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Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

Channel Crossings has a new look! You are enjoying the first issue printed in 
full color.  We’ve realized that the black-and-white format did not give us a chance 
to show off our wonderful historic photograph collection to its best advantage 
and we hope you are pleased with this eye-catching new format.

This issue includes the second and final installment of the purse seiner DEL RIO 
story, written by Museum member Paul Petrich. Paul has meticulously researched 
the DEL RIO’s history, one that is intertwined with the heyday of the fishing industry.

At the same time as we were preparing this newsletter for press, the famous 
neon sign from Canetti’s Seafood Grotto made its way to our fishing exhibit.  The 
newly-restored sign casts a neon glow and is catching the attention of new and 
regular visitors alike.  The history of the sign, and the concerted effort to save it, 
is another example of the community’s strong commitment to the Museum and 
the maritime history we preserve.

We are fortunate to have our Museum building as a strong link to our maritime 
past. Built in 1941 as a ferry terminal, our building became a fine example of 
“adaptive reuse” when, in 1980, it was transformed into the Los Angeles Maritime 
Museum. Now in its 70th year, our building will be receiving a much-needed new 
coat of paint, thanks to the Port of Los Angeles.  The exterior color scheme will be 
the terra-cotta look that was used in the 1950s, (see page 9 for a peek from the past).

But our improvements will not end when the paint job is complete! Next year, 
the San Pedro waterfront redevelopment work will resume with new landscap-
ing and watercuts designed to increase public access, and the Museum will be at 
the center of the activity. We will keep our normal hours of operation during the 
construction project, and hope you will stop by often to check on the progress.  
When the project is complete, we can expect many new visitors who will spend 
the day enjoying our museum and surrounding attractions. 

As always, we will be developing new exhibits and tours, and it is the support 
of our members that makes this possible. If you have ever considered becoming 
more involved, now is the time!  We have opportunities for  volunteer tour guides, 
front desk greeters, and tug crew. Thank you for your support, and we look forward 
to your being on board for this next chapter in our history!

Film Festival Features ‘Joe’s Sea’
It’s time for the Los Angeles Harbor International 

Film Festival, to be held April 14-17 at the historic 
Warner Grand theatre in San Pedro. Once again, the 
Museum is proud to be an in-kind sponsor of this 
annual event. Museum members enjoy discounts to 
the films and the Hollywood Nostalgia Tribute on 
April 16. 

Don’t miss the special screening of the docu-
mentary: “Joe’s Sea” (Il Mare di Joe) on the evening 
of April 14. Directed by Enzo Incontro, “Joe’s Sea” 
follows Sicilian fisherman Joe Bonanno from his 
home in Sicily to California, and ultimately to Alaska 
in search of fish.   

The popular “Read the Book, Sea the Movie” com-
ponent is back this year. Stop by the Museum’s Sea Chest Gift Shop to pick up your 
free copy of “Treasure Island” by Robert Louis Stevenson, and be sure to attend 
the showing of the Disney classic version of the novel on April 14. For festival 
information and tickets, call  (310) 519-0756 or visit www.laharborfilmfest.com

Front cover: photo of Joe Canetti by 
Lucy Ruggirello
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By Marifrances Trivelli, Museum Director
When the “Caught, Canned, and Eaten: A History of San 

Pedro’s Fishing and Canning Industries” exhibit opened in 
December 2006, we intentionally left some blank space on 
the walls, and even installed some extra electrical outlets, 
“just in case”.  We knew that there must be some large, 
wonderful fishing or cannery-related artifact that was still 
unknown to us, and we wanted to be sure we had space to 
display more treasures. 

Our hunch proved correct in February, when the neon 
sign from Canetti’s Seafood Grotto, and Table Number One 
became the newest additions to the fishing exhibit. For lo-
cal visitors, Canetti’s Seafood Grotto needs no introduction.  
Ever since the late 1940s, Canetti’s was the place where 
fishermen, longshoremen, and even an occasional celebrity 
would gather for an early breakfast or lunch. Customers 
would always find food, shouting, and lots of laughs at “Table 
Number One”. In the 1990s, Canetti’s was even featured on 
the Huell Howser “California’s Gold” program!

The history of Canetti’s Seafood Grotto began in the 
1940s, when the Canetti family opened a small market on 
the San Pedro waterfront (approximately where Ports O’Call 
village is located today). By 1949, the business had been re-
located to 309 East 22nd Street, and son Joe Canetti, home 
from the Army, opened his restaurant on the west side of 
the building.  Joe designed the neon fish sign himself, which 
stood high on a pole just outside the front door. Inside, the 
walls were filled with mementoes and news clips from the 
fishing industry, and the menu varied with the catch of the 
day. 

In January, 2010, owner Joe Canetti decided to retire and 
close the restaurant, and the Canetti family offered the sign, 
Table One, and four chairs to the Museum. Now the neon sign 
shines once more, this time as part of our fishing exhibit, and 
Table One is set with (plastic) renditions of fish and chips!

The Museum is grateful to the Port of Los Angeles, Con-
struction and Maintenance Division, for removing the sign 
from its original location and storing it safely until it was 
ready to be restored.

The crew of Wellingon Signs, San Pedro installed a new 
transformer, cleaned the sign  (but left the original “patina”) 
and then installed the sign in its new home with inches to 
spare! Through the generosity of the Canetti family, the 
Museum is preserving the history of one of the best-known 
dining spots on the waterfront.

Canetti’s Sign, 
Table One Joins 
Museum Exhibits

Randy Weston, Abel Aguilar (behind the sign), and Alex 
Hernandez from Wellington Signs, San Pedro, carefully 
ease the sign into place. (M. Trivelli photo)

Joe Canetti and his wife, Anna Mae, recognize familiar 
faces in the fishermen’s mural. (Lucy Ruggirello photo)



4	 Channel Crossings	 Spring 2011

Shipwreck 
of the 
Purse Seiner

By Paul Petrich, Jr.

Paul Petrich: One of Three 
of the Del Rio Original Owners

Paul Petrich was the navigator on the Del Rio, and one of 
its three owners at the time of her sale to the U.S. Govern-
ment. He was born in Komiza, on the isle of Vis, in 1913. 
He arrived in San Pedro in 1929 at the age of sixteen, with 
his mother, Katica, and three sisters, Tonka, Dobrila, and 
Lucretia. 

Paul’s father, Ivan Petric, had preceded his family to San 
Pedro by nine years. Paul’s father fished on many boats for 
sardines, mackerel, tuna, and “whitefish”, sending money 
back to Croatia to support his family, then sent them all boat 
tickets after he earned enough money to build a house for 
the family in San Pedro. 

Paul dropped out of school to work in the canneries, but 
took marine navigation classes privately and passed an exam 
to get his navigator’s license. He served first as a navigator, 
then as a skipper on other purse seiners prior to buying his 
share of the Del Rio. 

Paul married his first wife, Antoinette Borcich, soon after 
buying into the Del Rio. He met her when they both worked 
in the canneries. However, Paul became a widower when his 
wife died giving birth to his first son in 1939. Antoinette was 
born in Bellingham, Washington near Tacoma. Her parents 
were from a village on Vis very near Komiza.

Paul joined the U.S. Naval Reserve soon after the sale of the 
Del Rio. Immediately after Pearl Harbor, the Navy called him 
up and assigned him to be a port pilot under command of 
the U.S. Coast Guard’s Captain of the Port in the Los Angeles-
Long Beach Harbor. His assignment was to pilot large ships 
into the huge harbor through the submarine net complex 
and mine fields protecting the harbor entrance. 

Port pilots would board the ships three miles outside the 
harbor gate to temporarily replace the ship’s captain. One 
of the first ships Paul piloted into the harbor was the USS 
Pennsylvania, a battleship that had been damaged at Pearl 
Harbor. It went through repairs in San Francisco Bay and 
came through the port of Los Angeles prior to redeployment 
in the Pacific.

In September of 1943, Paul was given orders to hook up 
with a fleet tugboat in the Pacific Theater. By mid-November, 
he was a noncommissioned officer on the USS Mataco (ATF-
86) as it supported the Fifth Fleet’s attack on Tarawa Atoll. 

Five nights after the main Marine assault on Betio Island, 
Paul skippered a launch from the Mataco, to find the crip-
pled submarine USS Nautilus as she hid from enemy forces 
amongst the surrounding islets. 

The Nautilus had secretly, and successfully, deployed a 
Marine reconnaissance company on Apamama, one of the 
outer islets, after taking fire that damaged her conning tower. 
The Mataco towed the disabled submarine over 1,800 miles 
back to Pearl Harbor for repairs, avoiding Japanese subma-
rine attack.42  

Paul married his second wife, Muriel Johnson, immedi-
ately after the war. He met her in Miami, Florida in 1945, 
where he was sent by the Navy to an advanced officer train-
ing school in preparation for an expected long conflict in 
the Pacific with Japan. Muriel happened to be a volunteer 
at a military social that Paul attended, and it was love at first 
sight. They dated on Paul’s breaks from study and training. 

After Paul finished his officer’s training, he was sent 
to Texas to command a new fleet tugboat that was to be 
deployed in the Pacific, however WWII came to a sudden, 
unexpected end. Paul immediately went back to Miami to 
propose to Muriel, and she accepted! 

Upon returning to the U.S., Paul had been allowed by 
the Navy to purchase back his share of the Del Rio. When 
he returned with Muriel to San Pedro at war’s end, he sold 
the Del Rio to Marijan Katnich. Paul skippered a tugboat and 
another fishing boat a few years. 

In 1949, he then embarked upon a career with the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish & Game, eventually skippering 
three of their research vessels: the Yellowfin; the N. B. Sco-
field; and the Alaska. They were all berthed in San Pedro. 
These research vessels, and their biologist, were conducting 
research related to the decline of various species of fish along 
the California coast, including the once bountiful sardines. 

Paul retired from the DFG in 1979 as the supervisor for 
the entire DFG fleet. He earlier retired with the rank of com-

Del Rio
Continued from previous issue
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continued on next page

mander from the United States Navy Reserve. Muriel and 
Paul had two more children, Dianne and Ted, both born in 
San Pedro, as was his first son, Paul Jr.43

The Vital San Pedro Fishing Industry During World War II
During WWII, the San Pedro fishing industry was very 

productive, even though many boats had been drafted for 
military duty and strict national security measures had to be 
observed, especially in regard to leaving and entering Los 
Angeles Harbor. 

The Federal Government’s WWII War Foods Administra-
tion soon earmarked 100 per cent of the annual catch to 
the armed forces, and 12 canneries were running full force, 
even though wartime labor was in short supply.44 Access in 
and out of the greater harbor was only at a specific time in 
the early mornings for the fishing boats. 

A huge “submarine net” that then enclosed the harbor 
entrances, was lowered for shallow draft boats to pass over. 
All the boats, in addition, had to stop at two “Light Ships”, one 
inside the harbor, and one outside of it, to pass security clear-
ances.45 Similar submarine nets and tight security measures 
were employed at San Francisco Bay and San Diego Harbor.

All the fishermen in San Pedro understood the reason for 
such security. Immediately after Pearl Harbor, in December 
of 1941, nine ships were attacked along the west coast of the 
U. S. by Japanese submarines (out of a total of 18 throughout 
the WWII).46

The first of these ships attacked was the Cynthia Olson, en 
route to Hawaii from Tacoma, Washington. It was sunk with 
all hands lost, including the captain and a crewman, both 
from San Pedro.47 Another, the lumber freighter Absaroka, 
was hit by torpedoes just three miles from the Los Angeles 
Harbor entrance, killing one crew member and injuring 
others.

Also, on February 23, 1942 a Japanese submarine sur-
faced off of Goleta, near Santa Barbara, and shelled the 
Elwood Oil Pier, firing 25 or 26 cannon shots as President 
Roosevelt was speaking on the radio.48 The shelling lasted 
45 minutes. The nearby Timbers Restaurant on the Coast 
Highway today was partially constructed using some timbers 
of the pier. Damage from the attack was minimal. Only one 
shot hit its mark. But some of the shells did land near the 
surrounding ranch houses.49

The importance of the fishing industry in California to 
the war effort was evident soon after the war began. Canned 
fish became a wartime staple: first for consumption at home, 
then for the troops fighting overseas. San Pedro’s output was 
crucial, since the industry in Monterey and San Francisco Bay 
were initially crippled by a Federal Government declaration 
establishing a “Restricted Zone” for all enemy aliens. No alien 
from any of the countries with which the U.S. was at war was 
allowed to live or work within the zone.50  

Also, in San Diego, which had become known as “The 
Tuna Capital of the World,” the fishing industry practically 
shut down as 55 percent of the tonnage capacity of its clip-
per fleet shrank when larger boats were requisitioned by the 
military, and when 600 fishermen, mostly Portuguese and 
Italian, volunteered to crew on those vessels for the Navy 
and the Army.51

The Restricted Zone stretched from the north border of 
Santa Barbara County to the Oregon border along the coast. 
It affected the Italian communities the most, as the Japanese 
were to be interned, and German aliens were relatively few 
in number within the zone. 

Ten thousand Italians were forced to move inland, and this 
immediately affected a lot of fishing families from Monterey 
northward. One thousand four hundred Italians had to leave 
Pittsburg, for example, where they worked in the largest can-
ning and processing enterprise existing in the San Francisco 
Bay. Monterey had a population of 3,000 Italians by 1940. 
Most of them were involved in the fishing industry, and the 
order required half of them to move as far inland as Salinas.52

This order, in reality, lasted only until June; and officially, 
only until Columbus Day of 1942 when it was announced 
that Italian nationals would no longer be classified as “en-
emies.”53 By June, our government may have begun to realize 
that Italian Americans quite possibly were the largest ethnic 
group serving courageously in our military, and that many 
of their so called “enemy alien” relatives wanted to join our 
side as well. 
The Secret U.S Coast Guard 
Fishing Boat Patrol During WWII

The San Pedro fishing fleet was called upon to volunteer 
for an urgent and secret patrol duty for the USCG five months 
after Pearl Harbor. Borti Petrich, skipper of the purse seiner 
Santa Rosalia, was contacted and asked to organize a fleet 
of fishing boats that would patrol the seas 500 miles off the 
Southern California coast and to the south beyond the Mexi-
can border almost to the tip of Baja California. 

It appeared that U.S. Navy Intelligence had lost track of the 
Japanese Imperial Fleet that had attacked Pearl Harbor. It had 
sailed southeast to attack the port of Darwin in Australia, then 
into the Java Sea and the Indian Ocean, everywhere inflicting 
defeats in battles with American, British, and Dutch warships. 

It also successfully supported troop landings in Southeast 
Asia. When it returned into the Pacific Ocean in mid-April, 
the U.S. Navy was getting conflicting decryptions of radio 

Science team viewing Del Rio wreckage: Patrick Smith 
(CMAR), Matt Davis (NOAA), and Ian Williams (NPS). (Photo 
by Robert Schwemmer)
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intercepts. 
In fact, the Imperial Fleet had split into two main forces, 

one going to the South Pacific and the other into the North 
Pacific. Navy Intelligence seemed seriously concerned as to 
whether the Japanese Fleet would show up off the Southern 
California coast.54

Borti Petrich was made a captain in the USCG Auxiliary. In 
mid April 1942, he organized about nine volunteering boats 
with partial crews. They were sent out to sea 500 miles to 
specific sections about 100 miles apart with sealed orders to 
search for the Japanese Fleet. 

For three weeks the patrol followed the orders, with one 
possible sighting of an unidentified periscope. No radio 
usage was allowed except to report a sighting, or to accept 
incoming communication from monitoring Coast Guard 
cutters and PBY reconnaissance planes. 

According to Anthony Mardesich, a crew member on the 
Western Clipper, which was assigned to patrol west of Cedros 
Island in Baja California, this patrolling fleet was scheduled to 
rotate with other fishing boats that were fishing at the time.55 

However, during the first week of  May 4, 1942, the search 
was called off, as the Japanese Fleet in question was found 
by the U.S. Navy in the Coral Sea as it tried land troops in 
Port Moresby, New Guinea, only 300 miles from Australia. 
The northern part of the Imperial Fleet would soon sail on 
a mission to attack and occupy Midway Island, the US Navy 
base on the westernmost extension of the Hawaiian Islands 
chain.56 

During the March 1945 meeting of the Fisherman’s Coop-
erative Association, Borti Petrich was installed as president. 
He also accepted the United States Coast Guard’s “Security 
Shield of Honor Award” on behalf of all the all the fishermen 
in San Pedro. Captain W. F. Towle, USCG Commandant—11th 
Naval District declared that “the award was given in appre-
ciation of the service by the fishermen of Los Angeles and 
Long Beach Harbor, and the excellent manner in which they 
carried out their work in the face of wartime obstacles.”57

Some old-timers in the San Pedro fishing industry have 
shared a recall that the Del Rio was one of the San Pedro 
boats assigned to the secret US Coast Guard fishing boat pa-
trol of early 1942. However, as the research above indicates, 

by the time this patrol was sent out to sea, the Del Rio had 
already been commissioned to be the AMc 19 Grosbeak and 
was seeing duty in the San Francisco Bay area. But, men of 
the sea are more inclined to recognize the boats they love 
more by their design and compatibility with the sea, than 
by their name. 

So, if anyone reading this account has information, that 
indeed, the Del Rio visited Southern California waters during 
WWII as the AMc Grosbeak, please pass on the information 
to the following contacts: Paul Petrich Jr. (author), 805-683-
8574 and ppetrich39@hotmail.com; or Robert Schwemmer 
( West Coast Regional Maritime Heritage Coordinator for 
NOAA), Robert.schwemmer@noaa.gov.
Shipwrecks in the Channel Islands National Marine 
Sanctuary and the Channel Islands National Park

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), within the Department of Commerce, administers 
the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary (CINMS) 
located off the coasts of Santa Barbara and Ventura counties. 
The sanctuary is a special place for species close to extinction, 
sensitive habitats, and maritime heritage artifacts, including 
shipwrecks. 

The sanctuary’s management approach is to promote 
long-term conservation of all the aforementioned natural and 
cultural resources. Its ocean domain includes the waters  six 
nautical miles around the islands of Santa Barbara, Anacapa, 
Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa, and San Miguel. 

The CINMS works in close partnership with the Channel 
Islands National Park (CINP), which encompasses the land, 
and its natural and cultural resources, on the same five is-
lands. The CINP also protects submerged lands, and waters 
within one nautical mile of each island. 

The CINP  monitors and protects threatened and endan-
gered species, restores ecosystems, and preserves the natural 
and cultural resources for future generations. The Del Rio is 
one of 30 shipwrecks within the water domain of the CINMS 
and the CINP. As such, it is being monitored and protected, 
and it’s story will be shared with generations to come. 

Both the CINMS and the CINP allow human uses compat-
ible with their conservation mandate. For example, diving 
on the shipwrecks within their water or shoreline domain 
is allowed, so long as all is left untouched for future genera-
tions to see. 

Hiking paths on Anacapa Island allow visitors to overlook 
the coves of the wreck sites, including that of the Del Rio. 
The boat concessionaire for the Channel Islands National 
Park is Island Packers out of Ventura Harbor: (805) 642-1393 
or http://islandpackers.com. The NOAA shipwreck database 
for the Channel Islands is at http://channelislands.noaa.gov/
shipwreck/cinms1.html.

The author is solely responsible for trying to separate 
fact from fancy in this research. Any errors or omissions are 
mine alone, and I stand ready to be advised in the interest 
of setting the historical record straight. Each fact in the story 
of the Del Rio is as accurate as I could research it to be, but 
I welcome your comments and corrections.

Washington Iron Works six-cylinder diesel engine (Photo by 
Danielle Lipski)
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Del Rio Timeline
1935	 Del Rio built in Tacoma, Washington at the 
	 J.M. Martinac Shipyard. Shares purchased by 
	 John Martinovich of San Pedro and the French 
	 Sardine Co. of San Pedro.
1936-1940	 Del Rio serviced the nation's most productive 
	 fishing industry.
1937	 Frank Mariani and Paul Petrich purchased the 
	 French Sardine Co. Shares of the Del Rio (Paul 
	 and Frank were crew members in 1936).
1940	 Del Rio became one of many fishing boats to see 
	 Military Service during WWII as the 
	 AMc Grosbeak, a U.S. Coast Guard minesweeper.
1941-1945	 Fishermen from the Del Rio and other fishing 
	 boats provided vital services to the U.S. WWII 
	 war effort.
1945	 Frank Mariani and Paul Petrich purchased their 
	 Del Rio shares back from the U.S. Navy. Nikola 
	 Ursich purchased the remaining share.
1945	 Frank Mariani and Paul Petrich sold their shares 
	 of the Del Rio to Marijan Katnich and his 
	 partners.
1945-1952	 Del Rio serviced the world's most productive 
	 fishing industry.
1952	 Del Rio sank in Frenchy's Cove on West Anacapa 
	 Island in waters now part of the Channel Islands 
	 National Park and the Channel Islands National 
	 Marine Sanctuary.

Notes
1.	 Frank Bosnich (captain on record of Del Rio ), telephone interview by Robert 
	 Schwemmer, 1994, and R. Schwemmer e-mailed message to author, March 9, 
	 2010.
2.	 “Crew of 11 Rescued in Boat Blaze.” Los Angeles Times (1881-1985), 
	 29 October 1952.
3.	 Coast Guard, United States. “11th District, Long Beach CA/ Custom House 
	 San Pedro.” Del Rio #234477 / file:OSR601 / incident: 839-52 (1952): Oct -29.
4.	 Russell R. Bradford, Historic Fishing Industry of San Pedro Bay. Denver: 
	 Outskirts Press, 2009, 44. (Bradford is cited extensively below. His sources for 
	 vessel, fishermen, and catch statistics were primarily from articles in the Pacific 
	 Fisherman Journal, the Los Angeles Regional Family History Center of the 
	 Church of Latter Day Saints, and the web site of California Explores the Ocean: 
	 A collaboration of the University of California at San Diego and the San Diego 
	 Historical Society. http://ceo.ucsd.edu/fishcatchtables/tabbed/cc.txt).
5.	 Bradford, 99.
6.	 “Heavy Pack of Various Fish in San Pedro.” San Pedro Pilot, 6 April 1920.
7.	 Frank Kuest, “Harbor Hailed As King.” San Pedro News Pilot, 11 September 1953. 
8.	 “Whose Fish Landings Are The Greatest?” San Pedro News Pilot, 13 February 
	 1952.
9.	 Bradford, 139. 
10.	 Bradford,142. 
11.	 “Fishing Colony Chiefly Slavs and Italians.” San Pedro News Pilot, 21 September 
	 1951. 
12.	 “Fishing Colony Chiefly Slavs and Italians.” San Pedro News Pilot, 21 September 
	 1951.
13.	 Bradford, 96.
14.	 Bradford, 78.
15.	 Bradford, 75. 
16.	 Bradford, 83. 
17.	 Bradford, 116.

18.	 Ivo Marinkovich (Crew member on Del Rio: 1939-1940), interview by author, 
	 July 14, 2007.
19.	 Bradford, 108.
20.	 Bradford, 108-109.
21.	 Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, S.v. “Dictionary of American Naval Fighting 
	 Ships,” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Grosbeak (AMc-19) 
	 (accessed January 12, 2010).
22.	 United States Customs Service. Designation of Home Port of Vessel. Los Angeles, 
	 CA, August 2, 1945. Oil Screw Del Rio # 234,477.
23.	 August Felando, telephone interview by author and “COMMERCIAL FISHING 
	 VESSELS SOLD TO THE USN,” e-mail to author, January 15, 2010.
24.	 Caroline Gallacci and the Tacoma Historical Society, Images of America: Old 
	 Tacoma. San Francisco: Arcadia Publishing, 2006, 93.
25.	 Gallacci, 79.
26.	 Gallacci, 80.
27.	 Gallacci, 79-80.
28.	 George Brown Goode and Joseph W. Collins, “The Fishermen Of The United 
	 States,” The Fisheries and Fishery Industries of the United States. Vol. 1, Part 
	 1, Sec. IV (1887): 35, http://books.google.com/books?/id=RolXAAAAYAAJ&pg=
	 PA3&lpg=PA3&dq (accessed January 9, 2010). 
29.	 Gallacci, 7.
30.	 Bradford, 148.
31.	 W. L. Scofield, “Purse Seines and Other Roundhaul Nets in California,” State of 
	 California Department of Fish and Game Bureau of Marine Fisheries. Fish 
	 Bulletin No. 81 (1951): 14-15, http://escholarship.org/uc/item/1600j4rd 
	 (accessed July 19, 2010).
32.	 Bradford, 161-162.
33.	 Bradford, 164.
34.	 Joe Martinac, Jr. (president of J.M. Martinac Shipbuilding Corp.), interview by 
	 author, May 21, 2010.
35.	 Joe Martinac, Jr. (president of J. M. Martinac Shipbuilding Corp.), interview by 
	 author, May 21, 2010.
36.	 Customhouse. Los Angeles, CA. Abstract and Certificate of Record of Title of the 
	 Oil Screw “Del Rio,” Seattle Record, Jan. 11, 1939.
37.	 “Blast Tears Boat Apart and Three Believed Killed,” Los Angeles Times 
	 (1923-Current File); February 3, 1936,  ProQuest Historical Newspapers 
	 Los Angeles Times (1881-1986), 1.
38.	 Tony Martinovich (son of original owner of Del Rio), “Per our telecon…..Here 
	 is the list from Fort Bragg,” e-mail document copies to author, January 6, 2010.
39.	 Tony Martinovich, “DSC00880.JPG A story I never heard until…” e-mail message 
	 and photo to author, January 6, 2010.
40.	 Tony Martinovich, telephone interview by author, January 5, 2010.
41.	 Lucille Brunskole (daughter of Frank Mariani), telephone interview by author, 
	 January 16, 2010. 
42.	 Derrick Wright, Tarawa 1943: The Turning of the Tide. Oxford: Osprey Publishing 
	 Ltd., 2000, 80-81.
43.	 Paul D. Petrich Sr., interviews compiled by author, 1998 through November of 
	 2006.
44.	 “Sardine Catch Up as Season Closes.” San Pedro News Pilot, Feb, February 23, 
	 1945.
45.	 Bradford, 127.
46.	 Robert Schwemmer, U.S. Pacific Coast Shipwreck Database, March 15, 2010.
47.	 Bradford, 122.
48.	 Russell R. Bradford (son of the Santa Barbara County sheriff who first investigated 
	 the shelling), interview by author, February 12, 2010.
49.	 Kenneth Hough ( Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History, University of California, 
	 Santa Barbara ), interview by author, February 23, 2011.
50	 Bradford, 120.
51.	 August J. Felando, “Tuna Clippers & World War II,” Mains’l Haul: A Journal of 
	 Pacific Maritime History. Vol. 44 1 & 2 (2008): 32.
52.	 Sedona Callahan. “Distrust at Home: The Relocation of Immigrant Italians During 
	 World War II,” The Monterey County Herald, September 14, 1997, Alta Vista 
	 Gallery (Sunday).
53.	 Bradford, 121. continued on next page
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55.	 Anthony Mardesich, interview by author, January 13, 2010.
56.	 Bradford, 125.
57.	 Bradford, 126.
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Happy 70th 
Birthday to the 
Ferry Building; 
Home of the 
Maritime Museum

Seventy years ago, at the foot of Sixth Street in 
San Pedro, the Municipal Ferry Building opened 
for business. It was 1941, gas was under 20 cents 
a gallon, and the United States’ entry into World 
War II was months away.  Terminal Island was 
the site of shipyards, naval bases, canneries, 
and shipping operations, and the demand for 
reliable cross-channel transportation was rising. 

For the next two decades, the “ferry building” 
was the prominent portal to and from Termi-
nal Island. When the Vincent Thomas Bridge 
opened in 1963, the ferry system was obsolete 
and the building served a variety of purposes 
before beginning a new life as the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum in 1980. It was placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1992.

So, in honor of the 70th birthday of our fabu-
lous building, we are planning a special exhibit 
and we need your help!

• Did you ride the ferry ISLANDER (or ACE, 
or TF)?

• Did you work in the building at any time 
between 1941 and 1980?

• Do you have photos, home movies, or 
memories to share?

If so, YOU are part of the history of the ferry 
building, and we’d love to hear from you! 

Contact the Museum Director, Marifrances 
Trivelli at 310-548-7618, ext 201, or send an e-
mail to info@lamaritimemuseum.org

Pedestrians boarding the ferry ISLANDER through the 
turnstiles leading to the upper deck, circa 1950.

This 1950s view of the Municipal Ferry Building shows the 
terra-cotta paint scheme that will be re-created later this 
year, when the building will receive a new coat of paint, 
courtesy of the Port of Los Angeles.

To reserve your seat: call 310-548-7618 by April 27
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...that you can create a personal tribute on the Museum’s 
donor wall?

Your donation to the Los Angeles Maritime Museum 
Foundation can honor a family member, friend, or even 
your boat with a tuna-shaped steel plaque with the wording 
of your choice. Fish plaques are available in various sizes, 
with the size of the fish corresponding to the size of your gift 
(plaques start at $250). Your plaque will be seen and admired 
by thousands of visitors a year as a legacy of your support of 
the Los Angeles Maritime Museum.

Donations are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed 
by law. For more information, contact the Museum Director, 
Marifrances Trivelli at 310-548-7618, ext 201.

Did You Know...

Library: Place or Virtual Space?
By Liz Ruth, Museum Archivist/Librarian

Two newly-acquired great books in the Library focus on 
Los Angeles the place and Jack London the photographer, 
representing a treasure trove of extraordinary content in 
print. The titles are “Los Angeles A to Z: An Encyclopedia 
of the City and County” by Leonard Pitt and Dale Pitt. It’s 
published by University of California Press, 2000; and “Jack 
London, Photographer” by Jeanne Campbell Reesman, Sara 
S. Hodson, and Philip Adam, published by University of 
Georgia Press, 2010.

One of the best kept secrets 
of the Museum, the Library and 
Archives stores and makes avail-
able the histories of Los Angeles 
Harbor and worldwide maritime 
history, ships and biographies, 
along with annual reports, manu-
als and handbooks, maps and 
charts, news clippings of the mari-
time history of San Pedro Bay, and 
blueprints and naval architectural 
drawings.

Currently, archives of a ship-
yard company and an amateur 

photographer of ships in the harbor are being organized for 
you, the researcher. Did you know that archives and manu-
scripts form a substantial collection at the Museum? These 
are papers kept as evidence of a business firm, organization, 
or person and they include documents, correspondence, 
licenses, and office files as well as manuscript material, such 
as original plans and sketches, etc.  

Just about everyone loves photographs, especially when 
they are crisp and clear and have been well-preserved. The 
Library can advise you on the best practices for keeping your 
photographs in excellent condition, so please give us a call 
and ask for that information!  

The Library is open to 
the public on Wednesday 
afternoons, unless otherwise 
posted. As Museum mem-
bers, you may borrow books 
from the Library for up to 
three weeks! You may get lots 
of other information in the 
Library—just ask us! Watch 
our blog and entries on the 
web at http://www.lamari-
timemuseum.org/library.htm 
and click on “Blog” (http://
www.maritimehistoryadventures.blogspot.com/ ) for a close-
up look at new books.

Share your opinion of Libraries at the Los Angeles Mari-
time Museum Research Library by viewing the Museum on 
Facebook or Twitter. 

The Library’s Blog is “Adventures of Maritime History” 
at http://www.maritimehistoryadventures.blogspot.com/. 
Get on it! Do you have a story or maritime history-related 
photograph you’d like to see published on our blog? Tell us!
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 $25 INDIVIDUAL           $40 FAMILY           $100 SPONSOR
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