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Los Angeles
Maritime Museum

Channel Crossings
Berth 84

Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, CA 90731

( 310) 548-7618
www.lamaritimemuseum.org

Museum Hours: Tuesday–Sunday 
10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. (last entry 4:30 p.m.)

Closed Mondays and Holidays

Channel Crossings is published by the 
Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime 
Museum. Unless otherwise indicated, all 
content is the property of the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum.

The Los Angeles Maritime Museum is a 
special facility of the City of Los Angeles, 
Department of Recreation and Parks, oper-
ating with financial assistance from Friends 
of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum, a 
501(c)(3) corporation.

The Los Angeles Maritime Museum creates 
an awareness and appreciation of the his-
tory of Los Angeles Harbor.

Museum Staff
Director: Marifrances Trivelli

Museum Secretary: Franceen McClung
Operations Manager: Chanthell Nelson

Archivist/Librarian:
Elizabeth Ruth-Abramian
Registrar: Lucy Ruggirello
Park Services Attendant:

	 Richard Delos Reyes
Clerk Typist: Mervet Guindi

Museum Guides: Beth Canedo, 
Vanessa Martin, Cynthia Murillo

Maintenance: Arjanie Ortega,
Rodolfo Aguilar

Friends of the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum Board of Directors
Jim Whitt, president; Anthony DiTucci, 
secretary-treasurer; Norman T. Booth, 
Jr., Paul Irving, Paul Nitchman, Torrance 
Parker, Barbara Wallace

Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

Greetings from the Museum!
A good deal of this column will be used to share 

some recent photographs of all of our construction 
activity. The past two years have been transforma-
tive, to say the least, as we have grown accustomed 
to jackhammering, pile-driving, earth-movers, con-
struction vehicles, and the overall phenomena of 
creating a new marina.

Inside the building, we took advantage of the chaos and went ahead 
with two renovations. Upstairs, the north end of the second floor is being 
transformed into a permanent children’s exhibit. Be sure to check the 
article on page 5 and learn what our focus group is up to. 

Downstairs, we are renovating the Navy Hall. The themes will encom-
pass the Navy and Merchant Marine in Los Angeles Harbor, but will also 
highlight the role of the ferry service and the history of the terminal, now 
the home of the Museum. We are at a point in time where we can no 
longer assume that our visitors rode the ferry (which stopped running 
more than 50 years ago), or have a first-hand knowledge of military his-
tory. So, we will be interpreting our military, model, and ferry collections 
in a new way to reach a broader audience. Remember to stop by during 
Navy Days to check on the progress.

A note of deep appreciation is due to our staff and volunteers. When 
the construction began, we made the decision to maintain our normal 
operating hours in spite of whatever interruptions would be ahead. Since 
then, the staff and volunteers have performed “yeoman service”, greeting 
our guests and leading tours under challenging conditions of noise, dust, 
and a never-ending parade of heavy equipment vehicles and construction 
personnel. Our daily operations have continued in spite of it all, and ev-
eryone involved has shown a tremendous amount of flexibility and good 
humor the entire time. Thank you, all!

Of course, the reward for all of this is an improved experience for our 
visitors, upgraded, interactive exhibits, and a new “downtown harbor” 
right at our front door. We invite everyone to visit this summer and re-
discover the Maritime Museum!

 Above: Progress on the “downtown 
harbor” plaza looking west across 
Harbor Boulevard. 

Left: Manson Construction’s 
“Norseman” crane has become part of 
the landscape.

(Museum photos)
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President’s Message
By Jim Whitt, President, Friends of 
the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Greetings! 
This issue of Channel Crossings 

certainly gives us lot to talk about. In 
reflecting on all of the construction 
activity and the many changes the 
project has brought to our Museum, 
I realized that there is a constant in 
all of this, and that is the support of 
our members.

People like you who can always be counted on to support 
the Museum through your donations, time, and interest. 
When someone becomes a Friend of the LA Maritime Mu-
seum, there are multiple benefits.

First, the Museum is strengthened by your donations that 
fund new exhibits, tours, and help to care for the collection. 
The Museum then educates its visitors, perpetuating the his-
tory of the harbor. Finally, the Friends enjoy the knowledge 
that they have had a direct impact on the continuing success 
of the Museum. This creates a “win-win” situation.

Do you have friends or family who would like to get in-
volved? Please share this newsletter with them, or better yet, 
urge them to visit the Museum and become a Friend. You’ll 
be glad you did!  

Fair winds!

Tugboat in Need 
of Birthday Gifts

If you are 70 years 
old or know some-
one who is, then you 
will relate to this sto-
ry: Imagine you were 
born in the 1940s 
and spent most of 
your life in sunny 
California, specifical-
ly, on the waterfront.

While you certainly 
have lots of stories to tell, the years of sunshine and salt air 
have taken their toll. In addition your bottom is made of steel 
and has been in the water almost every day for 70 years. Of 
course, you want to maintain your youthful good looks and 
remain useful for many years to come.

So, it’s time for 
the spa (or in this 
case, a drydock), 
because of course 
we are talking about 
our beloved tugboat, 
ANGELS GATE. The 
hard-working ambas-
sador is turning 70 
this year, and is due for her regular shipyard maintenance.

The tug operates with a volunteer crew, offers year-round 
educational tours, and is a hands-on classroom for high 
school students. The maintenance bills for all of this are 
funded through private donations. Trips to the shipyard 
provide crucial maintenance below the waterline, to ensure 
that the tug remains in safe operating condition.

Here’s how you can wish the ANGELS GATE a happy birth-
day:  tear out the coupon and send a donation today. You 
can also donate online by visiting www.lamaritimemuseum.
org, click on “donate” and specify “tug” in the comment 
field.  Your birthday gift will help assure smooth sailing for 
the ANGELS GATE for decades to come! 

Thank you!

Happy Birthday, Angels Gate!
Name______________________________________ Donation: $____________

Address__________________________________________________________

Telephone________________________________________________________

Email____________________________________________________________

Please return this form and payment to: 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum, Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street, San Pedro CA 90731

	 Check enclosed, payable to: Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Charge my:    Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover Card

_____________________________________________________________
Credit Card Number
_________________________    _____________________
Expiration Date		  CSC code
_____________________________________________________________
Full Name as it Appears on Card
_____________________________________________________________
Signature

The new floor is 
being installed 
in the future 
children’s exhibit.
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CHERYL ANN: 
From Toy Tug to 
Real-life Inspiration

From 1954-1956, viewers of the television show Waterfront 
tuned in each week to enjoy the adventures of Captain John 
Herrick (played by Preston Foster) and his trusty tugboat 
CHERYL ANN.

The show took place in Los Angeles harbor and obser-
vant local viewers quickly recognized CHERYL ANN as the 
Wilmington Transportation Company tugboat MILTON S. 
PATRICK in disguise.  

Though Waterfront aired for only two years, fond memories 
of the CHERYL ANN remained. Countless children enjoyed 
playing with plastic tugboats inspired by the program. 

Museum staff heard stories over the years of various women 
who claimed to be named after the tugboat, but the origin 
of CHERYL ANN was a mystery until earlier this year. That’s 
when Museum Director Marifrances Trivelli received a phone 
call from Cheryl Cotter of Reedley, California.  

She explained that she was the inspiration behind the 
naming of the TV tug – and had evidence to prove it. Soon 
after, Trivelli and Museum Registrar Lucy Ruggirello spent 
a pleasant afternoon with Cheryl as she shared her family 
history and photos…

Cheryl Cotter is from a show business family.  Her mother, 
Gladden “Cheryl” Pryer, had a short-lived, but enjoyable 
career as a child star, appearing in the original Our Gang 
short films.

Cheryl’s grandfather, Maurice “Shorty” Pryer, worked as 
a technician, best boy, and special effects expert for various 
studios. His films included Top Hat, with Fred Astaire and 
Ginger Rogers, The King and I and The Wizard of Oz.  

Pryer’s last job before his retirement was as a technician on 
the set of the I Love Lucy show. It was there in late 1953 that 
Pryor arrived for work with a box of cigars and announced 
the birth of his granddaughter.

Coincidentally, the producers of the new show, Waterfront, 
happened to be visiting the set and asked the baby’s name. 
When they heard the answer—Cheryl Ann—they announced 
they had found the name of the tug they were planning to 
feature in a new show. As Cheryl cheerfully summed it up, 
“The rest is history.”

In recent years, social media has helped to link the various 
“Cheryls” around the country, each named after the tugboat.  
A Facebook page “Cheryls Named after a tugboat” hosts lively 
discussions and information about the various toy tugs still 
in existence. Discussions are underway to plan a “reunion 
of the Cheryls” at the Maritime Museum.  

So now that you know the story, be sure to stop by to see 
the model of CHERYL ANN during your next visit to the 
Maritime Museum!

Top: One of the toy Cheryl 
Ann tugs is on exhibit at 
the Museum.

Center. The real Cheryl 
Ann (Cheryl Cotter) as 
a baby, and (bottom) 
during a recent visit to 
the Museum posing with 
tug ANGELS GATE. 

(Baby photograph 
courtesy of 

Cheryl Ann Cotter)
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If you’ve visited the Museum’s second floor recently, you 
were greeted with a series of barriers, yellow caution tape, 
and signs reading:”New exhibit coming soon.” Yes, it’s true: 
our long-awaited children’s exhibit is taking shape.

Recently, we hosted our first focus group of elementary 
school children selected from different South Bay communi-
ties. They all got together one afternoon to go beyond the 
barriers and test out the “beta” version of the exhibit, while 
Museum staff, parents, and teachers listened intently and 
took notes.

For anyone who thinks that children are only happy with 
electronic toys, you are in for a surprise. The children were 
fascinated by the series of “low-tech interactives” as they 
learned about cargo loading, ship spotting, finding harbor 
landmarks, building your own ship, and (of course) dressing 
up in costume.

The children were having so much fun we had to gently 
usher them out of the building at 5:00 p.m. Our focus group 
asked thoughtful questions about the purpose and names 

of the ships they saw in the harbor that day, and being kids, 
were very vocal about their likes and dislikes.

The big WOW, of course, was witnessing a container ship 
make its way down the channel, along with Crowley tugs 
moving into position. That’s the real-life changing scene 
that is at the heart of this exhibit, and the timing was perfect.  

Teachers and parents provided staff with very constructive 
ideas, and were quick to anticipated what worked and what 
did not. In the end, we left with new observations, more 
ideas, and a firmer sense of what our final build-out will be.

We plan to open in the summer, and hope you can stop by 
to find out “What’s Going on in the Harbor Today?”

This exhibit is made possible by the Friends of the Los An-
geles Maritime Museum, the Lee Sher Mardesich and Joseph 
Mardesich III Children’ Education Fund, Port of Los Angeles 
Community Investment Grants, the Central and Coastal San 
Pedro Neighborhood councils, the San Pedro Retired Elks, 
and the Southern California Pensioners, ILWU.

All photographs by Gary Florin

‘What’s Going On In the Harbor Today?’ 
The Experts Let Us Know…
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Donations
The Friends of the LA Maritime Mu-
seum received the following special 
donations.

Christmas gift donations in the name 
of:
Ron Tobin
Dennis Tobin

Memorial donations in honor of:
Nat Gozzano

Children’s exhibit donors
Robert Benner
Randle Biddle
Janny Billing
Norman Booth
Joe Chartier
Dr. and Mrs. Warren Cutting
Norman De Witt
Frank Espinosa
Marilyn Ginsburg
Matt Gorry
Eleanor J. Grossman
Robert Grossman
Raymond and Sybil Herbrick
Tom Hollywood
Jim and Linda Howat
Paul Keil
Andrew Kustich
David and Lynne Lyerla
Dolores Matich
Matt and Dorothy Matich
Alan and Joann Miyamoto
The Muller Family
Paul and Grace Nielsen
Paul and Jean Nitchman
Violet Quist
Mark Reynolds
Mary J. Rodriguez
Paul Shadle
Jack Trost
John Robert White
James Whitt

Tall Ships Arrive August 20
The Los Angeles Waterfront is the destination as more 

than a dozen international and domestic grand Tall Ships 
arrive for Tall Ships Festival L.A. 2014.  

From August 20-24, the Port of Los Angeles will be 
just one of three west coast ports hosting the tall ships. 
In addition to the ships, the festival will offer live enter-
tainment, food, beverages, 
seafaring demonstrations, 
and crafts.

Unlike past years, this sum-
mer’s festival will be a ticketed 
event. Ticket prices will range 
from a single-day dockside 
pass for $7 to a “Gold Pass” 

for $350.
Please note that the Maritime Museum will not be 

selling tickets to the event.  Tickets are only available 
for purchase at the following websites: www.TallShips-
FestivalLA.com, or www.TicketFly.com. You may also 
purchase over the phone by calling 877-4FLY-TIX.

Did You Know... 
that as a member of the Friends of the LA Maritime Museum your 

tax-deductible donations bring you a boatload of benefits? And Friends 

who join at the Sponsor level and above can enjoy free admission at 

over 80 maritime museums? See the back page for details!

Summer Fun at the Maritime Museum
Just because school is out doesn’t 

mean students should miss out on 
opportunities for learning and discov-
ery. To help ensure that children keep 
learning in the summer, the Museum is 
pleased once again to participate in the 
“Passport to Success” program. 

This program encourages family 
learning during the summer break by 
offering free admission and special 

events at libraries, museums, and cul-
tural centers.  During their visit, fam-
ily members receive a special stamp 
on their “passports” and, each week, 
families will be eligible for a variety of 
prizes. 

Families can participate in the pro-
gram from June 6 to August 11. For 
more information, visit www.families-
inschools.org.
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Welcome, New Members!

Thank You to Those Who Have Recently Renewed Their Support...
PATRON
Thea Bower
John A. Maleta
Southern California 
	 Pensioners’ Group, ILWU

BENEFACTOR
Norman T. Booth, Jr.
James Park

STEWARD
Norman A. DeWitt

Sponsor
J. Peter Baumgartner
Robert S. Benner
Adam and Angela Birkenbach
Stephen Cole
E. Norman and Suzanne George
Richard and Trudy Hildebrand
Derek and Mary Ann Kendall
Yasuhiko and Cleo Komorita
Larry and Jean Lofthus
David and Lynne Lyerla
Anthony and Anna Marie Martinovich
William Muller
Edward S.  Olson
Glenn and Darlene Peasley
Borti and Teresa Petrich Jr.
Bill Rankel
Nan Roberts
Don and Carol Swenson
Marilyn J. Whelan
Gary A. and Nancy Young

Family
George and Susan Bell
Frank and Raquel Borden
William and Birgit Dahlquist
Frank DeLucia
Vincent and Carolyn DiLeva
Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
Robert and Marguerite Gillespie
Charles and Blanche Herring
Mary Herzbrun
Martin and Mary Hochman
Robert and Carol Hopper
Mark and Margaret Hurley
Paul and Charleen Husebye
Terry and Susan Kesinger
Anne Laskey
Jacques and Marlyse Linder
Steven L. Mandel
Michael Mehler
Richard and Ana Miller
Paul and Grace Nielsen
John A. and Janice Olsen
Chester and Lynn Olson
David and Margaret Parkinson
Irene C. Perkins
Paul Petrich Jr.
Violet Quist
David Reid and Patricia Ing
Richard and Gail Reiser
David and Linda Rosenbloom
Val J. and Sheri-Marie Schnabl
Carrie Scoville and Julia Scoville
Dale and Sylvia Thompson
Ronald and Betty Tobin
Yvetta Williams and J. R. Arimas
Ted and Bonnie Winters

Individual
Rick Adams
John Ara
Gilbert Barela
Jane Bartik
Don Benedict
Helen E. Bernard
Virginia E. Brownell
William Carter
Richard Chikami
Mark Clemente
William Dent
Robert Filter
Eleanor Gleason Grossman
Tom Grove
Andrea Hegybeli
Phelps Hobart
Neal Hudson
Joyce Koehler
Mary Kostrenich
John Linder
Caroline Medan
Homer Meek
Henrietta Mosley
Norma Munger
Mike O’Connell
Nancy Richardson
Reidar Schopp
Robert Schwemmer
Anthony Skirlick, Jr.
Joe Strapac
Sidney Thompson
Milton Weiner
George Weiss
Phil Wentz
Toby Westbrook
Brian Whelan
Jean L. Wilder
Nicholas Young

The Friends of the LA Maritime 
Museum is the nonprofit operat-
ing in support of  the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum. Dues are tax-
deductible and members enjoy a 
wide variety of benefits. For more 
information, see the back page.

SPONSOR
Erik and Kerri Cutforth
William J. Myers
William Leishman, 
	 honoring Torrance Parker

Family
Jack and Julie Faucett Jr.
Bruce Heyman Family
Arthur and Fern Ramirez
Brian and Ann-Marie Schwartz
Richard and Diane Smith
Duncan Stewart and Monica Burga

Individual
Julie Archie
Sandy Levin
Kenneth Nakagawa
Pat Stanyo
Chris Woodyard



Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, California 90731

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to Channel Cross-
ings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, reciprocal admission to other maritime 
museums (Sponsor level and above) and a 10% discount in the Sea Chest Museum Shop.

 $30 INDIVIDUAL           $45 FAMILY           $100 SPONSOR

 $500 BENEFACTOR           $1,000 PATRON

 New Membership      Membership Renewal

 Gift Membership

	 I am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

	 I would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name 
	 and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/
	 family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

 My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

	 Check enclosed, payable to:
	 Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Charge my: 

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover Card

________________________________________________
Credit Card Number

_________________________    _____________________
Expiration Date		  CSC code

________________________________________________
Full Name as it Appears on Card

________________________________________________
Signature

 Mr.      Mrs.       Mr. & Mrs.       Ms.       Miss       _________ (other)

______________________________________________________________________________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

______________________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME

______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

______________________________________________________________________________
CITY				    STATE		  ZIP

______________________________________________________________________________
DAYTIME TELEPHONE

______________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS

Support the Maritime Museum Today!


