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Los Angeles
Maritime Museum

Channel Crossings
Berth 84
Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, CA 90731
(310) 548-7618
www.lamaritimemuseum.org

Museum Hours: Tuesday-Sunday
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (last entry 4:30 p.m.)
Closed Mondays and Holidays

Channel Crossings is published by the
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum. Unless otherwise indicated, all
content is the property of the Los Angeles
Maritime Museum.

The Los Angeles Maritime Museum is a
special facility of the City of Los Angeles,
Department of Recreation and Parks, oper-
ating with financial assistance from Friends
of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum, a
501(c)(3) corporation.

The Los Angeles Maritime Museum creates
an awareness and appreciation of the his-
tory of Los Angeles Harbor.

MUSEUM STAFF
Director: Marifrances Trivelli
Museum Secretary: Franceen McClung
Operations Manager: Chanthell Nelson
Archivist/Librarian:
Elizabeth Ruth-Abramian
Registrar: Lucy Ruggirello
Park Services Attendant:
Richard Delos Reyes
Clerk Typist: Mervet Guindi
Museum Guides: Beth Canedo,
Amy Epperhart, Vanessa Martin,
Cynthia Murillo, Angela Scott
Maintenance: Arjanie Ortega,
Rodolfo Aguilar

Friends of the Los Angeles
Maritime Museum Board of Directors
Jim Whitt, president; Anthony DiTucci,
secretary-treasurer; Norman T. Booth,
Jr., Paul Irving, Paul Nitchman, Torrance
Parker, Barbara Wallace

Cover pbhoto by Paul Nitchman

Director’s Message

By Marifrances Trivelli

Greetings from the Museum!

Although summer is winding down, things are get-
ting into gear here at the Museum! As our regular
readers know, we have been working on a children’s
exhibit quite a while. Finally, the elements are coming
together, and we will be having an informal opening
the afternoon of September 27. If you are a parent, caregiver, or kid at
heart, be sure to stop by and try out our new; interactive family area. The
space was built with the comments and questions of our young audience
in mind. This is an ongoing process, so we want to hear from you! Our
“formal” opening ceremony will be Saturday, November 1, so watch for
details.

Our new, “downtown” harbor is proving to be quite the attraction,
with or without a rubber duck! Please be sure to stop by and enjoy this
new addition. You can get a close-up view of visiting boats, and enjoy
a comfortable seat, right next door to your favorite Maritime Museum!

The Museum’s Navy hall is also under renovation, but the room is re-
maining open for most of this process. That means you can stop by anytime
to check on our progress. We are grateful for a technology upgrade grant
from the Port of Los Angeles, as well as ongoing support from the USS LOS
ANGELES CA-135 Association and the US Navy Cruiser Sailors Association.

Early notification of special events is another benefit to becoming a
Friend of the Museum. Did you know that you can receive this newsletter
electronically? To sign up, send a message to info@lamaritimemuseum.
org, and put “newsletter subscription” in the message line.

Our local shops are starting to preview the holiday merchandise and,
before we know it, the holidays will be here. Remember that the Sea
Chest Museum Shop has a wonderful array of nautical gifts, toys, books
and jewelry. All proceeds benefit the Museum, so shopping here for gifts
is giving twice!

See you at the Museum!

President’s Message

By Jim Whitt, President,
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Dear Friends,

Coming off a very successful Tall Ships festival, I must
extend thanks to the Museum’s staff and volunteers for
all of their hard work. Due in large part to the presence
of the world’s largest rubber duck, the Museum had thousands of visitors,
many of whom were here for the first time. They came for the duck and
the ships, but in the process they also discovered a wonderful museum.

All of our visitors experienced the staff’s welcoming spirit. The atten-
tion to details and customer service were truly outstanding. Our visitors
also had the opportunity to get a sneak peek at the two major exhibits
nearing completion: the children’s exhibit and the Navy Hall upgrades.
I am privileged to be associated with the staff, volunteers, fellow Board
Members and Friends that, with their support, make such things possible.

When renewing your membership, please consider adding an addi-
tional donation, or upgrading your membership level. The benefits are
exponential!
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Maritime Discoveries in the Library

By Liz Ruth-Abramian, Librarian and Archivist

Did you know that the Los Angeles Maritime Museum has a library of
maritime history with an emphasis in collecting the history of Los Angeles
Harbor? As a special collection of the Friends, the Library was founded in
1980 and it has become your resource for research in maritime history
and technology.

The Museum’s website is a gateway for information and photographs of
all things maritime. Look for the Library’s webpage at http://www.lamari-
timemuseum.org/ and then click on the word “Discover” at the top of your
screen to access the Library.

The Library is open Tuesday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm
by appointment and there are open hours on Wednesday afternoons, when
no appointment is necessary. See our website main page for a description
of the collections, visiting and appointments, and research or call us at

(310) 548-7618, ext. 215.

Los Angeles Maritime Museum Library Facts

34 Years the Library has been
open. The Library opened in
1980.

7,000 Number of items in the
collection, including periodicals,
books, pamphlets, special collec-
tions and archives.

453 Ssize of the physical Li-
brary in square feet. The Library

1 Librarian. The Librarian is ea-
ger to help with your research—
everything from retrieving the
material before you arrive for
your appointment (saves time
and panic) to working with you
to achieve your research objec-
tives. Volunteers assist in the

Library with inventories and

preservation.

Reading Room contains 3,000
books, the Librarian, research space,

and workspace.

34 by 84 Size of the large table
on site (equals your research space).
You can make a Library Appointment
to reserve the table for your research
that day.

8 Years the Library catalogue has
been digital. Please send us your
questions about books, pamphlets,

photographs, maps, documents!

71 Archival collections in our
catalogue. Take a look at http:/www.
lamaritimemuseum.org/ and click

on Library under “Discover”.

18 Historical nautical charts in our
catalogue. These charts, published in
the 1850s, depict San Pedro Bay and
Los Angeles Harbor.

4 Centuries of maritime history rep-
resented in the collection. The oldest
item in the collection dates from the
1700s. The newest is from 2013.

[}
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1 Maritime painting on display.
Painted by Roberto Lupetti, it is a favor-
ite stormy action scene.

70+ Blog posts.Have you been read-
ing our blog? Please go to maritimehis-

toryadventures.blogspot.com/

123 (and counting) Rare books and
pamphlets in our catalogue. We have
original copies of books that even

the Library of Congress doesn’t have!

100+ Questions for the Library,
so far this year. Be one of those who
are curious enough to look back and

discover or have research goals!
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Duck Leads’_:'
San Pedro

Tall Ships Parade
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The 2014 Tall Ships Festival kicked off with a parade on
August 20. The world’s largest rubber duck stole the show),
and was greeted by cheering guests on the Museum'’s patio.

Staff and guests got into the festive spirit with the belp of
duck-themed decor.

e 1 ;
The topsail schooner AMAZING GRACE on parade, with the
battleship IOWA in the background.

Guests sported
duck-themed
caps and
whistles in
honor of the
inflatable
guest of bonor.

IRVING JOHNSON, one of the city’s official Tall Ships, was
among the larger vessels at the festival.
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The duck parades down the main channel, towed by the
Nicholson, to the delight of fans and pbotograpbers on the
tug ANGELS GATE.

All photos on pages 4 and 5 by Chantell Nelson.

The G.E Nicholson, under the command of Captain Anthony
DiTucci, towing the world’s largest rubber duck.

Tug G. F. NICHOLSON:
Unsung Hero of the
Tall Ships Parade

On August 20, the fleet of visiting TALL SHIPS paraded
into the harbor, led by the world’s largest rubber duck. The
61-foot duck is the creation of Dutch artist Florentijn Hof-
man, who describes the duck’s “healing properties: it can
relieve modal tensions, as well as define them. The rubber
duck is soft, friendly, and suitable for all ages!” In spite of
these impressive attributes, the duck lacks one crucial skill:
it cannot move from place to place on its own, and requires
the help of a tugboat and barge. During the duck’s recent
visit to the Port of Los Angeles, it was up to the Port’s tug G.
F. Nicholson to fulfill these important duties.

The boxy NICHOLSON is a “truckable” tugboat. The term
“truckable” refers to the fact that the tug can be transported
over land by an 18-wheeler. NICHOLSON measures 25 feet,
11 inches overall, with a 14-foot beam. The 460 horsepower
engine makes it suitable for a variety of harbor work, such
as towing smaller barges and moving derrick barges during
construction work. To prepare to tow the inflatable duck,
the NICHOLSON'’s tow line was connected to a custom-built
17-foot bridle that was secured under the duck’s bottom.

The namesake of this modern tug is George F. Nicholson,
who worked as an engineer for the Port of Los Angles in the
1920s and 1930s. Among his more unusual projects was
designing a concrete tunnel linking San Pedro to Terminal
Island. The tunnel was never built, and the ferry system re-
mained in service until the completion of the Vincent Thomas
Bridge in 1963.

So when we look back at the visit of “the world’s largest
rubber duck”, take a moment to remember the hardworking
tug that made it all possible!
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Donations

The Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum received the following special
donations.

Memorial donations were
received in honor of:
Gwendolyn Metzger
James “Gunner” Overall
Ron Tobin

Jean Wilder

JBA members pose with Museum staff during a recent visit.

Spotlight on the Japan
Business Association

Southern Califor-

The following made “bhappy
birthday” donations to the
tug ANGELS GATE!

Matthew Gorry

Thomas Grove

Jim and Carol Higgs
Andrew Kustich

John Linder

nia has one of the
highest concentra-
tions of Japanese
businesses operating outside of Japan,
and the Japan Business Association of
Southern California (JBA) is an impor-
tant professional, civic and cultural
organization within the Japanese com-
munity.

For several years, the Museum has
been fortunate to receive generous
support from JBA. Gifts such as those
from the JBA directly support the cre-
ation of new exhibits and educational
programming.

This spring, we once again had the

honor of hosting

J 'R MHU‘E#}P:E JBA members for a
» Eﬁ&%ﬁE meeting and mu-

Japan Business Association of Southern Californic

seum tour. Museum
visitors are sure to notice that the
donor board just outside the lobby
features several plaques acknowledg-
ing the ongoing generosity of the JBA.

Thank you, JBA, for your many years
of supporting the Los Angeles Maritime
Museum!

For more information on how you
or your business can help the support
the Museum’s mission, please contact
the Friends of the LA Maritime Museum
at (310) 548-7618 or e-mail friends@
lamaritimemuseum.org.

Dennis Niles
Don Swenson
Toby Westbrook

Childrens Exhibit donations
Stephanie Mardesich,

for the Lee (Sher) and Joseph M.
Mardesich,III Children’s Education
Fund (in memoriam)

Donations

Frank Borden

Sheldon Levinson

Donald and Lorena Mitchell
Ralph Sewell

Nicoletta Troy

Shipwreck Documentary ‘Divine Providence’ to be Shown October 4

Of the thousands of voyages transport-
ing Mormon migrants across the Atlantic
and Pacific between 1840 and 1932, only
one —the JULIA ANN —wrecked and
resulted in loss of life. Now, after many
years of research, Professor Fred Woods
introduces an amazing story of shipwreck,
faith, and perseverance.

Join us on Saturday, October 4, at 1:00
p-m. and discover the history of the 1855
shipwreck of JULIA ANN, her ties to San Pedro, and the fate
of her passengers and crew in Dr. Woods’ new book and ac-
companying documentary: Divine Providence.

The presentation and film viewing are free. Dr. Woods’
book, Divine Providence: The Wreck and Rescue of the JULIA
ANN (DVD included) will be available for sale in the Sea Chest
Museum shop for $24.99 plus tax. Friends of the LA Maritime

Museum receive at 10-percent discount.
About the Author

Dr. Fred E. Woods is a professor at
Brigham Young University in the depart-
ment of Church History and Doctrine and
earned his Ph.D. in Middle East studies
from the University of Utah with an em-
phasis in Hebrew Bible.

His recent works include Finding Refuge
in El Paso: The 1912 Mormon Exodus from Mexico. He has
also produced several documentaries. Dr. Woods’ specialty
is the Mormon maritime migration to American in the 19th
century and he is the compiler and editor of the Mormon
migration website http://mormonmigration.lib.byu.edu/.
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Welcome,
New
Members!

SPONSOR
Maura Garino
Vincent and

Nancy Castiglione

FAMILY
Jack and Julie Faucett Jr.
Benjamin and

Adrionne Merritt

INDIVIDUAL
Christopher Anderson
Dian Ashley

Linda Bille

Ruth Brooker
Estella Bueno
Raquelle Bussel
Ken Estrella
Kathy Fruth
Xavier Hermosillo
Mary Hinkle
Edith Klaus

Ernie Kost

Natalie Massey
Richard Merrick
Donna Moller
Susann Norton
Peter Pellerito
Jack Potts

Jane Randall
Carol Roubal
Normal Sakura
Richard Sigler
Rebecca Schrock
Maddy Silverman
Catherine Tuflija
Jim and Lynette Vandeveer
Nina Whiddon
Jeanne Wilson

Thank You to Those Who Have
Recently Renewed Their Support...

PATRON
John Maleta

Japan Business Association
of Southern California

BENEFACTOR

Yvonne Bogdanovich

STEWARD

Jerry and Carol Aspland

Douglas and Ana
Echeverria Dowds

MUSEUM SUPPORTER
Jack and Midge Trost

SPONSOR
Edwin Burt
Jack and Wendy Duston
Douglas Epperhart
Michael and Mary
Jung Galindo
James and Rebecca Gifford
Kurt and Dara Golden
Thomas Hollywood
Diana Houghton
Paul Irving
and Carla Sedlacek
Leslie Jacobs
and Rick Eriksen
Larry and Jean Lofthus
Eugenia Frerichs
and Peter Marcus
Dolores Matich
John and Gladys
McNaughton
Ralph and Louise Medina
Andrew and Nancy Parleto
Dr. Charles J. Rennie III and
Dr. Teresa K. Nakashima
Richard and Helen Spear

Smithsonian
Museum Day Live!

The L.A. Maritime Museum is pleased
to participate in the annual Smithson-
ian Institution’s Museum Day Live!
On Saturday, September 27, museum
visitors will enjoy free admission at the
Maritime Museum as well as hundreds

of museums across the country.

It’s also a great time to check out
our new children’s exhibit! For more
information on Museum Day, and the
full list of participating museums, visit
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/mu-

FAMILY
Arthur and Irene Almeida
Xavier and Julia Aranda
Fred Bisbey
and Marie Carlucci
Eugene and
Kristine Brancolini
Anthony and Julie DiTucci
Louis and Suzanne
Dominguez
Olaf and Mona Engvig
Robert and
Marguerite Gillespie
Philip and Antoinette
Paglia Gruskin
Brad and Donna Guske
Raymond and Sybil Herbrick
Paul and Charleen Husebye
Samuel and Arlene Lollar
Ron and Terry Mack
Henry and Julie Mellusi
Lee and Donna Melody
Lenz and Lorraine Meylan
Mike and Tracy Miller
Robert and Elia Mott
Jackson and Edith Pearson
Tom and Marjorie
Penderghast
Don and Bobbie Pico
Paul Shadle
and Brigitte Arden
Robert and Olivette
Shannon
Don and Mary Sloper
Tony and Pat Trutanich
James and Carolyn Whitt
John, Beth and

INDIVIDUAL
Felice Abramovic
Helen E. Bernard
Randy Biddle
Joseph F. Chartier
William J. Collins
George Del Gaudio
Matty Domancich
Frank Espinosa
Howard Gentry
John Goode
Marguerite Guidinger
Robert Hughes
Peter Jensen

Paul Keil

James Kokalj
Andrew Kustich
Carl Larkin
Stephen Lawson
Harold Lee

Elaine McAteer
Noah Franklin Modisett
Daniel Munoz
Dennis Niles
Dana Parker
Mary Rodriguez
Francis Segura
Ralph Sewell
Janet Stevens
David Steybe
Harry A. Thomas

William Whittenbury
‘ Smithsonian. mageine i,
R museum dﬂ)’ lIvel
IIIIIII - "l'..,';":‘_ il ¥
seumday/tickets/

Please note that some museums will
require visitors to download free tickets
from the Museum Day website. (The LA
Maritime Museum is not requiring any
type of reservation or ticket to enter.)
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Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, California 90731

SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

[] l'am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.
[]$30 INDIVIDUAL [1$45 FAMILY [1$100 SPONSOR [] I'would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name

D $500 BENEFACTOR |:| $1,000 PATRON and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/

family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

] New Membership [ Membership Renewal ] My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

(] Gift Membership (M [Jwrs. [ IMmr.&Mrs. [ Mms. [ miss [ ] (other)

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)
|:| Check enclosed, payable to:
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Charge my: SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME
[_]visa[_]MasterCard [_] American Express [_] Discover Card
ADDRESS
Credit Card Number
CITY STATE 7P
Expiration Date CSC code
FuTName as Tt Appears on Card DAYTIME TELEPHONE
Signature E-MAIL ADDRESS



