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Channel Crossings
Berth 84
Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, CA 90731
(310) 548-7618
www.lamaritimemuseum.org

Museum Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
(last entry 4:30 p.m.)
Sunday
12:00 noon-5:00 p.m.
Closed Mondays

Channel Crossings is published
four times a year by the Los Ange-
les Maritime Museum. Subscrip-
tions are free to museum mem-
bers. Unless otherwise indicated,
all content is the property of the
Los Angeles Maritime Museum.

The Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum is a special facility of the
City of Los Angeles, Department
of Recreation and Parks, operat-
ing with the financial assistance
of the Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum Foundation, a 501(c)(3)
corporation.

The Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum creates an awareness and
appreciation of the maritime his-
tory of coastal California, with an
emphasis on the contributions of
the people and institutions of the
port city of Los Angeles.

Cover illustration: Captain Joseph
“Chris” Sinnett and the USCGC
EAGLE. (U.S. Coast Guard photos)

Director’s Message

By Marifrances Trivelli

By now, almost everyone we meet has a story to relay regarding the
high price of gasoline and how it has impacted the daily routine. Perhaps
you are postponing the summer car trip, or you have begun to walk (or
bike) your way to local errands. Let’s turn a negative into a positive.

Most of our members reside in the area of the South Bay between Man-
hattan Beach to Long Beach, so for many;, a trip to the Maritime Museum is
a reasonably local outing. We have many events planned for the summer
and fall, so if you are looking for a fun day to fill the day that won’t empty
the tank, head for the waterfront and enjoy the Maritime Museum.

Our biggest events are less than a month away: two long-awaited re-
turn visits of the Coast Guard bark EAGLE. The EAGLE will be here not
once, but twice, in August, first for a crew “change-out” the first weekend
in August and then a return to the harbor in time to lead the Festival Of
Sail Parade on August 15.

Be sure to read our exclusive interview with Captain Sinnett, the Eagle’s
commanding officer, for some great insights into life aboard “America’s
Tall Ship.” Our summer exhibit features works of art from the U.S. Coast
Guard collection that will be on view during the EAGLE’s visits. Don’t miss
this display of paintings depicting the excitement of the modern Coast
Guard.

Later, on August 30, our 10th annual Dive Rally will take place. This is
your once-a-year opportunity to see hardhat divers in action. The crowds
get bigger each year, and each year the divers offer something special as
they demonstrate the use of classic diving gear, the same equipment that
helped build Los Angeles harbor.

If adventures on the open ocean are more to your liking, then you’ll
want to join us on September 13 when Olaf Envig presents Viking to
Victorian, his latest book now available in the Sea Chest Gift Shop. Hear
the amazing story of this “modern-day Viking” who ventured out into the
North Atlantic without the help of modern navigational technology, and
find out what happened.

All of the events I've described take quite a bit of background planning.
For that, we are grateful to our staff, volunteers, and the efforts of our
Foundation members and board of directors. You, as a museum member,
are part of this amazing effort. Any new program, exhibit, or public event
requires private support, in the form of donations or volunteer hours.
With your help, we can expand our efforts to educate our visitors about
the history of Los Angeles harbor.

In future issues of Channel Crossings, you’ll learn about our newest
project — the creation of a hands-on exhibit area specifically for young
children. This is a group for whom there has been little previous program-
ming here. With the addition of a hands-on area, we can inspire the next
generation of Museum members. I look forward to working with you to
make this a reality. In the meantime, have a happy summer and we look
forward to seeing you at the Museum!
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Featured works will
include “Rescue in
the Gulf of Mexico”
(top left), “Working
with staysails
aboard Eagle” (top
right), and “The
Coast Guard Finds
and Apprebends”
(bottom right).

Summer Exhibit
Features Modern
Coast Guard at Work

In conjunction with the EAGLE’s visits in August (see
story on page 4), the Museum’s summer exhibit will
feature pictures of the Coast Guard in action. Consisting
of 15 works of art on loan from the U.S. Coast Guard
Art Collection, the exhibit will provide an introduc-
tion to the many facets of today’s Coast Guard. Scenes
of cliff rescue, terrorism drills, and even a marijuana
bust illustrate different duties of the 21st-century Coast
Guard. The Museum thanks the staff of the USCG Art
Collection and USCG Public Affairs Division for making
this exhibit possible.

LIBRARY OPEN HOURS
Wednesday afternoons
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

The Museum Research Library welcomes you!
Wednesday is not convenient for you?
Please call the Librarian for an appointment:
(310) 548-7618, ext. 215, or send an email
message to E.RuthAbramian@]lacity.org

The Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Research Library on the web is available at
http://www.lamaritimemuseum.org/library. htm

Two Special Events at
Annual Dive Rally August 30

By Torrance Parker and Charlie Orr

The 10th annual Dive Rally will take place on Sat-
urday, August 30, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Enjoy
watching and listening as hardhat divers operate off
the fantail of the Museum'’s harbor tug, ANGELS GATE,
with an engine driven air compressor and submarine
telephone equipment.

In addition to the regular
demonstrations, there are
two special events this year.

At 10:30 am there will
be a special demonstration
of deep sea diving as it was
done at the beginning of
the last century with a two
cylinder, hand-operated,
piston-type air pump.

Communication be-
tween the diver and his
surface attendant for more or less air, plus other needs
will be via a rope signal line. The diving helmet used
for this demonstration will be a sponge diver’s helmet
designed in the late 1800s.

Standard gear helmet diving demonstrations (still
used by Los Angeles Harbor Department divers, and in
many underwater operations) with an engine-driven air
compressor and submarine telephone equipment will

' be conducted the entire
day off the tug ANGELS
GATE.

Visitors who wish to
have their picture taken
in a deep sea diving rig in
the vintage sponge div-
ing helmet may do so on
- the Museum’s waterfront
deck viewing area. Bring your own camera. Picture-tak-
ing opportunities will be between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00
p-m., with a break for lunch.

(Photographs courtesy of Torrance Parker, 20,000
Jobs Under the Sea, used with permission.)

Ride the Tug!

We’re happy to report that with the completion of the
new public landing, the tug ANGELS GATE is able to
resume her monthly schedule of harbor tours. Museum
members (ages 13 and over) are welcome to sail aboard
this historic 1944 harbor tug. Call (310) 548-7618, ext.
204 for details.
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Interview with Captain Sinnett of the Eagle

Joseph “Chris” Sinnett is the captain of the United
States Coast Guard cutter EAGLE, the official training
ship of the US Coast Guard Academy, known as “Amer-
ica’s Tall Ship.” He is a 1983 graduate of the United
States Coast Guard Academy with a bachelor of science
degree in marine engineering, and also holds a master
of business administration from Florida International
University in Miami and a master of arts in national se-
curity and strategic studies from the Naval War College
in Newport, Rhode Island.

Captain Sinnett previously served as executive of-
ficer of USCGC NAUSHON (WPB 1311) in Ketchikan,
Alaska; commanding officer of USCGC MANITOU (WPB
1302) in Miami Beach Florida; executive officer of USCG
EAGLE (WIX 327) in New London, Connecticut; and
commanding officer of USCGC SPENCER (WMEC 905)
in Boston, Massachusetts. He took command of EAGLE
in July, 20006.

We spoke with Captain Sinnett via cell phone while
the EAGLE visited Astoria, Oregon last month. In an
exclusive interview with Channel Crossings, Captain
Sinnett described the role of the EAGLE, “Swab Sum-
mer,” and what’s in store when EAGLE will visit Los
Angeles Harbor for two weekends in August.

Post September 11, bas the EAGLE’s role been
transformed in any way or bas the Coast Guard’s
new homeland security role affected the curriculum
in any way?

Actually, the answer is no. The curriculum that we teach
on board EAGLE is focused a lot towards the basics in
terms of seamanship and the maritime profession. And
so those parts have really remained the same, they’re
almost timeless, in terms of the basics of going to sea,
and line handling, and just seamanship in general. Now
one thing that is different is now we have officers and
members of the permanent crew on board who were in
the Coast Guard when 9-11 happened, and so they have
experiences that they wind up passing on to the cadets
and the officer candidates just by virtue of the routine
daily interaction between the crew and cadets.

You maintain a professional crew to care for the vessel
while the cadets are on board. What'’s involved?

Basically my permanent crew is 55 people. And they are
what I refer to as the professional sailors, professional
mariners. So we all are on board all year long. EAGLE
is underway on average six months out of the year.
This year we’re underway a little bit more than that,
but that’s our average, six months out of the year. And
when you’re not underway, of course, there’s a lot of

= 3 L_l o v
EAGLE commanding officer Capt. Joseph “Chris”
Sinnett on deck.

maintenance that has to take place, and all of our crew
come from the regular Coast Guard, so they might have
been at a law enforcement unit their last time. They
come here, do a tour, then they might go off to a marine
pollution response unit or a search and rescue unit, so
they are all regular “Coasties” with a lot of experience,
and that experience we put to good use in keeping this
72-year old ship up and running (laughs).

Your first visit to Los Angeles this summer will be
August 1 when EAGLE arrives for a crew change-out.
What does a crew change entail and what do the cadets
experience?

When we get the cadets on board they’re in what we
call “Swab Summer” which is like boot camp, before
school starts. They will all be primarily 18 years old,
I'd say 95-98 percent of them will have just graduated
high school within the previous 6-8 weeks. They will
have already been going through about one month’s
worth of their Swab Summer boot camp, and then we
will get them for one week. And really, they’re sort of
eye-opening experiences about here’s what it’s like to
get on a cutter, to get offshore, and to learn just a little
bit about EAGLE and the lines and the rig. It’s sort of
like a teaser to give them a little taste so that they’ve got
something to look forward to during the long school
year and the Connecticut winter that’s facing them.

Once they complete their first experience on the EAGLE,
when do they board again? Or is most of their freshman
year spent at the Academy in New London?

The Academy is exactly parallel to the Naval Academy at
Annapolis or West Point or the Air Force Academy. Itis a
four-year military college. So the difference between the
military colleges and the civilian colleges is, you don’t
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get your summers off. In the summer, you go through
all these different training programs, and at the Coast
Guard Academy each cadet gets three weeks of leave
every summer. And the rest of the summer is engaged
in professional training. So, we get them for one week
as freshmen, and then immediately upon graduation,
after they finish their freshmen year, one half of the
class of now rising sophomores, will come sail with us
for five weeks. And then after five weeks, the other half
of the class of rising sophomores will come sail with
us. And that’s what’s happening here in Astoria where
we are right now. We pulled in about an hour ago, and
roughly 120 of the cadets will be departing tomorrow
and Saturday, and then a new batch of 120 will come
in on Saturday, and that’s the other half of the rising
sophomore class. And they will be with us then for
about five weeks.

What’s the biggest adjustment for the cadets, and how
many of them continue with the Coast Guard after they
get through the initial Swab Summer?

The retention rate is pretty high these days. Back when
I was a cadet, the washout rate during Swab Summer
was somewhere, I would say, in the 20-30 percent rate,
which was pretty high. These days, I believe the cadets
who come in already have a much better understanding
of what they’re getting into. Because the Academy has
programs geared toward giving high school students,
who are potential cadets, a little bit of the cadet
experience. And I think most of the cadets, after they
get on board EAGLE, are more encouraged to stay in
than if they had not had the experience. Because it’s a
lot of fun, it really is (laughs).

Tell us about the crew change. Is this a ceremony
where the public is invited to observe or is it strictly
an internal step for the cadets?

It’s internal. Really it’s more logistical than anything.

Will you bave public boarding during that time, or
is it strictly to welcome your incoming freshmen on
board?

No, we will have public tours. The ship will be open
for the public to come down and walk the decks if they
so desire. And what we try to do is we work the cadets’
departures and arrivals so that it’s kind of transparent to
the public who are touring the ship. They’ll see people
walking off and they’ll see seabags piled up on the
docks and a bus pulling up and things like that. We do
a little bit of a ceremony while we’re still underway to
congratulate those cadets, who have been with us, on
their good performance and to wish them well as they
move on to the next phase of their summer training.
But then, it’s pretty much “O.K., we’ve congratulated

everybody, now let’s get back to work, stand watch,
continue to safely navigate the ship, and get ready to
pull into port.” So that when we pull into port, we’re
down to the “everybody got all your gear packed up,
seabags on deck, down on the pier, busses are here, off
you go, next crowd pulls in.” So it’s very regimented
and that all takes place while we’ll open to public
tours, media will be aboard, special guests, local Boy
Scout troops, things like that will be getting tours, and
so it all happens, all at the same time, it’s a big swirl
of activity.

The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter EAGLE was built in 1936
as the German training ship HORST WESSEL. (USCG
photo)

And how is going to be different from when you return
for the Festival of Sail on August 15? At that point
you’ll have the same personnel on board throughout
the festival.

Yes, at the Festival of Sail, we will have our last group
of fourth class, or Swab cadets. They will be departing,
but I will not have a new group coming on board. They
all have to be back at the Academy by then. So they’re
flying out on the 16th, and I do not have a new batch
coming in. So, that will make it a little bit easier from
a logistics standpoint for my permanent crew who
will still be aboard while the Tall Ships event is taking
place.

Where will the EAGLE be between the change-out and
the Festival of Sail?

We’re going to San Diego, do another logistics change-

continued on page 6
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Meet a Modern-day Viking on September 13!

Olaf T. Envig had a theory con-
cerning the strength of iron rivets in
Viking-built boats. To test his theo-
ry, he and his 13-year old daughter
embarked on a journey that had
not been previously attempted in
modern times: to sail into the North
Atlantic without any navigational
instruments, relying only on the
wind and sun for directions.

This journey is recounted in
Envig’s latest book: Viking to Vic-
torian: Exploring the Use of Iron
in Ship Building. Meet Olaf Envig
and hear his amazing story on Sat-

urday, September 13, at 1:00 pm in
the I. Roy Coats Brass Room of the
Museum. The book is available in
the Sea Chest Gift Shop for $49.95,
(with a 10 percent discount for Mu-
seum members).

An excerpt from Viking to Vic-
torian:

Bad weather was coming our
way. So far, we only had simple
meals consisting of bread and
water. We bad oilskins on, but I
ordered all members to put on sur-
vival gear. Mine was drenched by a
large wave as I was putting it on....

We reefed down our sail to be pre-
pared. Things looked bad. But the
feared squall had no wind, only a
little rain. The waves that followed
were rather buge—more than six
feet in bheight. We bad been falling
off to the south to be prepared for
a wild ride, but were soon back on
course. Unfortunately, our speed
dropped to only a few knots.
Suddenly the wind kicked in
and the waves intensified. With a
reefed-down sail, we were shooting
out of waves down into a valley
continued on next page

EAGLE Captain Intel‘ ViCW continued from page 5

out, and then we’re back to L.A. and then after your Tall
Ships event, we actually go back to San Diego because
that’s when they have their Tall Ships event.

And then after you are through with the west coast,
do you bead back to New London?

That’s correct. We will finish up in San Diego, and
depart there on Monday, August 25th, head back to
the Panama Canal, we will pick up a class of officer
candidates when we are in Panama City and then it’s
a two-week trip to get from the Caribbean side of the
Panama Canal back up to Connecticut and that two-
week period will be the officer candidate training cruise.
And we get back to Connecticut on or about September
26th or 27th.

If a bigh school student should say to you: “Captain,
you have the greatest job! I'm considering a Coast
Guard career, do you bave any advice for me?” What
would your response be?

I’'ve got a couple of pieces of advice on that, but here’s
the main part: First off, congratulations on the fact that
you’re thinking about a Coast Guard career. Secondly,
the Coast Guard has many different career paths:
cutters, aviation, there’s marine safety—those folks
who help fight pollution, there’s search and rescue,
and we need excellent people in all of the different
career paths. So, coming into the Coast Guard is a
great move to start with, and then the advice I give
people is: pick the career path that you are passionate
about. Pick that career that is going to make you feel
happy, and challenged, and excited, every day you go
into work. Because when you’ve got that kind of job,

then you will be positive and energetic about your
work, and you will be successful. I've just never seen
anybody who was energetic that was not also successful.
And if you want to wind up being the skipper of the
EAGLE, it’s pretty straightforward! You go the afloat
operations career path, you do a career in the cutters,
which does not mean you spend your entire life at
sea away from your family, but you’ll spend a tour on
a cutter, and then a tour ashore, another tour on a
cutter, another tour ashore. And you work to be the
best sailor that you can be for the Coast Guard, and
at some point in your career, you get yourself either a
job at the Academy, where you can sail on the EAGLE
during the summers, or assigned to EAGLE, so that you
can become a qualified watch-stander as an officer. And
once you become qualified on EAGLE as an officer, and
then you have a successful tour of command afloat, as
a commander, which is an O-5—that’s an equivalent of
lieutenant colonel in the other services—then you are
in position to compete to go on EAGLE once you are
promoted to O-6, which for us is the rank of captain
and for the other services it’s full colonel. That’s how
you do it! (laughs)

Thanks for speaking with us. We're very excited
about the upcoming visits. Each summer since 1999
our visitors have asked us, “When is the EAGLE
returning?”

We’re going to be happy to be down in L.A. There’s a
lot of good Coast Guard presence in L.A., and there’s
a lot of really neat things to do there, and the crew is
just really looking forward to the fun that we’re going
to have when we’re in port.
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and up the next one... The experi-
ence was unbelievable. Suddenly,
more than balf the boat was in
the open air when it shot out over
the top of the wave, gently tipped
forward and rushed down the
surfside. That was spectacular
sailing. We were doing good speed
again with a reefed-down sail less
than balf-up the mast. It was fun,
and I regretted not bringing a film
team and a watertight camera to
capture our adventure on film. We
were playing hide-and-seek with
the big seas and felt confident we
bad the upper bhand. The old iron
rivets were keeping up very well...

Olaf T. Engvig is internationally
known for his lifelong commitment
to saving and protecting historic
boats and ships. Engvig was born
in Norway and grew up in Rissa.
He has a Cand. Philol. (graduate)
degree in maritime history from the
University of Oslo.

He is a maritime historian,
photographer, author of numerous
books, and consultant to maritime
museums in Norway, Sweden, and
other countries, and has been
instrumental in restoring many
unique old vessels.

Visit Olaf Engvig’s web site
http://www.engvig.com/olaf for
more information.

Welcome, New Members!

FAMILY
Brett and Anne Furlong
David Pregerson

INDIVIDUAL
James A. Eddy
Robert L. Hansen
Mike Jessner
Margaret Seeley

And Thank You to Those Who Have
Recently Renewed Their Support

PATRON
Yvonne Bogdanovich

BENEFACTOR
Yasuhiko and Cleo Komorita
Gloria Wall

SPONSOR

Grieg Asher

Jerry A. and Carol Aspland

Arthur R. Bartlett

Adam and Angela Birkenbach

George Blahnik

Edwin E. and Maureen P Burt
Stephen and Maria Cole

Franz Dittrich

Foremen’s Union Local No. 94 — I.L.W.U.
John Foxworthy and Stacey G. Jones
Paul Irving and Carla Sedlacek
Robert R. Johns

Allen and Dorothy Lay

Peter B. Marcus and Ms. Eugenia Frerichs
William and Sally Muller

Dorothy H. Park

John and Rosie Royal

John R. and Ethel Sellars

Joseph P Ursich

Barbara J. Wallace

FAMILY

Gwen Butterfield and Jim MacLellan
Ronald J. and Diane Ellis

Robert and Marguerite Gillespie
Richard Gladson and Rachel Fischer
Philip Gruskin and Antoinette Paglia
Chuck and Anna Hawley

Herman and Mary Herzbrun

Leslie Jacobs and Rick Eriksen
Darwin R. and Sue Jordan

Andrew and Carolynne Kustich

Anne Laskey

John and Gladys Mc Naughton
Robert L. and Marilyn Amundson-Mohle
Robert and Elia Mott

Paul and Grace M. Nielsen

Paul and Jean Nitchman

Andrew and Nancy Parleto

Don and Bobbie Pico

Richard and Virginia Prutow

Jon and Anne Scheffler

Skip and Toni Schow

Paul Shadle and Brigitte Arden
Robert L. and Olivette Shannon
Don and Mary Sloper

Richard and Hellen Spear

Jim and Connie Templeton
Ronald and Betty Tobin
Hjordis Joy Weston

Tracy D. and Bonnie Winters
Pat and Marilyn Carney

Lillian Gleason Garrison

INDIVIDUAL

Norma Amstutz
John Ara

Gilbert Bechtol
Robert S. Benner
Bill Carter

Bill Catlett

Joseph F. Chartier
William J. Collins
Norman A. DeWitt
Douglas L. Dowds
Howard Gentry
Linda Golden
James Gonzalez
John Goode

Tom Grove
Marguerite Guidinger
Anne B. Gusha
Patricia E. Hartle
James E. Kokal]
Joseph A. Martin
Dolores Matich
Elaine McAteer
Noah Franklin Modisett
Norma Munger
Lowell Parode

G. Richard Reinhardt
Armando J. Roberto
John Rockwood
Mary Rodriguez
Carrie Scoville
Kenneth Velten

Jack Whitmeyer
Alan W. Zimmerman
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SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel |

Crossings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Gift Shop and Book Store.

[]1$25 INDIVIDUAL []$40 FAMILY [ ]$100 SPONSOR [] I am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.
[ ]$500 BENEFACTOR [ ]$1,000 PATRON/CORPORATE* ] 1 would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name
*Recognition on Donor Board and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/

family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

[_]New Membership  [_]Membership Renewal
[] Gift Membership

(] My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.
CIMr. [ Mrs. [ IMr. & Mrs. [IMs. [IMiss ] (other)

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

[] Check enclosed, payable to:
Los Angeles Maritime Museum Foundation

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

Charge my: [JVisa [[]MasterCard SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME

Credit Card Number ADDRESS

Expiration Date CITY STATE ZIP
Full Name as it Appears on Card DAYTIME TELEPHONE

Signature E-MAIL ADDRESS



