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The Los Angeles Maritime Mu-

seum creates an awareness and 

appreciation of the maritime his-

tory of coastal California, with an 

emphasis on the contributions of 

the people and institutions of the 

port city of Los Angeles.

Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

The Museum’s 30th year was 
certainly an eventful one, and 
I’d like to take the opportunity 
to update you about some posi-
tive events that have put us in 
good stead for the New Year.  In 
January, we experienced cuts to 
our staff hours that equaled 60 
percent of our workforce. The 
City’s budget crisis affected the 
Museum in the form of early 
retirements, furloughs, hiring 
freezes, and a cutback in part-
time staff hours. For the first 
time in the Museum’s history, 
we had to close on Sundays.  But 
I’m pleased to report that (as we 
had hoped), these setbacks were 
only temporary.   Through the efforts of Los Angeles City Councilwoman 
Janice Hahn, we were able to arrange for a transfer of two full-time City 
employees to our staff.  This fall, we were pleased to welcome Chanthell 
Nelson and Raeann Rodriguez. Both have had previous experience with 
City museums, and strong backgrounds in visitor services, and we are 
thrilled to have them on board.  With new staff, and the end of mandatory 
furloughs, the Museum is once again open Tuesday-Sunday, from 10-5.   

Looking back at the calendar, I am amazed at what our small staff and 
volunteer corps have accomplished in 2010.  To note just a few: we hosted 
the national traveling exhibit “Marking Time: Voyage to Vietnam” that at-
tracted front-page media coverage as well as a visit from Fox 11 News.  We 
launched our Facebook page and the Museum’s 30th anniversary made 
the cover of San Pedro Today.  Our efforts to raise funds to build a kids’ 
exhibit continued with our second annual soda tasting and a sidewalk chalk 
contest that brought out the maritime artist in all of us.   2010 was also the 
year the LA Maritime Museum Foundation sponsored its first Casino Night 
Fundraiser. Our tugboat ANGELS GATE triumphantly returned to service 
after a successful fund-raising campaign paid for her shipyard visit.   The 
USS Los Angeles CA-135 Roundup in October added new members to our 
roll, while the current Los Angeles, a nuclear submarine, was decommis-
sioned nearby. Though the sub will not be saved, the Navy has approved 
us as a venue for the boat’s artifacts and they will find a new home in the 
Navy Hall. Sadly, it was also a time of good-byes, as we bid farewell to I. 
Roy Coats, one of our founders whose work can be seen in and around 
the Museum, as well as in maritime museums nationwide.

Through it all, it was the support of our membership that helped keep 
our exhibits and programming schedule afloat. On behalf of the staff and 
volunteers, I thank you for your contributions during the past year, and 
wish you all the best for the holiday season and a happy and prosperous 
New Year.
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A New Blog for the 
Museum Research Library
Why not offer a blog?

“The Adventures of Maritime History” is a short, 
weekly review of one or more books from the Library, a 
special collection, or periodical of interest. Check each 
week after Wednesday to view the latest blog post! And 
please leave a comment there. Read and comment on 
our blog—“Adventures of Maritime History”—at http://
maritimehistoryadventures.blogspot.com/

View our cataloged books and pamphlets, updated 
continuously, online at http://www.librarything.com/
catalog/LAMMLibrary/. Museum Members can borrow 
books for up to three weeks.

Our website is at http://www.lamaritimemuseum.
org/library.htm. Click on the link “New books and pam-
phlets this month” for our recently acquired material.

Library open hours: Wednesdays, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.; 
other weekdays except Mondays by appointment. Call 
the Library at (310) 548-7618 for an appointment.

New Exhibit Asks ‘What is It?’
What do a pair of mismatched wooden shoes, 

a bicycle, and three pinecones have to do with 
maritime history?  Visit the new ramp exhibit, and 
find out! 

In honor of the 30th anniversary, the Museum 
is presenting “What is It?”, a fun look at some of the 
more unusual items collected over the past three 
decades. You’ll see how some everyday objects have 
a surprising maritime connection.

New Project Will Put I. Roy Coats Brass Room Online!
The I. Roy Coats Brass Room is a treasure trove of 

ship relics. Since its installation decades ago, the room 
has been an object of fascination for veterans, research-
ers, and anyone interested in naval or merchant marine 
history. (Read the tribute to Roy Coats on page 9.)

Questions range from the general: “Do you have 
any destroyer escort plaques?” to the specific: “My 

grandfather served on the USS ST. PAUL....do you have 
anything saved from that ship?” Until now, questions 
such as these would oblige a staff member to visit the 
room in person to “check the walls”.

Amy Epperhart, a senior at the Port of Los Angeles 
High School, is creating an electronic spreadsheet that 
will serve as a catalog of the Brass Room. 

Under the direction of the Museum’s archivist/li-
brarian, Liz Ruth, Amy is  busy measuring each plaque, 
noting whatever information it contains, (date, ship 
name, type, builder’s name, etc.) along with its cor-
responding location on the wall and a matching pho-
tograph.  

This electronic record will be a valuable reference 
tool, one that will allow us to share the Brass Room’s 
contents with visitors online and in-person.

Amy began the project in March and is working 
hard to complete the room in time for her graduation.

“It’s fascinating,” Amy said, “because I can make 
connections between ships commemorated in these 
plaques and what I’ve learned about history.”

Amy Epperhart, a senior at the Port of Los Angeles High 
School, at work cataloguing the contents of the I. Roy 
Coats Brass Room.
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Shipwreck 
of the 
Purse Seiner

At 3:00 a.m. on October 28, 1952 a fire broke out in the 
engine room of the purse seiner DEL RIO while she was 
fishing for sardines three miles north of Anacapa Island. 
The engine room sprinkler system was activated but failed 
to put out the fire.1

The purse seiners SEA RANGER and WESTERN MON-
ARCH, both fishing themselves for sardines around Santa 
Cruz Island and Anacapa, responded to the distress call. All 
three boats were from the port of San Pedro in Los Angeles 
Harbor 70 miles to the southeast. The Coast Guard cutter 
83366 in Santa Barbara also responded to the call.

The SEA RANGER arrived first and rescued the eleven 
crew members from the stricken DEL RIO, then transported 
them to San Pedro. The crew of the WESTERN MONARCH 
saved about half of the 75-ton catch of the DEL RIO, but 
otherwise the vessel became a total loss.2

Coast Guard Cutter 83366 stood by to assure navigation 
safety as the fire burned to water level, and the vessel drifted 
toward shallow water between Big Anacapa Island and Little 
Anacapa Island, where she sank.3

The DEL RIO was a representation of the life’s blood of 
the commercial fishing enterprise then based in San Pedro. 
Fishermen were recorded in San Pedro’s first U.S. Census 
count in 1850 and by 1909 the port town was annexed to the 
city of Los Angeles, in part, due to its growing fishing industry. 

The DEL RIO was an example of a type of boat designed 
to use a purse seine net. The purse seine was a round-haul 
net which was set to circle the fish, but it could also be closed 
at the bottom, like a purse, when hauling the fish in.

Purse seine boats were also designed with deep hulls 
wherein fish could be stored in the hold, with brine or ice, 
and eventual refrigeration, rather than on the deck. They 
were thus able to make longer fishing trips without having 
to unload their catch. The first motored purse seine boats 
in San Pedro were built in 1893 and 1895.4

Historically, commercial fishing has been the most 
dangerous occupation in the world. The DEL RIO was one 
of over 100 boats from the San Pedro fishing fleet to have 
been lost at sea. According to Russell Bradford in his recent 
Historic Fishing Industry of the San Pedro Bay, most of these 

were lost within 100 miles of San Pedro, while fishing off the 
Channel Islands.5

The DEL RIO Serviced the World’s 
Most Productive Fishing Enterprise 

By alternately fishing for different species of fish with dif-
ferent purse seine nets, the fishermen of San Pedro supplied 
a catch as early as 1919 that allowed San Pedro canneries and 
packers to out-produce the fabled Cannery Row of Monterey.6  

In fact, starting in 1931 the port had been recognized 
by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service surveys to be the nation’s 
leading fishing port, both in quantity and value of its landings 
(these surveys included all Alaska Territory ports as well).7  
In 1950, when efforts were made to tabulate international 
rankings, San Pedro was listed as the world’s leader.8

San Pedro’s fishing enterprise to a large degree relied 
upon the bountiful fish resources to be found around the 
Channel Islands. The unique underwater topography sepa-
rating the mainland from the islands creates in this region 
an amplified upwelling of marine nutrients creating a food 
chain upon which various species of fish can feed. Purse seine 
boats were designed to get to this bountiful marine treasure. 

Sardines, mackerel, and various species of tuna were 
the primary catch destined for the canneries and reduction 
plants. However, around the Channel Islands, and locally 
along the coast, when the sardines, tuna, and mackerel were 
not available, the purse seiners also caught “whitefish”—yel-
lowtail, barracuda and white sea bass. 

The whitefish catch was generally sold to the City of Los 
Angeles Wholesale Fish Market, built in 1917 in San Pedro 
to supply the entire Los Angeles basin with fresh fish. It was 
to operate until 1951, when it was replaced by the more 
modern and larger Municipal Fish Market. 

Both of these fresh fish enterprises housed 11 or 12 com-
mercial fresh fish companies, almost all run by local families 
of Japanese, Italian, or Croatian ancestry.9

Italian, Japanese, and Croatian 
Immigrants Build a Fishing Industry

If the purse seine boats were the life’s blood of the San 
Pedro fishing industry, its energizing pulse was the hard work 
of an immigrant labor force: both fishermen and cannery 

Del Rio
By Paul Petrich, Jr.
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workers. The crew of the DEL RIO, for example, was made 
up of Croatian immigrants, and their American-born sons, 
from the Dalmatian coast of what was then Yugoslavia. 

The skipper, Frank Bosnich, the engineer Jack Lovrich, 
and crew members Marijan Katnich and Nikola Ursich shared 
ownership of the DEL RIO—and they all came from families 
with a fishing tradition in Dalmatia. 

In 1951, most of the licensed commercial fishermen man-
ning the 2,279 registered fishing boats in San Pedro ( of all 
sizes ) were either Croatian and Italian immigrants, or their 
first and second generation offspring living in San Pedro.10  

According to the San Pedro News Pilot, by 1951, the 
Croatian community in San Pedro numbered approximately 
18,000, and the Italian colony approximately 7,000. As re-
ported by the newspaper, their families were all in San Pedro 
due to the fishing industry. 
They came from very specific 
regions of their respective 
“Old Countries,” each re-
gion steeped in a long his-
tory of fishing. 

The Italians came first, 
in the 1880s, from the little 
island of Ischia off the coast 
of Naples.11 Then they came 
from the coastal villages on 
Sicily. Some also came from 
Genoa, by way of San Fran-
cisco; coming to San Pedro 
with their boats after the San 
Francisco earthquake.

The Croatians from 
Dalmatia began coming in 
1893. They were listed as 
immigrants from Austria-
Hungary until immigra-
tion stopped during WWI. 
When they started coming 
again in 1920, they came as 
immigrants from the new 
country of Yugoslavia, which 
included Dalmatia.12 

Dalmatia’s coastline is spotted with over 1,000 islands 
along the east coast of the Adriatic Sea. Komiza is a town on 
Vis, the inhabited island farthest out in the Adriatic Sea. It 
is said about half of the Croatians in San Pedro trace their 
ancestry back to Komiza.

By 1920, San Pedro’s fishing fleet numbered over 500, 
with 125 purse seiners. It served a new canning and process-
ing area called Fish Harbor on Terminal Island in East San 
Pedro. Fish Harbor averaged a total of 10 canneries and/or 
reduction centers through the 1920s to the 1950s, with a 
few others close by in the greater Los Angeles-Long Beach 
Harbor area.13 

Many of these canning and processing plants were started 
by previous fishermen of immigrant stock: Japanese as well as 
Croatians and Italians. They hired mostly the local immigrant 
labor force to work in the plants, and that employment often 

exceeded the fishermen in numbers. They also helped aspir-
ing fishermen finance ownership of their boats, or purchased 
boats outright to fish for the canneries.

Japanese immigrants, from the beginning of the 20th 
century until 1941, were very big contributors to all aspects of 
San Pedro’s fishing industry. On Terminal Island, over 2,400 
Japanese lived in houses and shacks near Fish Harbor by the 
mid 1920s. Forty-one percent of them fished and 33 percent 
were women who worked in the canneries.14 

By the 1930s they owned many of the largest boats and 
invested in some canneries. In 1931 they were the group with 
the most licensed commercial fishermen at 603, compared to 
459 Americans, 363 Yugoslavs (Croatians), and 134 Italians.15 

The American group is said to have reflected, in the same 
proportion, the immigrant groups by ethnicity and race; the 

assumption being they were 
the first or second genera-
tion offspring of the others. 

It was not until 1939 
that the Yugoslav (Croatian) 
fishermen registered more 
commercial fishing licenses 
than did the Japanese. The 
Yugoslav listing was 755, 
the Japanese 494, and the 
Italians 206.16

The Japanese immi-
grants, as with the Italians 
and Croatians, emigrated 
primarily from a specific re-
gion of their old country to 
come to San Pedro, primar-
ily from a coastal area called 
Wakayama. 

They came first to fish 
abalone on the coast of the 
Palos Verdes Peninsula. But 
when the abalone fishing 
was restricted out of con-
servation concerns, they 
moved to Terminal Island to 

fish for tuna and sardines, or to work in the canneries. On 
Terminal Island they built a thriving community they called 
“Wakayama Village.” 

Soon after the Japanese Imperial Navy attacked Pearl 
Harbor they were to end up losing everything they accumu-
lated, as well as the community they had developed. The 
U.S. President’s Executive Order #9066 issued on February 
19, 1942 and enforced in San Pedro on February 26, gave all 
local Japanese, aliens and American citizens alike, about 48 
hours to sell or give away everything they owned. They were 
then moved to relocation camps in various remote regions 
of the western United States. 

One hundred and twenty thousand Japanese through-
out the United States were relocated (except those living in 
Hawaii), including 3,000 from Terminal Island, and another 
2.000 from the greater Los Angeles Harbor District.17 Their 

The San Pedro Fishermen’s Fiesta and Boat Parade 
was held every year starting in 1938, except during 
WWII. By the 1950s the size of the crowds celebrating 
the fleet rivaled those at the Rose Parade in Pasadena. 
Courtesy Paul Petrich, Jr.
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homes, businesses, and entire 
village were removed from Ter-
minal Island to make room for 
war effort military facilities and 
shipyards.  

In 2002 a “Terminal Island 
Memorial” was erected near Res-
ervation Point on Seaside Avenue, 
Terminal Island. It is dedicated 
to those Wakayama vil-
lagers whose livelihoods 
were taken away when 
they were sent to reloca-
tion camps. Russell Brad-
ford, who researched 
this part of San Pedro 
history thoroughly in his 
aforementioned book, 
refers researchers to a 
documentary that was 
shown in the L.A. Harbor 
Film Festival of 2007, nar-
rated by Rob Fukuzaki, 
titled: “The Lost Village 
of Terminal Island.”
The DEL RIO 
Commissioned 
as a Minesweeper 
Prior to WW II

In October of 1940, the United States Navy initiated a 
program to help protect the U.S. west coast in the case of 
eventual United States involvement in WWII. The drumbeat 
of war had been intensifying in the Asian and Pacific regions 
as Imperial Japan was supporting Italy and Germany in their 
conquest of most of Europe, and had embarked on its own 
conquest of much of China and French Indo-China. 

Based upon an agreement between the San Pedro Fisher-
man’s Cooperative Association of boat owners and the U.S. 
Navy Department, many commercial fishing boats of the San 
Pedro fleet were sold to the U.S. Navy.18 They were to be con-
verted into Coast Guard minesweepers and coastal auxiliary 
patrol boats. The agreement had stipulated that the U.S. Navy 
could requisition, for a fair market value, the association 
members’ fishing vessels in time of war or a threat of war. 

All told, 25 boats were to fall into this prewar enlist-
ment category in California acquiring the USN designation 
“AMc.” At least 13 of the newer vessels in San Pedro were 
purchased by the Navy, and the DEL RIO was one of them.19 
The Navy purchased another 25 in the state of Washington 
prior to WWII.

The United States Maritime Commission, which was as-
signed to purchase the boats for the government, paid an 
average price of $20,000 for each one. After the war, most 
of them were returned for resale to the original owners for 
a $1,000 fee.20 

November 11, 1940, the DEL RIO was commissioned as 
the AMc 19 GROSBEAK by the Navy to join Mine Division 1 

in San Francisco Bay and nearby 
waters, but she was also used for 
the training of junior officers in 
small boat handling and mine-
sweeping.21  

She was returned to two 
of her previous owners, Paul 
Petrich and Frank Mariani, on 
August 2, 1945 as the DEL RIO, 

with her home port again 
declared as San Pedro. 
The third and initial San 
Pedro owner, John Mar-
tinovich, opted not to 
repurchase, and his share 
was sold to Nikola Ursich 
of San Pedro.22

Many other commer-
cial fishing boats were to 
be purchased by the U.S. 
Navy after U.S. entry into 
WWII. August Felando, a 
previous general manag-
er of the American Tuna 
Boat Association of San 
Diego, tabulated that at 
least another 130 fishing 
boats built on the west 
coast were purchased 
by the Navy after Pearl 

Harbor and were to serve throughout the Pacific Theater in 
various patrol and supply craft capacities under the classifi-
cation of “YP”. Some were casualties of war, but most were 
returned to their previous owners.23

 A few of these, too, were from San Pedro, but most of 
them were large “tuna clippers” based in San Diego, some 
designed for long range fishing with poles and bait “chum-
ming”, rather than with purse seine nets. A few vessels of a 
similar design were built by the Navy during the course of 
WWII, then sold to fishermen after the war. 

However, a research of August Felando’s statistics indi-
cates that over 50 percent of the AMc and YP Army/Navy con-
versions mentioned above were fishing vessels built between 
1935 and 1942 in shipyards located in Tacoma, Washington 
(at least 69 out of approximately 130).
The San Pedro-Tacoma 
Purse Seiner Connection

Gig Harbor, in Puget Sound, was reported to have Croa-
tian immigrants fishing for salmon with purse seine nets from 
row boats in 1870.24 According to documentation in Images 
of America: Old Tacoma, Croatians then exported purse 
seine boat building to near by Old Tacoma. Martin Petrich 
and Joe M. Martinac, both immigrants from Dalmatia, gained 
employment in these pioneering shipyards of Old Tacoma 
prior to WWI. 

In 1916, together with William Wicket, they started 
the Western Boat Building Company which specialized in 

Del Rio under construction in Tacoma, Washington, 1935  
John Martinovich, far right. Courtesy Paul Petrich, Jr.

Del Rio builder’s plate
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building powered purse seine boats for the local salmon 
fishermen.25 By the 1930s Tacoma harbored up to six such 
shipyards, including Joe Martinac’s own yard that he started 
in 1924, the J.M. Martinac Shipbuilding Corp.26  

By the 1930s the Western Boat Building Company, the 
J.M. Martinac Shipbuilding Corporation, and the Martinolich 
Shipbuilding Corporation ( the latter started in Tacoma by 
descendants of another immigrant from Dalmatia ), were 
very innovative in building purse seine vessels adaptable to 
fishing for other species of fish besides salmon.27 

Purse seine boats early on were adaptable to fishing for 
herring in Puget Sound and Alaskan waters, and these same 
boats could fish sardines in more southern climes. Larger 
boats began to be built by the late 1930s that were capable 
of fishing for tuna on extended trips holding over 100 ton 
of fish.  

Many purse seine boats that fished out of San Pedro were 
built in the Tacoma area of Washing-
ton State. They were at first generally 
boats destined for use by Croatian 
fishermen. This connection goes back 
to when the aforementioned Croatian 
fishermen immigrated to the area in 
the 1870s, when Washington was still 
a territory. These fishermen were clas-
sified in the 10th U.S. Census as Aus-
trians, but were probably Croatians. 
Austria-Hungary had no access to the 
sea other than through Croatia, which 
had an Adriatic coastline.28 

By the1930s, many Croatian fish-
ermen from Dalmatia, in the Tacoma 
area, were motoring modern purse 
seine boats between Tacoma to San 
Pedro and back seasonally. They 
would fish for herring in the Puget 
Sound and Alaska, then travel south 
to fish sardines, using the same purse 
seine net. To fish for salmon, another 
purse seine net with a larger mesh 
would be necessary, and the nets were often as expensive 
as the boat. 

Some of these fishermen ended up staying in San Pedro 
to also fish for tuna, usually on another boat, which again, 
had to use a different mesh purse seine for the larger tuna.  
At the same time, many fishermen from San Pedro might 
seasonally travel to crew on a salmon boat in Tacoma for 
the shorter salmon season in the Puget Sound or in Alaska. 
Scandinavian fishermen were also very numerous and pro-
ductive in Tacoma, and fished alongside the Croatians, but 
they generally did not make the same connection with more 
southern climes.29 

The purse seine boats built by the Dalmatian shipbuild-
ers in Tacoma just prior to WWII were large commercial 
fishing vessels in their time, 65 to 100 feet in length. Besides 
approaching and surpassing 100 ton capacities, they were 
designed to comfortably accommodate a crew of nine to 14 

for fishing trips of over a month’s duration. They were also 
designed to carry on deck, in the stern, the very large and 
expensive purse seine net and the skiff used to make the net 
sets. The net on these vessels averaged 200 to 300 fathoms 
(1,200 to 1,880 feet) in length and 20 to 30 fathoms (120  
to 160 feet) deep.30 

The net and its haul of fish had to be pulled in for brail-
ing into the hold by a sturdy crew working as a team using 
a winch-roller device and a turntable.31 It was not until the 
mid 1950s in San Pedro that Mario Puretic, from the island 
of Brac in Dalmatia, invented the power block and boom to 
help in this hauling process.32

Prior to late 1950s all purse seine nets were made from 
cotton twine. While in port, crews were constantly tanning, 
cleaning, and mending them. By the 1960s most purse seine 
nets were made from Nylon and Dacron, which were lighter, 
more durable, cheaper, and easier to handle.33 These new 

materials made the purse seine fishing of the large tuna more 
feasible, just as the sardines were disappearing. 

Tacoma’s shipyards made innovative adjustments, us-
ing these new technological advancements. They became 
the primary shipbuilder of  large tuna clippers used by San 
Diego’s mainly Portuguese and Italian fishermen, through 
to the 1980s. 

However, by the 1990s, the commercial fishing of tuna 
moved to distant countries. Today, J.M. Martinac Shipbuild-
ing Corp. remains the only thriving shipyard in Tacoma, now 
concentrating on the construction of modern harbor tug 
boats, including contracts with the U S Navy.34

John Martinovich: One of Three 
of the Del Rio Original Owners

John Martinovich had purchased a one third share in the 
DEL RIO shortly after she was built in Tacoma, Washington in 

Del Rio Crew: Paul Petrich Sr. sitting lower left. John Martinovich, sitting 
middle. Frank Mariani may have taken photo. Courtesy Paul Petrich, Jr.



8	 Channel Crossings	 Winter 2011

1935 by the J. M. Martinac Shipbuilding Corp. The DEL RIO 
was built to fish in San Pedro as a purse seiner for sardines 
and tuna. 

Fred Borovich, an investor and major stockholder in the 
shipbuilding company, was listed as the original owner of 
the vessel during its construction.35 Martin Bogdanovich, the 
owner of the French Sardine Company in San Pedro  (later 
to become Star Kist Tuna), through his son Joe Bogdanovich, 
took over financing of the other two-thirds ownership of the 
DEL RIO in 1936. 

Martin was an immigrant from Komiza, and he helped 
Dalmatian fishermen finance many boats delivering fish to his 
cannery. In August of 1937, Paul Petrich and Frank Mariani, 
both of San Pedro and recent immigrants from Komiza, pur-
chased the French Sardine Co. shares in the DEL RIO.36 Paul 
and Frank were on the original 1936 crew of the DEL RIO.

John Martinovich took the DEL RIO straight to San Pedro 
to fish for sardines and tuna. On what may have been the 
DEL RIO’S first long range fishing trip out of that port, John 
and his new crew saved the lives of four fellow fishermen 
who survived a disastrous explosion aboard the purse seiner 
OLYMPIC on February 2, 1936. 

As reported in the Los Angeles Times, February 3, 1936, 
a shipboard explosion totally demolished the OLYMPIC, as 
she fished off Cape San Lucas at the tip of Baja California. 
All seven crew members were hurled into the sea. The DEL 
RIO rescued four and transported them to nearby village of 
San Jose Del Cabo. The DEL RIO returned to the explosion 
site but failed to find additional survivors before dark set in.37

John Martinovich was born 1886, as an Austrian-Hungar-
ian citizen, in the fishing village of Zaton on the mainland 
coastline of Dalmatia. Records of a fraternal benevolent 
union in Fort Bragg, California indicate he had immigrated 
to that town and worked in a saw mill by 1912. He belonged 
to the Croatian Fraternal Union #360 which had about 150 
members, all in the lumber business, and most from Istria 
in the north of Croatia.38 

John is said to have promised his folk people of Zaton 
that he would send his first money saved in America back to 
the Catholic Church priest in Zaton to build a statue in honor 
of Saint Anthony, a patron Saint for the town. Today there is a 
six-foot-tall statue of the saint in the village church vestibule 
said to have been paid for by John Martinovich.39 By 1926 
John had found his way to San Pedro to fish commercially.

In 1926 John married Anna Bezmalinovich in a small 
Croatian Catholic Church in San Francisco. Anna was from 
the Dalmatian isle of Brac, not far offshore from Zaton. She 
had been living in Oakland with her sister’s family and work-
ing in a fruit cannery. 

She met John in San Francisco, maybe when he was 
on a fishing trip from either Fort Bragg or San Pedro. John 
and Anna raised a family in San Pedro and John owned two 
boats there prior to the DEL RIO: the FORT BRAGG and the 
VITALITY. 

Their five children were to be all born in San Pedro; 
Matilda, George, Jean, and twins Irma and Anthony. John 
used his share of the sale of the DEL RIO to invest in the 

restaurant business. He opened up the Starlight Club on 19th 
and Pacific in San Pedro during WWII. It became a popular 
night spot for local San Pedrans and servicemen stationed 
at nearby Fort MacArthur. He sold the Starlight Club shortly 
after the war.40

Frank Mariani: One of Three 
of the Del Rio Original Owners

Frank Mariani was born in Komiza on the island of Vis, 
in 1898, as a citizen of Austria-Hungary. He was sent to San 
Pedro at the age of 15 by his mother, without the knowledge 
of his father, who was out on a long fishing trip. Frank’s 
mother did not want to see him fight for Austria-Hungary 
in the ongoing Balkan Wars, which were soon to erupt into 
World War I. She already had relatives in San Pedro who took 
him in as family. 

Frank fished in San Pedro on many boats. It was cus-
tomary for fishermen to move from one boat to another, 
depending one what type of fish the boat was going after, 
and because of the often sudden and unexpected need for a 
crew member replacement. Frank also earned a reputation 
as a hardworking fisherman who would not stay on a boat 
that had a lousy cook! 

He married Frances Zanetich, who was living in San Pe-
dro, in 1923. She came with her family to America at the age of 
five, from the Dalmatian island of Korcula, only 10 miles from 
Vis. In 1930, Frank was one of nine crew members on the 
purse seiner ADRIATIC, when she sank five miles southwest 
of Santa Barbara Island, one of the eight Channel Islands. 
The entire crew rowed at sea in their skiff for an hour before 
being rescued by the seiner GEORGIA.

Frank continued to fish on many more boats in San Pedro 
after selling his share of the DEL RIO, including every fishing 
season so vital to the war effort during WWII. After the war 
he purchased back his share of the DEL RIO, but sold it to 
Marijan Katnich and his partners in late 1945. 

He then fished many years on the seiner JACKIE SUE, 
which had also been commissioned as a minesweeper dur-
ing the war. Frank worked as a longshoreman when he was 
not out fishing and retired at the age of 65. He and his wife 
raised two daughters in San Pedro, Lucille and Frances. Three 
sons died in infancy.41 

continued in the next issue 
of Channel Crossings

A native of San Pedro, Paul Petrich graduated from San 
Pedro High School, and received his B.A. from San Jose State 
and his M.A. in history from Northern Arizona University.  
He taught history and geography in the Oxnard Union 
High School District from 1964-1999, and coached football 
for high school, community colleges, and teams in Europe. 
Petrich is a volunteer hike leader and whale watch docent 
for the Channel Island Naturalist Corps representing 
the Channel Islands National Park and Channel Islands 
National Marine Sanctuary (near the DEL RIO wreck).
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Museum Bids ‘Fair Winds and 
Following Seas’ to I. Roy Coats
By Marifrances Trivelli
Museum Director

On Monday, November 22, over 
100 relatives and friends gathered at 
the Museum to celebrate the life of 
I. Roy Coats. The memorial service 
took place, appropriately enough, 
in the I. Roy Coats Brass Room. 

The afternoon was filled with 
tributes, laughter, and memories of 
the man whom harbor historian Bill 
Olesen called “the most energetic 
dynamo”. Roy’s personal mission 
of salvaging and displaying nautical 
artifacts enhanced the collections 
of maritime museums and historic 
ships across the United States.

Ivan Roy Coats was born in 

Oskaloosa, Iowa, in 1914, and 
experienced the hardships of the 
Great Depression. Enlisting in the 
US Navy in 1934, Roy was assigned 
to the USS HOUSTON, meeting 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
during one of the Presidential trips 
aboard the cruiser.

After his discharge, Roy worked 
for the California Shipbuilding Cor-

poration (Calship), helping to build 
over 400 vessels for the war effort. 
In 1946, Roy was hired by National 
Metal and Steel, a ship scrapping 
operation located on Terminal 
Island, Los Angeles Harbor. It was 
here that Roy truly found his calling.

As the purchasing agent for 
National Metal, Roy had access to 
hundreds of ships that were headed 
for the scrap yard. With the support 
of his employer, Joseph Shapiro, 
Roy endeavored to save at least one 
item from each ship. 

An “item” of course, could be 
anything from an engine room 
gauge to an entire ship’s mast! The 
Museum’s conference room, known 
as the “I. Roy Coats Brass Room”, 
is one of Roy’s most impressive 

achievements.
To get a sense of what Roy has 

done for the Museum, just picture 
what a visit would be like if Roy had 
not been involved. For example, 
our lobby would not have the beau-
tiful Gladding McBean “Tuna Tile”, 
the Navy Hall would be without 
its flying bridge, there would be 
no cannon on the back deck, and 
of course the second floor would 
be without its amazing conference 
room.  

Now go outdoors to Gibson 
Park and imagine it without the 
bowpeak, mainmast, anchors, and 
bell of the USS LOS ANGELES, the 
propeller of the USS CANBERRA, or 
the gun barrel from the USS NEW 
JERSEY.  Our museum as we know it 
would not exist had it not been for 
the vision, energy, and commitment 
of Roy Coats.  

In lieu of flowers, Roy’s family 
has requested that memorial dona-
tions be made to the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum Foundation, spe-
cifically for the care and enhance-
ment of the Navy Hall exhibits.

Roy Coats seated in the cafeteria 
of National Metal and Steel. The 
room’s unique arrangement of 
ship’s relics would be replicated in 
the Museum’s Brass Room.

Roy Coats relaxing inside the Brass 
Room. The room was renamed in 
his honor in 2006.

Roy as a young enlistee in the US 
Navy, 1934.
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Summer 
Campaign 
2010
“Thank you” to the following 
Museum Members who made 
generous contributions to our 
Summer Fundraising Campaign:
Art Bartlett
Yanny Billing
Norman Booth
Steve Cole
William Collins
Louis Dominguez
Jack and Wendy Duston
Marylyn Ginsburg and Chuck Klaus
Ben Halfon
ILWU Southern California 
   Pensioners Group
Paul Irving and Carla Sedlacek
Dutch and Sue Jordan
Paul H. Keil
Harold Lee
Dolores Matich
Lenz Meylan
Richard and Ana Miller
Daniel Munoz and David Hiovich
Paul and Grace Nielson
Torrance Parker
Irene Perkins
William Roberts
Marie Robinson
John and Ethel Sellars
Jim Templeton
Rona Trainor
Milton Weiner
James and Carolyn Whitt
Charles Zamites

You don’t have to wait for 
the next issue of Channel 

Crossings to find out what’s 
going on at the Maritime 
Museum! Follow us on 
Facebook or sign up to 
receive Twitter updates.

In support of the Museum’s fundraising efforts to build a kid-friendly 
exhibit area, museum supporters Dorothy Matich, Flo Kleinjan and Peggy 
Lindquist (owner of San Pedro’s Corner Store) teamed up to create a 
Sidewalk Chalk Contest.  

For a modest entry fee, budding marine artists of all ages selected a 
section of sidewalk in front of The Corner Store, grabbed some chalk, and 
let their imaginations fly.  The ground rules were simple: the chalk creation 
had to reflect one person’s effort (no helpers), and include some type of 
maritime theme.  

Anthony Scheffler won the coveted first prize: a pizza party at the Corner 
Store! Anthony’s chalk portrait included the Corner Store, the Museum, 
the Korean Bell, and palm trees. Congratulations, Anthony!

Many thanks to Dorothy Matich and Flo Kleinjan for organizing the 
event, judging the entries, and donating prizes, Peggy and Bruce Lindquist, 
for hosting and donating the grand prize, Clean San Pedro for preparing 
the sidewalks prior to the event, and the Point Fermin Lighthouse Society 
and Bungy Hedley for donating additional prizes.

Thanks to Norm Zareski, The San Pedro Retired Elks, and the United 
Radio Amateur Club for their support of our kids’s exhibit fundraisers!

The Corner Store Hosts Maritime 
Museum Sidewalk Chalk Contest

Armed with chalk and imagination, 
the young artists go to work!

The winner: Anthony Scheffler, with 
(left to right) Judge Flo Kleinjan, 
Peggy Lindquist (owner of The 
Corner Store), and Judge Dorothy 
Matich.

Judges Dorothy Matich and Flo 
Kleinjan

Bruce and Peggy Lindquist, owners 
of the Corner Store and Museum 
supporters extraordinaire! 
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Japan Business Association

PATRON
Yvonne Bogdanovich

BENEFACTOR
Jerry and Carol Aspland
William M. Carpenter
Kurt and Dara Golden
Robert A. Santich

SPONSOR
Tony and Winnie Barcott
J. Peter Baumgartner
Kay Bernatt
George Blahnik
Edwin and Maureen Burt
Reid J. Crispino
Franz Dittrich
Bob and Barbara Diyorio
Jack and Wendy Duston
James and Becky Gifford
F. Dennis Hagner
Mark Hurley
Paul Irving and Carla Sedlacek
Leslie Jacobs and Rick Eriksen
Allen and Dorothy Lay
Larry and Jean Lofthus
Peter B.  Marcus
Dolores Matich
Alan and Joann Miyamoto
William Muller
Al and Myrt Perisho
John and Rosie Royal
Sidney Thompson

And Thank You to Those Who Have 
Recently Renewed Their Support...

INDIVIDUAL
Helen E. Bernard
Hakon Engvig
Tormod Engvig
John Holmes
Nancy Ripley
Randy Sison
David Steybe
Randy Sison
David Steybe
Nicholas Young

INDIVIDUAL
Frank Accetta
Yanny Billing
Michael Brainard
Virginia E. Brownell
Stephen Cole
William J. Collins
George Del Gaudio
William Dent
Frank Espinosa
Eugenia Frerichs
Carla R. Gersh
Karen Jenks
Peter Jensen
Robert R. Johns
James Kokalj
Harold Lee
Thomas McClung
Michael Mehler
Noah Franklin Modisett
Dennis Niles
John Nilsen
David Parkinson
Kurt Patt
Tom Penderghast
Gloria Radmilovich
Armando J. Roberto Sr.
William Roberts
Carrie Scoville
Margaret Seeley
Anne Stone
Diane H. Stricker
Jim Templeton
Joseph Ursich

FAMILY
Randy Biddle
Gwen Butterfield and Jim MacLellan
Richard and Arlene Chikami
Doug Dowds and Ana Echeverria 
Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
Robert and Marguerite Gillespie
Richard Gladson and Rachel Fischer
John and Lydia Goode
Philip and Antoinette Paglia Gruskin
Chuck and Anna Hawley
Raymond and Sybil Herbrick
Mary Herzbrun
Jim and Patricia Hill
Martin and Mary Hochman
Andrew Kustich
Anne Laskey
Philip LeVine and Sheri Ross
Sam and Arlene Lollar
Kent and Melissa Lovelady
John and Gladys Mc Naughton
Charles and Frances McClung
Herbert and Henrietta Mosley
Lenz and Lorraine Meylan
Lowell and Dory Parode
Don and Bobbie Pico
Robert H. and Mona Dallas Reddick
Jerry and Anne Rodin
Ardyth Rowell
Joseph and Mary Margaret Rushkowski
John Shadle
Paul Shadle and Brigitte Arden
Robert and Olivette Shannon
Don and Mary Sloper
Richard and Hellen Spear
Harry and Faye Thomas
Kenneth and Barbara Velten
Hjordis Joy Weston and Donovan Weston
John and Beth Whittenbury

Welcome, New Members!
BENEFACTOR
Eugene and Suzanne Valla

SPONSOR
Charmian Antkiewicz
Paula Bills
Glenn and Bea Jaynes

FAMILY
David Boule and Marcia Gimbrone    
Tom and Nancy Budar
Richard and Trudy Hildebrand
Michael Jones and Marilyn Hauck-Jones
Bruce and Peggy Lindquist
Henry and Julie Mellusi
Lloyd and Edith Roberts
David and Linda Rosenbloom
Bill Sperberg, Jr. and Les Sperberg
Kenneth and Carolyn Taylor

“Psst! A 
Museum 

membership 
is a jolly good 

gift for that 
sailor who has 

everything.”  
See back page 

for details.



Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, California 90731

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to 
Channel Crossings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, and a 
10% discount in the Sea Chest Gift Shop and Book Store.

 $25 INDIVIDUAL           $40 FAMILY           $100 SPONSOR
 $500 BENEFACTOR           $1,000 PATRON/CORPORATE*
*Recognition on Donor Board

 New Membership      Membership Renewal
 Gift Membership

	 I am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

	 I would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name 
	 and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/
	 family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

 My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

	 Check enclosed, payable to:
	 Los Angeles Maritime Museum Foundation

Charge my:	  Visa	  MasterCard

________________________________________________
Credit Card Number

________________________________________________
Expiration Date

________________________________________________
Full Name as it Appears on Card

________________________________________________
Signature

 Mr.      Mrs.       Mr. & Mrs.       Ms.       Miss       _________ (other)

______________________________________________________________________________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

______________________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME

______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

______________________________________________________________________________
CITY				    STATE		  ZIP

______________________________________________________________________________
DAYTIME TELEPHONE

______________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS

SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!


