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Berth 84
Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, CA 90731
(310) 548-7618
www.lamaritimemuseum.org

Museum Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
(last entry 4:30 p.m.)
Sunday
12:00 noon-5:00 p.m.
Closed Mondays

Channel Crossings is published
four times a year by the Los
Angeles Maritime Museum. Sub-
scriptions are free to museum
members. Unless otherwise
indicated, all content is the prop-
erty of the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum.

The Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum is a special facility of the
City of Los Angeles, Department
of Recreation and Parks, operat-
ing with the financial assistance
of the Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum Foundation, a 501(c)(3)
corporation.

The Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum creates an awareness and
appreciation of the maritime his-
tory of coastal California, with an
emphasis on the contributions
of the people and institutions of
the port city of Los Angeles.

Cover illustration: S/oop
THOROBRED off Angels Gate,
c. 1940 (L.A. Maritime Museum
Collection)

Director’s Message

By Marifrances Trivelli

Greetings! This is the traditional time for looking back at the ac-
complishments of the past 12 months, and planning for the New Year.
I’'m pleased to report the Museum has accomplished much in 2007.
Our new educational outreach programs resulted in an increase in
school tours, and the information the students received was tailored
to each grade level. The exhibits took visitors on a journey “From
Sea to Shining Sea” — our first Smithsonian exhibit — to the magic
of Catalina Island and a crash course in Naval nomenclature.

The Research Library is now open to visitors by appointment
thanks to the ongoing efforts of our archivist/librarian. The tug AN-
GELS GATE received some long-awaited maintenance and is prepar-
ing to return to service soon. Our staff and volunteers continue their
dedicated work in all areas of the Museum, while our Foundation
Board members raised the funds for our exhibits, collections care,
and outreach efforts. The New Year brings plans a new hands-on
area for our younger visitors, an expansion of the fishing exhibit, a
newly-designed website, and a roster of fascinating guest speakers
and new exhibits.

In contrast to this upbeat column, the national news coverage is
often bleak: a weak dollar, high gas prices, and the recent housing
credit crisis mean that many of us have had to make financial sac-
rifices this year. When it’s hard to make basic ends meet, it is often
tempting to categorize museum membership as a “luxury” that may
be out of reach. In reality, the opposite is true; in difficult times, we
need our members’ support more than ever.

The newsletter is tangible proof of our efforts in preserving and
teaching maritime history. All of the components needed to make
this happen must be funded with donations of time and money.

With this in mind, I have two wishes for the New Year. First, I
invite all of you to consider becoming volunteers. We are always in
need of more tour guides, gift shop clerks, and front desk greeters.
These volunteer opportunities are wonderful ways to meet new
people and share your enthusiasm with the public. If you are unable
to help out on a regular basis, please consider joining our special
event crew and give a few hours once or twice a year.

Second, we request that you consider making a special end of
the year financial gift, in addition to your normal membership dues.
Even a small amount can make a great difference in our budget. By
now, the Foundation has mailed a holiday greetings card and dona-
tion envelope to all active members. Please return the envelope with
your tax-deductible donation before the end of the year. As always,
if you are shopping for that special sailor who has everything, a gift
membership is the perfect fit!

On behalf of the Museum staff and volunteers, I thank you for
your support and wish you all the best for 2008!
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My Summer at the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

This summer, the Museum was
pleased to welcome intern Nancy
Arredondo, a student from Ban-
ning High School’s International
Trade Education Program. Students
enrolled in the program spend the
summer of their junior year work-
ing as paid interns in the harbor,
where they gain professional skills
as they learn about maritime com-
merce.
By Nancy Arredondo

Being an intern at the museum
this summer has been a wonder-
ful experience. Thanks to the ITEP
(International Trade Education Pro-
gram) many students from different
academies of Banning High School
get the opportunity to work in dif-
ferent companies in the Harbor
Area to gain professional skills.

It is also a chance for us to see
all the different kind of job opportu-

nities we have out here in the Har-
bor Area. This wonderful program
that opens a lot of doors for young
people is sponsored by the Port of
Los Angeles.

In this ITEP program there are
four individual academies and I
am in the GSS (Global Safety and
Security) academy. These academies
have helped us in many different
ways.

For example, teachers have
more time to spend with us and the
students in the academy see each
other as a family and do the best to
help each other out.

As part of the program last year,
I along with about 40 other students
spent a week at the California Mari-
time Academy in Vallejo. It was a
wonderful experience to stay on
the campus and experience the
college life.

Catalina Curator Captivates Crowd at
Museum Lecture on Island’s History

On November 15, in conjunction with our
current exhibit “All Off for Catalina,” Museum
members enjoyed a illustrated lecture by Jeannine
Pedersen, curator of the Catalina Island Museum.
Jeannine captivated a standing-room-only crowd
with her lively retelling of island history. There
is still time to enjoy the exhibit, which will be on

view until early March.

Jeannine Pedersen,

curator of the Catalina
Island Museum

Some of the rare
Catalina souvenirs
on display.

Visir tHe “AdL O for Carauma”™ Exninir a7 tHe Los ANceLes Marimime Museum TrrougH March 9

Nancy Arredondo

I was able to earn certificates in
Marine Firefighting, Personal Sur-
vival, Personal Responsibility, CPR,
and First Aid. This program has
inspired me to go to college.

This summer at the Museum has
been a great chance for me to see
what the working field is like, how
to prepare for it, how to interview
and what is expected.

Here at the museum I have been
in the office doing membership
mailings, answering phones, help-
ing our librarian and also assisting
with the tours. My first days here
were frightening because I didn’t
know anybody or anything about
the museum.

But I thank everyone who

helped me and were very patient
with me. Being here at the museum
has helped me improve my public
communication skills. I have gained
many skills this summer. This was
a wonderful opportunity. I wish
every young adult would get this
opportunity.
As ber summer internship ended,
Nancy accepted our invitation to
Jjoin the staff as a weekend museum
guide. Welcome, Nancy!
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A Tsunami Strikes San Pedro and Wilmington, 1868
‘A Most Startling and Remarkable Tidal Phenomenon’

By Dennis Piotrowski

On August 14, 1868 a tsu-
nami struck the harbor area. A
tsunami is a series of large sea
waves usually caused by a large
earthquake beneath the sea
floor or less frequently by an
underwater landslide or volcanic
eruption.

As the waves enter shallow
water, they can rise rapidly and
inundate coastal areas poten-
tially causing significant loss of
life and property damage. The
recent Indian Ocean earthquake
and resulting tsunamis that killed
more than 225,000 people in 11
countries is a testimony to how
deadly these forces can be.

The large waves and tidal
disturbances that hit San Pedro’s
harbor originated from two dev-
astating earthquakes with mag-
nitudes of about 8.5-plus that
occurred near southern Peru and
northern Chile on August 13 and
14, 1868 (the first earthquake is
better documented).

The U.S. National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
states that in South America,
more than 25,000 were killed
from this earthquake and tsu-
nami and several towns along
the coasts of Peru and Chile were
destroyed.

The USS WATEREE, an 1,173-
ton sidewheel gunboat built at
Chester, Pennsylvania, was at the
Port of Arica, Peru (later part of
Chile) on August 13, 1868 when
a huge wave carried her nearly
500 yards inland. (A contempo-
rary account said this vessel went

a mile-and-a-half inshore).

Fortunately, the large sea
waves and high tides resulting
from these earthquakes that
struck San Pedro and Wilm-
ington early in the morning of
August 14, 1868 and later appar-
ently didn’t cause any loss of life
or significant damage.

Knight’s American Mechanical
Dictionary (1877 edition), states
that a few hours after the occur-
rence of the 1868 South Ameri-
can earthquake about 5,000
miles away the sea rose upward
of 60 feet above its ordinary level
at San Pedro.

The New York Times reported

o
il

U.S.S. WATEREE aground in Chile as a result of the tsunami that eventually
made its way to San Pedro. (U.S. Naval Historical Center photo)

No doubt the fact that the
population of Wilmington and
the harbor area at this time
totaled less than a thousand
and there was not large-scale
development helped limit what
could have been far worse de-
struction.

But the force of the waves
and tides, however, did sub-
merge a loading wharf in San
Pedro, severely damage at least
one prominent local citizen’s
home, and cause considerable
local anxiety.

While the reports and records
of this event are fragmentary,

that on August 15, 1868, a “sin-
gular tidal phenomenon oc-
curred off San Pedro, Southern
California. A series of waves
commenced flowing upon the
coast, causing the tide to raise
sixty-three or -four feet above the
ordinary high-water mark, which
was followed by the falling of the
tide an equal distance below the
usual low-water mark. The rise
and fall occurred regularly every
half hour for several hours, cre-
ating considerable alarm among
the inhabitants along the coast in
that vicinity.”

The National Oceanic and



Winter 2007

Channel Crossings

Atmospheric Administration
lists the tsunami’s amplitude in
meters (either as a measured
runup—which is a maximum
vertical elevation wave reached
above sea level at the time of the
tsunami—or a zero-to-peak tide
gage reading) as 0.8 at Wilming-
ton Beach and 0.8 at San Pedro.
Another source places the run-
up height locally at 1.8 meters.
Eyewitness accounts pub-
lished in the Los Angeles Star (an
early Los Angeles newspaper)
detail what occurred in the har-
bor area and the impact on the
local population. E.E. Hewitt, a
Wilmington resident, wrote on
August 14, 1868:
‘A most startling and remark-
able tidal phenomenon has
been observable bere all day.
At about 7 o’clock this morning
the tide was observed to be ‘run-
ning in’ with unusual velocity
Sfor about 15 minutes, and then
to suddenly turn and ‘run out’
for about the same length of
time, with the same unexampled
rapidity.
“It is now 9 o’clock in the eve-
ning, and the same ‘running
in’ and ‘running out,’ at inter-
vals of from 15 minutes to 25
minutes for each direction, bhas
been going on since it was first
observed this morning.
“Captain Polbamus, of the
steamer Cricket, informs me
that in crossing the bar today be
observed the water fall five feet
in eight minutes, and to imme-
diately rise the same number of
feet in the same space of time.
“Half past 11 o’clock this fore-
noon was the bhour, according
to established custom, for ‘dead
low water,” but at that hour the
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An early view of Timms Point (L.A. Maritime Museum Collection)

water at the end of the wharf
was but six inches below high
water mark. Another unexplain-
able peculiarity of this never-
before-beard-of tidal freak, is,
that the water from the sea ran
up one side of the channel and
down the other side at the same
time...

“This is written bastily. Should
this novel exhibition continue,
I will take notes and write you
again. Look out for reports of
earthquakes, burricanes, and
water, and ground and lofty
tumbling on a grand scale from
some quarter.”

Hewitt wrote five days later
and said that before the last of
the irregular tidal phenomenon
subsided on August 18, “a wave
bearing a perpendicular front of
eighteen inches came sweeping
up the channel, past Banning &
Co.’s wharf, causing lighters and
other vessels to rock and roll,
and swing and jump about...”

A San Pedro resident wrote
in the same newspaper that on
August 14: “Today the bighest
tide ever known bere, rising
and falling every thirty minutes
about three feet, throughout the
day. Mr. Timms’ dining room
and kitchen were floated to the
depth of two feet by the first rise,
and the inmates of the house

and the people generally were
kept in a continual alarm by
the eccentricities of the tidal
waves.”

Other tsunamis have struck
the Los Angeles harbor area
throughout the centuries. Just
nine years after 1868, another
tsunami with an origin from
northern Chile struck San Pedro
and Wilmington. In September
of 1904, hundreds of men piled
sacks of sand to protect Termi-
nal Island from the seas, while
immense waves swept over the
breakwater.

According to a recent study,
another Chilean earthquake and
tsunami that occurred in May of
1960 was the “maximum event
recorded in recent history to
impact the Ports” (of Los Angeles
and Long Beach).

Overall, California’s Office of

Emergency Services states that
since 1812, 14 tsunamis with
wave heights greater than three
feet have struck the California
coast—with six of these waves
destructive.
Dennis Piotrowski is a researcher
for the museum. He earned a
master’s degree in bistory from
the University of Connecticut
and a master’s degree in library
and information science from
San Jose State University.



6

Channel Crossings

Winter 2007

s

MUNICIPAL

Brandon shows off bis mini-version
of the Maritime Museum.

L.A. Maritime
Museum in
Miniature!

Fourth-grader Brandon Maes-
Allton had a challenging class
assignment—construct a three-di-
mensional model of any historic
building in California.

Recalling the stories his mother,
Cheryl, told him about girlhood
rides on the ferry ISLANDER, Bran-
don chose to build a miniature
replica of the Maritime Museum,
formerly the Municipal Ferry Build-
ing.

The result is a detailed model
of the museum, including stucco
walls and the distinctive clock
tower. Brandon added a variety of
boats sailing on a blue cellophane
sea, and his landscape features cars,
a trolley, and the Navy memorials.
There are even miniature seagulls!

Brandon proudly donated his
model to the Museum, where it will
become part of our kids’ exhibit
opening in 2008.

Museum Welcomes Area Teachers

On October 15, local elementary
school teachers and administrators
from the Los Angeles Unified School
District explored the Museum and
learned about the various tour op-
portunities available. Guests spent
the afternoon enjoying the exhib-
its, speaking to staff, and getting a
close-up view of harbor activity from
the Museum'’s waterfront deck. In a
special raffle, three lucky educators
won a free bus trip to the Museum
for their students.

Congratulations to our winners:
Bonnie Taft, principal, Point Fermin
Elementary; Gwen Davies, second
grade teacher, Crestwood Elemen-
tary School; and Kristen Wade, first
grade teacher, White Point Elemen-
tary School.

Thanks to the Los Angeles
Maritime Museum Foundation for
its sponsorship, tour guides Mil-
ton Weiner, Jack Trost, and Dale
Thompson, and Museum Educator
Amy Harroff for coordinating our
first annual open house for teach-
ers.

First grade students from White
Point Elementary School in San
Pedro at the Maritime Museum for
a special tour.

If you are a local educator who
would like to be included on our
mailing list, please contact Amy
Harroff, museum educator, at (310)
548-7618, ext. 202.

Walking Tours Highlight Harbor History

The port town of San Pedro
boasts a long and colorful history.
Despite the demolition of Bea-
con Street and recent new condo
construction, many historic struc-
tures remain, and the best way to
discover some of them is through
walking tours offered by the Los
Angeles Conservancy.

Six times a year the Conservancy

offers a Saturday morning walking
tour of San Pedro’s historic neigh-
borhoods, including the Vinegar
Hill District, the Warner Grand The-
atre, and the Maritime Museum.

At the Museum, walkers enjoy a
special behind the scenes tour and
discover many of the Streamline
Moderne features of this National
Register building. These include a
peek at the 1940s’-era offices and
a closer look at the original ferry
equipment around which the build-
ing was constructed.

The next walking tour is sched-
uled for Saturday, January 12 at
10am. For ticket information, con-
tact the Los Angeles Conservancy at
213-430-4209 or visit www.lacon-
servancy.org
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Welcome, New Members!

Family
Peter C. Herbrick and Linda L. Bosetti
Alan and Joann Miyamoto

Individual
Amy Myers
Peter Philips

L.A. Maritime Museum Treasurer
Anthony DiTucci (left) presents a
plaque to Capt. M.H. K. “Manny”
Aschemeyer, executive director of
the Marine Exchange, in recognition
of the organization’s corporate
sponsorship.

And ‘Thank You’ to Those Who Have
Recently Renewed Their Support

Sponsor
Tony and Winnie Barcott

Jack F. and Wendy Duston

Robert C. and Windy Farrell

F. Dennis Hagner

Larry and Jean Lofthus

Manuel Louis

John Pitts

Kruno and Marie Ursich

Howard W. and Jane M. Wright, Jr.

Family

Arthur A. and Irene Almeida
Randle Biddle

Jay and Alice Bisno

Stephen and Barbara Cleantis
Rigden C. Crawford

Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
Brian and Noreen Harrison
Charles and Blanche Herring
Herman and Mary Herzbrun
Stanford and Patti Holden
Emily lacono

Kent and Melissa Lovelady
Elaine F. McAteer

Don H. and Patricia A. Ready-Grout
Reidar Schopp

John and Beth Whittenbury
Jean Wilder and Michael Wilder

L.A. Maritime Museum Foundation
Secretary Henry Silka (left) presents
a plaque to SSA Marine Assistant Vice

President Bill Fitz, as acknowledgment

of the firm’s corporate sponsorship.

Individual

Ruth E. Atkins

J. Peter Baumgartner
Yanny Billing
Virginia E. Brownell
George Del Gaudio
Roy Galli

Tom Grove

John Harrison
Mark Hurley

Paul 0. Husebye
Rina Lambie
Frances Lucido
Donald Lust
Thomas McClung
Gwendolyn Metzger
John QOlson

David Parkinson
Kurt Patt

Lloyd J. Patterson
Violet Quist

Marie A. Robinson
Richard Roeland
Robert E. Schenbeck
Robert H. Solshak
David L. Staley
Wes Stone

Jessie E. Varalyay
Mary Jo Walker
Doug Wallace
Norman Wright

Summer Campaign Donors manks to air of our members and corporate sponsors who

generously donated funds to our summer 2007 fundraising campaign.

Jerry A. and Carol Aspland

Ara and Ellen Avak

Tony and Winnie Barcott

Hal Barstow

Rev. Arthur R. Bartlett

Gilbert Bechtol

George Blahnik

Yvonne Bogdanovich

Richard Corian

Helen S. Darby

Norman A. DeWitt

Vincent J. and Carolyn V. DiLeva
Franz Dittrich, Era Golden West Realty
Bob and Barbara DiYorio

Robert and Carolyn Filter

Capt. E. Norman and Suzanne George

F. Dennis Hagner

Ben Halfon

Birger Hansen

Brian and Noreen Harrison

Raymond P. and Sybil S. Herbrick, Jr.

Herman and Mary Herzbrun
Milton Heyne

Paul Irving

Donald D. Iverson

Peter Jensen

Darwin R. and Sue Jordan
Harold Lee

Robert H. Martin

Dolores Matich

Matt and Dorothy Matich
Gwendolyn Metzger

CDR Robert L. Mohle and
Marilyn Amundson-Mohle

Charles Orr

Torrance and Tina Parker

Glenn and Darlene Peasley

Marie A. Robinson

Jerry and Anne Rodin

Robert A. Santich

Jim and Connie Templeton

Kendrick Tendick

Gloria Wall

Barbara J. Wallace

Jack Whitmeyer

Richard W. and Yvetta A. Williams
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SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel |

Crossings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Gift Shop and Book Store.

[]1$25 INDIVIDUAL []$40 FAMILY [ ]$100 SPONSOR [] I am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.
[ ]$500 BENEFACTOR [ ]$1,000 PATRON/CORPORATE* ] 1 would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name
*Recognition on Donor Board and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/

family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

[_]New Membership  [_]Membership Renewal
[] Gift Membership

(] My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.
CIMr. [ Mrs. [ IMr. & Mrs. [IMs. [IMiss ] (other)

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

[] Check enclosed, payable to:
Los Angeles Maritime Museum Foundation

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

Charge my: [JVisa [[]MasterCard SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME

Credit Card Number ADDRESS

Expiration Date CITY STATE ZIP
Full Name as it Appears on Card DAYTIME TELEPHONE

Signature E-MAIL ADDRESS



