museum field trip. For many children, it is their first time on
the water and their first time visiting a museum, and I thank the Port and all of
our staff and volunteers for making their day educational, fun, and memorable.

With all of the happy shouts and lines of school buses in front of the Museum,
let’s not forget that the Museum is a year-round destination, not just for school
groups, but for entire families as well.

We were thrilled to receive a visit
from KTLA reporter Gayle Anderson,
and in honor of armed services week,
we were able to showcase our USS LOS

Gayle Anderson interviewing Museum
Director Marifrances Trivelli in the
Navy Hall; USS LOS ANGELES CA-135
veterans Don Pico (left) and Jim Whitt.
Photos by Bobbie Pico

ANGELES exhibit to viewers across Los Angeles.

Next, the Automobile Club of Southern California’s Westways magazine ranked
the Museum among the top places to discover in San Pedro. Social media blog-
gers are helping spread the word that
the Museum is affordable and family-
friendly.

So how can we continue to promote
not only the Maritime Museum, but all
of the other wonderful nearby sites?
Working on a solution, we have teamed
up with our next door neighbor, the
battleship IOWA, to produce the L.A.
Waterfront Passport Program. This is a
special opportunity for anyone inter-
esting in discovering the harbor area.
For one fee, they may explore eight
sites and enjoy discounts at select area

A passport and illustrated map are
your guide to the bharbor, past and
restaurants. present”. Photograph courtesy Pacific

Along with the Port of Los Angles and ~ Battleship Center
other points of interest, we are marketing the San Pedro and Wilmington attrac-
tions as the “LA Waterfront”. You can learn more about the passport program by
visiting www.pacificbattleship.com and clicking on “tickets”. It’s a wonderful way
to get acquainted or re-acquainted with all that our harbor has to offer.

See you on the waterfront, and thanks for your support!
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President’s Message

By Jim Whitt, President, Friends of
the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Often when summer is upon us, our
thoughts are filled with vacations and
a more leisurely pace. But let’s not
forget that the Museum needs our
help throughout the year.

With the tugboat ANGELS GATE due
for her biennial overhaul, continued
renovations of the exhibition areas,
and the ongoing work of caring for
the artifacts, the Friends of the Los
Angeles Maritime Museum work year-round to support the
Museum.

It is heartening, but not surprising, that the Museum has
received some very positive publicity recently, both on televi-
sion and through social media. I say “not surprising” because
I personally know how much time the staff and volunteers
dedicate to making our Museum the best it can be.

And so I encourage all of you to renew your memberships,
or give an additional gift now, before the busy summer sea-
son. You can do this in several ways—by check payable to
the Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum, using any
major credit card, or completing form on the back of this
issue to either renew your membership or purchase a gift
membership for a loved one. Your support means “smooth
sailing” for years to come!

Sailors enjoying some free time on deck. Museum Collection

Navy Days LA Set for August 6-9

One of the highlights of the summer is the annual Navy
Days event, combining free educational “STEM” programs
and tours of active duty Navy Ships. On August 6-7, local
youth groups will have the opportunity to learn about
STEM: (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math), prior
to visiting one of the ships. During the weekend of August
8-9, the ships will welcome the general public. Tours will
be free but reservations are required. The names of the
visiting ships have not been confirmed, so be sure to check
www.navydaysla.org/next-port-visit to learn more as details
become available.

The cover of Terminal Island:
Lost Communities of Los

Angeles Harbor features a

1906 cyanotype taken by Olive
Percival. The cover also bears the
name of the island in Japanese
script.
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‘Terminal Island: The Lost
Communities of Los Angeles Harbor’

By Tara Fansler, Museum Curator

Terminal Island: The Lost Communities of Los Angeles
Harbor is a new book published by the Port of Los Angeles.
Co-authored by Geraldine Knatz and Naomi Hirahara, it is
written in two parts and covers the early history of Terminal
Island from the 1890s to 1942.

The first half, written by Geraldine Knatz, former direc-
tor of the Port of Los Angeles, covers roughly 1890 to 1920
and focuses on the island as a beach community and resort
destination. Knatz presents a host of lively characters who
populated the island, from wealthy Angelenos visiting beach
homes and grand hotels, to bohemian writers and artists
from the Arroyo Seco, who squatted in beach shacks on the
breakwater.

Naomi Hirahara, a well-known novelist and journalist,
focuses on the decades from 1920 to 1940 and Terminal
Island’s development into a center of fishing and canning.
Community takes precedence over commerce for Hirahara,
who explores religion, education, work and play for the
thousands of Japanese individuals who lived near Fish Har-
bor. Hirahara’s prose is both heartbreaking and dignified as
she tells the stories of incarceration and removal following
Pearl Harbor.

With a forward by William Deverell, director of the Hun-
tington—-USC Institute on California and the West, Terminal
Island: The Lost Communities of Los Angeles Harbor, can
be enjoyed by scholars and non-historians alike. With 287
pages and over 225 photographs, illustrations and maps, this
attractive, large-format softcover
presents the human history of one
of the most industrialized places
in America. Supplies are limited,
$35 retail, $31.50 for members; to
reserve your copy, call the LAMM
Museum Store at (310) 548-7618.

Hiroshi “Chuck” Furutani, father
of California State Assemblyman
Warren Furutani, grew up on
Terminal Island. For bis 12th
birthday be bad a cake in the
shape of a steamship, the S.S.
HIROSHI. Circa 1938. Port of Los
Angeles photo.
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Skin Art, Whales’ Teeth, Maritime California, and
the Pacific Empire: Stories for Summer Reading

By Liz Ruth, Librarian,
Los Angeles Maritime Museum Reference Library

Tattoo History: a Source
Book: An Anthology of
Historical Records of
Tattooing throughout the
World. Edited and Introduced
by Steve Gilbert with the
Collaboration of Cheralea
Gilbert. Published by Steve
Gilbert, 2000. Printed by Juno
Books. 216 pages, includes
illustrations, references and
index.

Since ancient times, tattoos
have been identified as the co-
expression of the tattoo artist
and the person being tattooed. The word “tattoo” was brought
back to the First World in 1771 from the Pacific journeys of ex-
plorer James Cook. The practice was first described by Cook’s
botanist, Joseph Banks, as skin art, painting or staining.

Cook’s visit to Tahiti yielded art and cultural treasures then
unknown to Europeans, but they were already well-developed
forms of expression in Polynesia. In the Library’s new book, Tat-
too History, a Source Book, the author characterizes Polynesian
tattoos as “the most intricate and skillful... in the ancient world.”

Perhaps because the topic is currently regarded as exotic,
Gilbert’s work is a fascinating and thorough history of the art
of tattoo, and an absorbing read. The author shows that in
many of the ancient societies and especially in Japan, tattoos
were common.

Recalling that the art of Japanese wood-block printing fea-
tured detailed portraits of skin painting, Gilbert describes the
illustrations in a book, Suikoden, a tale of outlaws in old China
in the 12th century. When this book was published by a ukiyoe*
artist in the late 1820s, it was immediately popular. The artistic
style of these Japanese tattoos became iconic and represented
personal values such as courage and loyalty.

The author knits together seemingly disparate pieces of history
to reveal how the art was developed, its transference in modern
times to cultures in North and South America, Europe, and
forms of play such as the circus. Author Gilbert shows that, no
matter the alliance among men of Asian, Jewish, Arabic, Chris-
tian background, or other groups, the art of skin painting has
also been “associated with membership... and group identity”
(p-159) and this is an unspoken language that crosses cultural
barriers; yet ironically, women use tattoos “to show defiance of
male domination” (p.159).

In 21 chapters, Gilbert’s Tattoo History, a Source Book,
examines tattooing and portrays it as a highly developed art.
Outlining not only history but also recent developments of the
art in the United States and Polynesia and elsewhere, Gilbert
includes contributions by late 20th century artists Sailor Jerry
and Don Hardy. The book is illustrated with both black and
white and color photographs and line drawings, and includes
chapter by chapter references and an index.
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*ukiyo-e is a Japanese word that refers to a style of printmaking
and painting of very colorful figures and landscapes designed
to illustrate stories, folk tales, and ultimately a wealthy and
merchant class lifestyle.

Astoria: Jobn Jacob Astor and Thomas
Jefferson’s Lost Pacific Empire; a Story
of Wealth, Ambition and Survival. /
Peter Stark. Published by an Imprint of
Harper Collins Publishers, New York,
2014. 366 pages; includes illustrations,
some color, maps, notes, sources and
index.

If you like reality tales, Peter Stark’s
“Astoria, John Jacob Astor and Thomas Jef-
ferson’s Lost Pacific Empire” is one story
you don’t want to miss. The story is one of extreme hardship
and tragedy with survival and success of the colony granted to
only a few of the original participants.

Oil, Ice and Bone: Artic Whaler Na-
thaniel Ransom. / Helen Hiller Frink.
Published by Peter E. Randall, 2015. 178
pages, including illustrations, end-notes
and sources.

“Qil, Ice and Bone: Artic Whaler Na-
thaniel Ransom”, written by Helen Frink,
descendent of Ransom, conveys the ter-
rifying experiences of four New England
whaling fleet expeditions to the frozen
Northern continent.

0il, lee, and Bone

Aiers Whaler Narbanicl Zanwmm

Beyond the Golden Gate: A Maritime
History of California. / Timothy G.
Lynch. Published by Fort Schuyler Press,
State University of New York, 2015. 318
pages, includes illustrations in black and
white and bibliography.

Beyond the Golden Gate presents a
concise and inclusive history of the Cali-
fornia Pacific Coast written by historian
Lynch who formerly served as faculty at
California Maritime Academy. This could
be a valuable reference work for the student of California history.

BEVOMD THE GOLDEM GATE

A Marivime Flamiey ol Calilirmnis

Watch for the following titles in the Library this summer:

At Sea with the Scientifics: the Challenger letters of Joseph
Matkin. / Rehbock.

Dragon Sea, a True Tale. / Frank Pope

Iron Men, Wooden Women. / Creighton, Norling

Mammouth Book of Storms, Shipwrecks... / Lawrence.

The Man Who Ate His Boots. / Anthony Brandt

Seafaring Lore and Legend. / Jean

Thunderstruck. / Erik Larsen.

Visit the Library to review these books and our collections.
With your Museum membership, books may be borrowed for up
to three weeks! Come on in and see for yourself. Or go online to
our webpages at http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org/discover-1/
library/ for more information.
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‘Tattoos & Scrimshaw’
Exhibit Makes Its Mark
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Tattoos are not just for sailors any-
more. But did you know that the

popular art of tattooing has a maritime

origin? Tattoos and Scrimshaw: the Art
of the Sailor is the newest temporary

exhibit, on display through December

13.

histories.

Discover how contact between early
British sailors and the Tahitian people
brought forth the origins of Western
tattooing culture, and how sailors
used tattoos to document their own

Enjoy a gallery of sailors’ tattoos from
the lens of photographer Kathryn Mus-
sallem, along with video clips featuring
the work of famous American tattoo
artist Sailor Jerry.

Learn how San Pedro tattoo art-
ist Terri Morgan'‘s first customers were

Long Beach sailors, and see vintage

scrimshaw.

Contemporary sailors’ tattoos,
photographed by Kathryn Mussallem.

Left: A life-size poster reveals the
location and meaning of many sailors’
tattoos. Artwork by Lucy Bellwood.

photographs of local tattoo parlors.
Sailors’ tattoos were not their only
type of art. Historically, the practice of
hunting whales meant that whale ivory
became a “canvas” for the sailors’ art of

See how etchings on ivory teeth
and tusks became treasured works of
art, and view some intricate modern
examples, courtesy of the Maritime
Museum of San Diego.

This exhibit is made possible by: Van-
couver Maritime Museum, Maritime
Museum of San Diego, Columbia River
Maritime Museum, SoCal Tattoo, and
the Friends of Los Angeles Maritime
Museum. Special thanks to Lucy Bell-
wood and Ron Tremblay Design.

Terri Morgan, owner
of SoCal Tattoo.
Pbhotograph courtesy
Terri Morgan
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CAMM President Dave Pearson, Deputy Director of the
Columbia River Maritime Museum, addresses the attendees
in the Brass Room.

Attendees enjoy a barbor tour, courtesy of Harbor Breeze
Cruises. All conference photos by Candace Clifford.

Museum Hosts Annual Conference of the
Council of American Maritime Museums

The Council of American Maritime Museums (CAMM) was
founded in 1974, bringing together institutions working to-
ward the preservation and interpretation of North America’s

Sam Heed, Senior Historian and Director of Education,
Kalmar Nyckel Foundation, receives the CAMM banner
from Maritime Museum Director Marifrances Trivelli.
CAMM President Dave Pearson is on the right. The 2016
CAMM Conference will be beld aboard KALMAR NYCKEL in
Wilmington, Delaware.

Bon Voyage, Franceen!

By Marifrances Trivelli, Director

It was a sad day in April when we bid “Bon Voyage” to longtime Museum Secretary
Franceen McClung upon her retirement. A member of a well-known San Pedro
fishing family, Franceen brought her hometown pride and vast local knowledge
to her job as secretary. We will miss her organizational skills, creative solutions,
humor, and willingness to do whatever was needed, but most of all we will miss

her friendship.

The good news is that Franceen will continue to assist the Friends on a part-
time basis, maintaining the membership program. She’s also looking forward to
traveling and enjoying her family, especially her six grandchildren.

Thank you, Franceen!

maritime heritage. The Council promotes research, exhib-
its, and publications among its members and acts as the
authoritative voice on policy matters that impact maritime
preservation.

Each year, CAMM convenes in a different part of the United
States and this spring, the Los Angeles Maritime Museum was
proud to be the host. This was the first time a CAMM confer-
ence was held in Los Angeles, and it was a special opportunity
to show off the newly-improved Museum and waterfront to
colleagues from across the country, as well as Australia.

Attendees from museums such as Mystic Seaport, Mariners
Museum, the Smithsonian, San Francisco Maritime National
Historical Park, and Australian National Maritime Museum
enjoyed two days of sessions, sightseeing, and networking.

Topics included Maritime Museums in the 21st Century,
Ranking Historic Ships, and Overcoming Disaster: Rebuild-
ing the Maritime and Seafood Industry Museum After Hur-
ricane Katrina.

Special thanks to the Crowne Plaza Hotel, battleship IOWA,
Harbor Breeze Cruises, Captain Dan Salas, Captain Anthony
DiTucci, the Los Angeles Yacht Club, and the staff of the Mari-
time Museum for their outstanding hospitality.

Museum photograph
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Welcome,
New Members!

SPONSOR

Chris, Debbie and Candice Anderson
Lon and Beckie Bess

Capt. Robert and Beverly Koehler
FAMILY

Adam and Rachel Rioux

INDIVIDUAL
David Cole

Donations

The Friends of the Los Angeles
Maritime Museum thanks the
Jfollowing for their special donations:

Angela Bland
San Pedro Retired Elk
Robert and Rose Santich

Memorial donations
In memory of “Gunner” Overall

In memory of J. Peter Baumagartner

Thank You to Those Who Have
Recently Renewed Their Support...

PATRON
Marie M. Ammer

BENEFACTOR
Robert A. and Rose Santich

STEWARD

Jerry A. and Carol Aspland
Norman A. DeWitt

James F. Park

Don and Carol Swenson

SPONSOR

John R. Brunac

Edwin E. Burt

Anthony and Julie DiTucci
Louis and Suzanne Dominguez
Matthew Gorry

Yasuhiko and Cleo Komorita
Larry and Jean Lofthus

Dolores Matich

William Muller

Museum Supporter (Anonymous)
Andrew and Nancy Parleto

Beth Canedo Amy Epperbart

e’
il

Cynthia Murillo

Lucy Ruggirello

Best Wishes to Museum’s Graduating Staffers

2015 is shaping up to be the year of
graduations! Four of our talented staff
received their degrees this spring. We
extend congratulations to Museum
Registrar Lucy Ruggirello (California
State University, Long Beach, studio
art), Museum Guides Beth Canedo

(UCLA, anthropology), Cynthia Murillo
(Cal State Dominguez Hills, communi-
cation), and Amy Epperhart (University
of Massachusetts, Boston, women and
gender studies).

Congratulations to all!

A Gift for the Future

Though museums preserve the past, we need to plan for the future as well. When
preparing your estate plans, please consider making a gift to Friends of the Los
Angeles Maritime Museum. Your gift will become your legacy and help ensure that
we continue to fulfill our mission for years to come. Consult with your financial
advisor for details, or contact the Museum at (310) 548-7618.

FAMILY

Richard Bergstrom

Frank and Raquel Borden

Stephen Cole

Olaf and Mona Engvig

Jack and Julie Faucett, Jr.

Robert and Marguerite Gillespie
Philip and Antoinette Paglia Gruskin
Raymond and Sybil Herbrick

Paul and Charleen Husebye

Ana Jaksic

Andrew Kustich

Ron and Terry Mack

Anthony and Anna Marie Martinovich
Lenz and Lorraine Meylan

Capt. Jackson and Edith Pearson
Paul Petrich Jr.

Don and Mary Sloper

Ted and Bonnie Winters

INDIVIDUAL

Virginia E. Brownell
Richard Chikami
Robert Grossman
Anne B. Gusha
Lyman Halbin
Stephen Lawson
Daniel T. Munoz
Mike O’Connell
Dana T. Parker
Nancy Richardson
John Rockwood
Mary Rodriguez
Major Chris Rubacha
Francis X. Segura
Janet Stevens

David Steybe

Harry A. Thomas
Betty Tobin

Did You Know...

that as a member of the Friends of the LA
Maritime Museum your tax-deductible
donations bring you a
boatload of benefits?
And Friends who join
at the Sponsor level
and above can enjoy b
free admission at more

than 80 maritime

wv
U8 -
museums? See the

back page for details! MBeieea N
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Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, California 90731

SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

[] l'am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.
[L1$30 INDIVIDUAL ~ [[]$45 FAMILY [1$100 SPONSOR [] I'would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name

D $250 STEWARD |:| $500 BENEFACTOR |:| $1,000 PATRON and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/

family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

] New Membership [ Membership Renewal ] My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

(] Gift Membership (M [Jwrs. [ IMmr.&Mrs. [ Mms. [ miss [ ] (other)

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)
|:| Check enclosed, payable to:
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Charge my: SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME
[_]visa[_]MasterCard [_] American Express [_] Discover Card

ADDRESS
Credit Card Number
CITY STATE 7P
Expiration Date CSC code
FuTName as Tt Appears on Card DAYTIME TELEPHONE
Signature E-MAIL ADDRESS



