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Los Angeles
Maritime Museum

Channel Crossings
Berth 84

Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, CA 90731

( 310) 548-7618
www.lamaritimemuseum.org

———————
Museum Hours:

Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday 

10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Friday

12:00 noon–5:00 p.m.
(last entry 4:30 p.m.)

Closed Sundays and Mondays
———————

Channel Crossings is published 
four times a year by the Los Ange-
les Maritime Museum. Subscrip-
tions are free to museum mem-
bers. Unless otherwise indicated, 
all content is the property of the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum.

———————
The Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum is a special facility of the 
City of Los Angeles, Department 
of Recreation and Parks, operat-
ing with the financial assistance 
of the Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum Foundation, a 501(c)(3) 
corporation.

———————
The Los Angeles Maritime Mu-
seum creates an awareness and 
appreciation of the maritime his-
tory of coastal California, with an 
emphasis on the contributions of 
the people and institutions of the 
port city of Los Angeles.

Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

2010 is our 30th anniversary 
year. It seems like only a short 
time ago that I dedicated this 
column to news of our 2 5th 
birthday celebration.   Suddenly 
the years have passed, and the 
Museum has entered its fourth 
decade. 

It’s easy to look back on the 
Museum’s origins with nostal-
gia. The reality was, in the late 
1970s, our building was empty, 
its career as a ferry terminal 
ended, and its fate was unclear. 
Thanks to an energetic and 
visionary group of concerned 
citizens, the building was saved 
and (as we enjoy telling our tour 
groups), found a new purpose as the Los Angeles Maritime Museum.  

Once again crowds fill the ramps, not for a 15-minute sail to Terminal 
Island, but for a journey back in time to learn the origins of the busy harbor 
and the men and women who built and inhabited it.

There was certainly no shortage of challenges in launching a new mu-
seum. Today we face some obstacles that are almost as daunting. As we 
all know too well, the city’s budgetary crisis leaves us unable to hire new 
staff or fill vacant positions. Resources that we always assumed would be 
available suddenly are not.  

But we’re a hardy group, and as we continue our progress, our members 
and supporters make the journey possible. We have always counted on you 
but when times are difficult, that support is all the more important.  

As you read this latest issue of Channel Crossings, consider each article 
in terms of how our members have played a role. For example, when the 
tug ANGELS GATE was in need of funds, our members and friends helped 
us fulfill the matching funds and the tug is sailing along.

Many of our long-time members are former officers and crew of the 
USS LOS ANGELES. The Museum receives annual support and donations 
of artifacts from the CA-135 Association, and one of the most recent gifts 
pertaining to our flagship is headlined here. 

Our Foundation Board has done a marvelous job with its first annual 
Casino Night. And through our Foundation members’ support, we are 
able to present new exhibits. When students cannot visit the museum, 
your membership dollars enable us to offer free bus transportation for a 
special field trip.

We communicate with the public using electronic tools unknown to 
us 30 years ago, but our mission of maritime education and preservation 
remains the same. With your help, we will weather the temporary storms 
to find “fair winds and following seas”! 

Thank you for your support!
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You don’t have to wait for the 
next issue of Channel Crossings 
to find out what’s going on at the 
Maritime Museum! Follow us on 
Facebook or sign up to receive 
Twitter updates.

A New Blog for the 
Museum Research Library

Why not offer a blog?
“The Adventures of Maritime History” is a short, 

weekly review of one or more books from the Library, a 
special collection, or periodical of interest. Check each 
week after Wednesday to view the latest blog post! And 
please leave a comment there. Read and comment on 
our blog—“Adventures of Maritime History”—at http://
maritimehistoryadventures.blogspot.com/

View our cataloged books and pamphlets, updated 
continuously, online at http://www.librarything.com/
catalog/LAMMLibrary/. Museum Members can borrow 
books for up to three weeks.

Our website is at http://www.lamaritimemuseum.
org/library.htm. Click on the link “New books and pam-
phlets this month” for our recently acquired material.

Library open hours: Wednesdays, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.; 
other weekdays except Mondays by appointment. Call 
the Library at (310) 548-7618 for an appointment.

A Day at the Museum 
for Island Elementary
School Students

The Museum hosts school groups throughout the 
year. We’ve learned from our ongoing conversations 
with teachers that the lack of bus transportation is the 
number one reason why some classrooms are unable to 
visit. So, each year, the Museum holds its annual open 
house for local teachers. 

While enjoying tours of the Museum and refresh-
ments, the teachers also enter their names for a chance 
to win a school bus! 

This year’s lucky winner was Regan Robsahm, of 
Island Elementary in Wilmington. Mr. Robsahm’s third 
grade class spent the day touring the Museum, and end-
ed the day with a walk to the promenade fountains. 

The bus is funded by Museum members through 
the Los Angeles Maritime Museum Foundation.

Treasures from the Sea Chest…

‘San Pedro: A Pictorial 
History’ is Back in Print!

Since its initial pub-
lication in 1993, Henry 
Silka’s “San Pedro: A 
Pictorial History” has 
been an invaluable 
guide for both history 
buffs and serious stu-
dents alike.  

In recent years, it 
has been harder to find 
copies for sale, but the 
San Pedro Bay Histori-
cal Society has come to 
the rescue, reprinting 
the book including the 
1990s update “Boomtown”.  

Now this handsome hardcover is available in the Sea 
Chest Gift Shop for $41. (Museum members receive a 
10-percent discount.)

This fascinating book is a great gift for newcom-
ers, long-time residents, or anyone interested in the 
history of San Pedro. Supplies are limited, so get your 
copy today!

Volunteer tour guide Micheal Roller prepares the third 
graders from Island Elementary for their Museum 
field trip.
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Thanks for Your Support!
Port of Los Angeles
Family and Friends of Dr. Paul Bower
Port of Los Angeles High School
San Pedro Bay Historical Society
Rick Adams
Anne Atherson Allen
Jerry Aspland
John Betz
Randle Biddle
Yanny Billing
Steve Blount
Norman Booth
Frank Borden
Cheryl Burnett
Lupe Burson
Pat and Marilyn Carney
William Carpenter
Alex Carresi
C. B. Carson
Richard and Arlene Chikami
California Classic Equipment Divers
Joan Columbo
Joseph and Maryan Crispino
Reid and Kat Crispino
James and Lillian Cummings
Warren and Winifred Cutting
Helen Darby
Barbara Davis
William E. Dent
Norman DeWitt
Winona Dickey
Carole and Dave Diestel
Vincent and Carolyn DiLeva
Mitch and Jan Dion
Ken and Barbara Douglas
Douglas Dowds
Jack and Wendy Duston
James Eddy
Olaf Engvig
Frank Espinosa
Lynn Fielding and Bart Rowlett
Robert A. Filter
E. Norman and Suzanne George
Janis Gertsch
Bob and Marguerite Gillespie
Marylyn Ginsburg
Tom Grove
Ben J.  Halfon
John M. Harrison
Brian Harrison
Raymond Herbrick
Charles and Blanche Herring
James and Carol Higgs
Richard and Trudy Hildebrand
Martin and Mary Hochman
Neal Hudson
Paul Irving
John and Susan Kaiser
Paul Keil
The Kelton Foundation
Derek and Mary Ann Kendall
Dale Kind
James Kokalj
Robert A. Kostrenich

Richard and Dena Krown
Andrew Kustich
Don and Nancy Leach
Harold Lee
Dan and Mary Ann LeMay
Philip LeVine
Larry Lofthus
Sam Lollar
Kent Lovelady
David Lyerla
Marine Exchange of Southern California
Tom McClung
Dick McKenna
Julie Mellusi
Gary Newmark, Newmarks Yacht Centre Inc.
Paul Nielsen
Dennis J. Niles
Paul and Jean Nitchman
Edward and Mary Jeanne Olson
Chester Olson
Lorraine Ornelas
Torrance Parker
A.J. and Nancy Parleto
Lowell Parode
Jackson and Edith Pearson
Al and Myrt Perisho
Irene Perkins
The Piotrowski Family
Jim and Bev Pitman
Violet Quist
Bill Rankel
Robert H. and Mona Dallas Reddick
David Reid
Celia Rhodes
William Roberts
Marie A. Robinson
Mary J. Rodriguez
John and Rosie Royal
Joseph and Mary-Margaret Rushkowski
Christine Rybak
Enrico Salvo
Robert A. Santich
Carrie Scoville
Margaret Seeley
Ralph and Lynette Sewell
Paul Shadle and Brigitte Arden 
James Shuttleworth
Don Sloper
Southern California Pensioners Group
SS Lane Victory Amateur Radio Club
Jim Templeton
Scott and Ronne Thompson
Ron and Betty Tobin
United Radio Amateur Club, Inc.
Marie Ursich
Joseph Ursich
Barbara Wallace
Richard Walton
Milt Weiner
Hjorids Joy Weston
Jack Whitmeyer
Richard and Yvetta Williams
Ted and Bonnie Winters, Jr.
Gary and Nancy Young

Tug Angels Gate Returns to Sea!

The last issue of Channel Crossings sent you an S.O.S. 
The Museum tug ANGELS GATE was due for her bi-annual 
trip to the shipyard, but lacked the $30,000 needed to com-
plete the job. 

Thanks to the generosity of our community of friends 
and supporters, together with matching funds from the 
Port of Los Angeles, our goal was not simply met, it was ex-
ceeded! We raised $40,000, enough to cover the visit to the 
shipyard, and the extra funds will be reserved for the tug’s 
future maintenance needs.

Museum members can enjoy ANGELS GATE on monthly 
harbor cruises! Sailing aboard Angels Gate is privilege for 
museum members ages 12 and above.  Call the office to 
reserve your spot! 

You can also view footage of Angels  Gate on the 
internet. Visit http://www.youtube.com, and type “tugboat 
Angels Gate” into the search box.

Angels Gate returns from the Al Larson Boat Shop. Thanks 
to her dedicated crew and captains, the tug continues to give 
harbor tours and act as our floating classroom. Thank you, tug 
volunteers! (Port of Los Angeles photograph)

A February media event 
announced the tug’s return 
to service. Mrs. Thea Bower 
(left) is acknowledged by Los 
Angeles City Councilwoman 
Janice Hahn. Mrs. Bower and 
her husband, the late Dr. Paul 
Bower (a physician and one 
of ANGELS GATE’s volunteer 
engineers), were honored for 
their long-time support of 
the tug. Memorial donations 
from Doc’s family and friends 
were instrumental in meeting 
the fundraising goal. (Port of 
Los Angeles photograph)
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From the Collection… A Piece of 
Naval History is ‘Homeward Bound’
By Marifrances Trivelli, Museum Director

The Navy cruiser USS LOS ANGELES CA-
135 served her country for over 30 years.  For 
almost as long, her memorials have enhanced 
the grounds and exhibits of the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum. Former officers and crew 
have adopted the Museum as the “home port” 
for their artifacts.

One of our most recent donations was from 
the family of Commander Frank Austin Black-
wood. His collection takes us back to the ship’s 
early operations in the Pacific and gives us a 
glimpse into post-World War II Navy life.

The USS LOS ANGELES was launched in 
1944, the third Navy ship named for the city 
of Los Angeles. Financed by bond purchases 
by the residents of Los Angeles, she set out for 
her shakedown cruise out of Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

With all systems running smoothly, the LOS ANGELES sailed in October, 1945 
for the Far East via the U.S. west coast and arrived in Shanghai, China, on January 
3, 1946. During this time, her chief engineer was Commander Frank A. Blackwood.  
His father died while serving in the Army in World War I, and Blackwood was raised 

in Texas by his mother and aunt.  He 
graduated from the US Naval Academy, 
and reported for duty aboard the LOS 
ANGELES in April of 1946. At that time 
the LOS ANGELES was operating with 
the Navy’s Seventh Fleet along the coast 
of China and in the western Pacific to the 
Marianas. Her tour of duty ended when 
she returned to San Francisco, California 
on January 21, 1947.

Among the Navy’s many traditions is 
that of the “homeward bound” pennant. 

It is flown from a ship’s mainmast on the last leg of a voyage lasting nine months 
or more, and the length of the pennant is one foot representing each person (of-
ficer or crew) who has served for at least nine months. Upon arrival in port, the 
pennant is cut into pieces, with the officers receiving the blue stars and the enlisted 
personnel receiving the red striped portion. As an officer, Commander Blackwood 
received his blue star section, and asked a few of his shipmates to autograph it as 
well. Blackwood kept his pennant souvenir throughout his Navy career. He retired 
as a U.S. Navy comptroller in 1960, and passed away in 1996. 

Blackwood’s Naval career had an influence on his eldest daughter, Elizabeth 
Blackwood Bowerman, who served as a commander in the U.S. Navy. In 2009, 
Commander Bowerman donated her father’s pennant star and photographs to 
the Museum. She wrote: “I’m sure Daddy would be happy to know that his piece 
of a pennant found a home in your museum.  He was very proud of his days on 
the USS Los Angeles and would like knowing that he contributed to the honoring 
of her legacy.”

Visitors can learn more about the USS LOS ANGELES when they visit the 
Museum’s Navy Hall. The CA-135 exhibit will be expanded this fall in honor of 
the CA-135 Association’s roundup meeting in October.

ANGELS GATE in the drydock of the 
Al Larson Boat Shop. Routine main-
tenance included bottom scraping and 
painting, and inspecting of hull plates 
and stern tube packing (David Reid 
photograph)

Port of Los Angeles Executive Director 
Geraldine Knatz, Ph.D., shares the 
history of the tug ANGELS GATE. 
Built for World War II service, the tug 
was stationed at the Army Port of 
Embarkation in Wilmington. In her 
postwar years, ANGELS GATE served 
a dual purpose as the Port’s VIP tour 
boat and working harbor tug. In the 
background are students from the 
Port of Los Angeles High School’s Boat 
Operations class, who use the tug as 
their classroom. (Port of Los Angeles 
photograph)

Commander Blackwood’s 
portion of the homeward 
bound pennant, signed 
by his fellow officers in 
January 1947. (Gary Florin 
photograph)
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by Paul Nitchman
USS Saginaw 

USS Saginaw was commissioned on 
January 5, 1860, the first ship built by 
Mare Island Shipyard in Vallejo, Cali-
fornia. Saginaw was a wooden-hulled, 
two-masted brig. She was a transitional 
warship, a side-wheel steamer with 
sails. Saginaw measured 155 feet in 
length with a draft of four feet, six inch-
es and powered by two coal-fired steam 
engines driving two 20-foot diameter 
paddlewheels. Saginaw was armed with 
six muzzle-loading cannons, four 24 lb. 
Howitzers and two 30 lb. Parrott rifles 
(pivot guns). 
Gunboat Diplomacy 

From 1860 to 1863 Saginaw served 
with the East India Squadron, protect-
ing United States interests along the 
coasts of China and Japan. In 1864, 
Saginaw, attached to the Pacific Squad-
ron, operated along the western sea-
board of the United States to prevent 
Confederate activity. She also visited 
Mexican and Central American ports. 
During 1868, Saginaw explored and 
charted the newly acquired territory 
of Alaska.
The Mission

On February 22 , 1870, Saginaw, 
Lieutenant Commander Montgomery 
Sicard commanding, sailed from San 
Francisco to Midway Islands via Hono-
lulu. The Navy dispatched Saginaw to 
be the support ship for 17 civilian div-
ing contractors whose task on Midway 
was to dredge a 175-foot-wide channel 
through the reef to the lagoon where a 
coal depot would be established. After 
six months of working under unfavor-
able weather and sea conditions, the 
contractors failed to dredge a channel 
of the desired width. The project was 
cancelled when the $50,000 in U.S. 
Government appropriations ran out.
Homeward Bound  

Flying the homeward-bound pen-
nant, Saginaw got underway for San 
Francisco, at 1600 on October 28, 1870. 
Capt. Sicard set a course for Ocean 
Island to check for possible castaways 

en route home. Ocean Island (now 
known as Kure Atoll), lies 55 miles to 
the northwest of Midway. The atoll is a 
six-mile diameter coral reef surround-
ing a lagoon with a sand spit (Green 
Island) one mile long by one-half mile 
wide inside. It is the most remote piece 
of land in the Central Pacific and is 
1,380 miles from Honolulu. 
The Wreck

At 0300 the next morning, under 
overcast skies, the foc’sle lookout 
called “breakers ahead.”  The Officer of 
the Deck ordered the topsails clewed 
up, the engines reversed and called for 
“all hands on deck”. The boiler fires 
were banked so steam pressure was low 
and the engines could not be backed. 
At 0322  Saginaw struck the fringing 
reef of Kure Atoll. The hull was holed 
and within minutes, seawater filled 
the forward hold, crews berthing, and 
engine spaces. At 0625 the bow section 
forward of the paddlewheels was car-
ried away and washed up on the reef. 
All hands (14 officers, 52 enlisted, 10 
marines and 17 contractors) assembled 
aft on the hurricane deck to await the 
dawn and an uncertain future.
Find the Key!

Saginaw’s cabin cook was in irons 
for insubordination and the key to the 
lock was lost. Fortunately, a hammer 
and chisel were located and he was 
freed. In the navy, you never want to 
mess with the ship’s cook.  
Situation Grim

At dawn, Capt. Sicard knew that 
ninety-three men marooned on a desert 
island, 1,300 miles from civilization had 
little hope of rescue. The crew were 
hardened and well disciplined. They 
would need to be “iron men in wooden 
ships” if they were to survive.  
Salvage

An all hands working party began 
salvaging provisions from the after 
hold. The crew formed a line and ev-
erything of value was moved over the 
reef to the ships boats in the lagoon for 
transfer to the island. The salvage effort 
went on for many days.

Camp Saginaw 
Camp Saginaw was established 

on Green Island. The island is only 20 
feet above sea level and is covered with 
low growing shrubs and inhabited by 
thousands of brown albatross (gooney 
birds), monk seals and rats. The crew 
was organized into messes and watches 
as aboard ship. Under these conditions, 
military discipline was the norm, and 
the marines were there to maintain 
good order and discipline.
Necessities of Life 

Water on the island was scarce. 
Fortunately, a small boiler was sal-
vaged and the chief engineer set up a 
distilling rig. With the only waterproof 
match in camp, he was able to start a 
fire and provide a constant supply of 
fresh water. 

Food was also a big problem. 
Saginaw’s food provisions were stored 
in canvas bags. They had been soaked 
with seawater and had to be dried out 
and re-bagged. Estimating that their 
provisions would last four months, 
all hands went on quarter rations. 
To supplement their rations, gooney 
birds and monk seals were added to 
their diet. 

Tents were made from wood, sails 
and awnings that had been salvaged 
from the wreck. The stores tent was 
raised and inverted pie tins were used 
as rat guards. A 24-hour watch was set 
up with orders to scare the rats, not kill 
them, as they might be a food source 
later on. The crew also lacked many 
familiar comforts: family, rum, tobacco, 
female companionship, a chaplain or 
the YMCA. 
Rescue Plan 

It was apparent that a timely rescue 
of the stranded crew was unlikely. Their 
only hope was to outfit the captain’s gig 
for a 1,700 mile, 25-day voyage to the 
Hawaiian Islands to seek help. The gig 
was a 30-foot whaleboat, not a proper 
sailboat, lacking a keel. Construction 
began to rebuild the gig which was 
raised on the sides by eight inches, 
decked over and two masts and sails 

The Saga of USS Saginaw Gig; 
a Tale of Iron Men in Wooden Ships
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installed. In addition, four hatches 
with waterproof covers were cut into 
the deck to provide access for rowing. 
One of the crew would handle the 
tiller from the cockpit hatch with the 
hatch cover secured around his waist. 
The others would hunker down below 
decks with only 36 inches of headroom 
clearance. The gig was provisioned 
with the equivalent of 35 days at one-
half rations. The rations consisted of 
hardtack, dried potatoes, beans, grits, 
tinned meat and casks of water. Rudi-
mentary navigational aids, including a 
hand-made sextant, chronometer, com-
pass and log line were put on board. 

Lieutenant John G. Talbot, the 
executive officer, and four others vol-
unteered for this undertaking. They 
included Coxswain William Halford, 
Quartermaster Peter Francis, Seamen 
John Andrews and James Muir. It was 
important to the chain of command that 
Andrews and Muir, civilian contractors, 
enlist as seamen for a period of 30 days, 
the estimated duration of the voyage. 
The remainder of the crew had begun 
construction of a 40-foot schooner, 
built of salvaged wood from the wreck, 
in case the gig’s voyage failed.
The Gig’s Odyssey	

On November 18, 1870, after 2 1 
days on Kure, the crew mustered on 
the beach and carried the gig to the 
water. The captain read prayers. The 
five volunteers boarded the gig and set 
sail to cheers from their 88 shipmates. 
Only Halford knew what problems they 
might encounter. In 1867 Halford, a 
merchant seaman at the time, had been 
shipwrecked twice and spent several 
days in an open boat each time before 
he was rescued. 

Talbot’s intention was to sail north-
east to 32 degrees north until the West-
erlies were encountered. He would 
then run before the wind until he 
reached the longitude of Oahu, turn 
southward and encounter the north-
east trade winds. 

All went well until day three. A tin 
of spoiled beans was opened. The men, 
nearly starving, ignored the smell and 
ate the beans. This resulted in vomit-
ing, dysentery, and general weakening 
for all except Halford. He ate very little 
of the beans, preferring dried potatoes 
smeared with sperm oil to maintain his 

strength. 
On day five, they encountered the 

first of three gale force storms with 
40-mile-per-hour winds and 18-foot 
seas. When the gig was in danger of 
broaching, she was hove-to with the 
sails drawn in and bow headed into the 
storm with the sea anchor out. During 
one storm, a huge swell washed over 
the gig and water seeped through the 
deck seams and extinguished the flames 
of the lamp and cooking apparatus. 

On day 25, their meager food sup-
ply gave out completely. On the evening 
of day 26 a Booby (sea bird) lit on the 
deck. Halford grasped the bird, wrung 
its neck, plucked it, and cut it into five 
pieces. The men ate the bird raw.  

At dawn on day 28, several flying 
fish landed on deck and were eaten raw 
while still wiggling. At sunup, Halford 
sighted Kaula Rock, 23 miles southwest 
of Ni’ihau island, meaning that they 
were 65 miles off course. The Trade 
Winds, which had been in their favor, 
were now against them. Talbot reversed 
course towards Kaua’i. 

On the evening of day 30, Decem-
ber 18, the gig was in heavy squalls 
off Hanalei Bay on the north coast of 
Kaua’i. Talbot decided not to run the 
reef until dawn. After a 1,700-mile voy-
age, the men, more dead than alive, 
with a safe harbor in sight, had to en-
dure one more night at sea.
Capsized

At about 0200 the next morning, 
the gig had drifted about five miles 
and was in the breakers on the reef at 
Kalihikai, (present day Anini Beach). 
All except Muir were on deck as a huge 
wave capsized the gig. Andrews and 
Francis were swept away and drowned. 
Halford caught his hand in the rigging 
and managed to stay with the gig. 

Talbot tried to climb on the boat’s 
bilge, lost his grip and was swept away 
when another wave righted the gig. The 
gig was now inside the reef about one-
quarter mile from shore. In an effort 
to save his waning strength, Halford 
shed his shoes and clothing. The gig, 
holed and sinking, drifted ashore and 
grounded in shallow water.	

Muir had suffered head injuries 
after being tossed around inside the 
gig. He was disorientated and raving. 
Halford helped Muir ashore where 

they both collapsed. Halford awoke 
at sunup and Muir had disappeared. 
Halford set out to find help and came 
upon a group of natives. One of them, 
Peter Nowleins, fed and clothed him. 
Mrs. Julia Bindt tended to Halford’s 
cuts and bruises.

They set out on horseback for Ha-
nalei to notify Sheriff Samuel Wilcox 
of the wreck. Sheriff Wilcox returned 
to the beach with the coroner. By 
that time, Muir’s body was found and 
Talbot’s body had come ashore. Talbot 
and Muir’s bodies were taken to Ha-
nalei where a burial service was held. 
Andrews’ body came ashore the next 
day and was buried near where it was 
found.  Francis’ body, with $200 in gold 
on his person, was never recovered. 
The sheriff arrested and jailed a local 
man caught wearing Talbot’s coat. 

The next day, December 20, Hal-
ford negotiated with Captain Dudoit 
of the schooner Waiola to take him to 
Honolulu. They arrived on December 
24. Halford gave his disposition and 
important dispatches salvaged from 
the gig to the United States Represen-
tative to the Sandwich Islands, Henry 
A. Peirce.  Peirce sent a report to San 
Francisco on the next ship. News of the 
wreck made front-page headlines in the 
New York Times on January 14, 1871.
Rescue

The schooner Kona Packet, Captain 
James A. King, was provisioned and 
sailed for Kure on December 24. King 
Kameameha V of the Sandwich Islands 
(Hawaii) dispatched the royal steamer 
Kilauea, Captain Thomas Long, on 
December 25.

At 1530 on January 4, 1871, the 
lookout at Camp Saginaw sighted a 
wisp of smoke on the horizon. The 
Kilauea had arrived and rescue was at 
hand after 68 days on Kure. Capt. Long, 
for safety, stood Kilauea two miles off 
the reef. Kilauea took the 88 survivors 
aboard and returned to Honolulu on 
January 14. The Kona Packet arrived 
at Kure on January 5, but was not 
needed. 

The survivors sailed for San Fran-
cisco on January 2 8 aboard Moses 
Taylor and arrived there on February 
8. A Court of Inquiry, held aboard USS 
Saranac from February 9 to 11, cleared 

continued on next page
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Captain Sicard of any wrongdoing in losing his ship. In 
today’s navy, he would have been relieved of his command, 
frozen in grade and encouraged to retire.
Epilogue

Andrews and Muir were later reburied in O’ahu Cemetery 
in Honolulu. Lt. Talbot’s remains were buried in his home-
town of Danville, Kentucky. Three of Saginaw’s officers from 
the last cruise attained flag rank (Rear Admiral): Lieutenant 
Commander Sicard, Ensigns Garst and Cogswell. Coxswain 
Halford, promoted to assistant gunner, received the Medal 
of Honor in 1872 for his heroism. He retired from the navy 
in 1903 as a chief gunner and died in 1919. He was buried 
in Mare Island Cemetery, Vallejo, California.  

Paymaster George H. Read published the definitive ac-
count “The Last Cruise of the Saginaw” (1912), from a diary 
he kept while on Kure. Assistant Engineer James Butter-
worth’s obituary states; “From the effects of the exposure 
on Ocean Island Mr. Butterworth never fully recovered.” He 
died in 1891 at age 51.

The gig is presently on display at the Castle Museum in 
Saginaw, Michigan. The U.S. Navy named ships after Talbot, 
USS Talbot (TB-15), Sicard, USS Sicard (DD-346) and Halford, 
USS Halford (DD-480). 
Fast Forward

In August of 2003 a National Oceanic Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) team of marine archaeologists, led by 
Hans Van Tilburg, went to Kure as part of a reconnaissance 
of the Northwest Hawaiian Islands. The divers conducted a 
non-invasive partial survey of the site. They discovered many 
metal artifacts thought to be from Saginaw. Diving at Kure 
is always dangerous as the reef lies exposed to open ocean 
swells and strong prevailing winds.

In July of 2006, a NOAA research team again returned 
and did extensive mapping of the entire wreck site, locat-
ing cannons, ship’s bell, sounding lead, paddle wheel shaft, 
boiler faceplates, steam oscillating engine cylinder and a pair 
of spare anchors. A positive identification determined that 
the artifacts discovered were from Saginaw. 

On Aug 12, 2 008, 138 years after the wreck, a NOAA 
team recovered two significant artifacts from the sea floor, 
Saginaw’s bell and a deep-sea sounding lead. They were sent 
to California State University in Chico, California for conser-
vation. Conservation was completed in November 2009.  As 
of February 5, 2010 both artifacts are now part of an exhibit 
“Lost on a Reef “at the NOAA Mokupapapa Discovery Center 
in Hilo, HI.
Research sources:
Report of the Secretary of the Navy, 1871-1872
Court of Inquiry Records, Case #4631 1871, 
	 NARA Archives (transcription)
Deck Log USS Saginaw 1870-1871,
	 National Archives Record Group 24, Washington, DC
The Last Cruise of the Saginaw, George H. Read, 
	 Comdr. USN (ret), Houghton Mifflin Company 1912
The Wreck of the Saginaw (William Halford Interview), 

	 J. M. Lydgate, 10 Aug 1914, Oakland, CA
Sea Fights and Shipwrecks, the Cruise of the Saginaw, 
	 Hanson W. Baldwin, Hanover House 1955 
Bishop Museum, Honolulu, HI
Hawaii State Archives, Honolulu, HI
Hawaii State Library System, Honolulu and Lihue, HI
Kaua’i Historical Society, Lihue, Hi
O’ahu Cemetery, Honolulu, HI
Palos Verdes Library, Palos Verdes, CA
Los Angeles Maritime Museum Library, San Pedro, CA
Newspapers (1870-71): NY Times, Honolulu Advertiser, 
	 The Friend, The Advocate (Danville, KY) 
Research assistance:  
Hans Van Tilburg, Kelly Gleason (NOAA, Honolulu, HI) 
Marylou Bradley, Rhea Palma, Liberta Albao, Randy Wichman 
	 (Kauai Historical Society)  
Marifrances Trivelli, Liz Ruth 
	 (Los Angeles Maritime Museum)
Jean, Steve, Sandy, Sherry, Gary, Jacquie (family)
Sandy Schwan, (Castle Museum, Saginaw, MI)
Georgia Fox (Cal State Chico, Chico, CA)
Jeff Marger (BlueJacket Shipcrafters Inc.)
William Crozier Jr.
Mahalo Nui Loa (Thank you very much)

Paul Nitchman, of Torrance California, is an amateur naval 
historian who is completing work on a dictionary of 1,400 
biographies of namesakes of US Navy ships. The dictionary 
links three Navy men to Kaua’I and SAGINAW, and inspired 
his research. Nitchman’s interest in Naval History started 
with his service in the US Naval Reserve from 1954-1962. 
From 1961-1962 QM2 Nitchman served on active duty on 
the USS VAMMEN (DE-644) in the Far East, Hawaii, Midway, 
Philippines, and Vietnam. He is also a volunteer crew 
member of the tug ANGELS GATE. Nitchman presented his 
research to a standing-room only crowd at the Museum 
last November.

Museum members enjoyed viewing the collection of 
SAGINAW-related books, photographs, and postcards that 
Nitchman assembled to complement his presentation.

USS Saginaw Gig
continued from page 7
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“Who could’ve known that anyone at all (besides us) 
would ever follow the story of this well-used troopship 
and the souls who rode it to war, and home. Our 
scribbles and doodles were left certainly to mark our 
passing, our existence, and with the knowledge that 
when it turned around and headed home that even if 
we never made the return trip, our mark would.”

—Al Sebaka, Helicopter Pilot 
and Walker Troop Passenger

In 1997 the General Nelson M. Walker was a for-
gotten troopship in Virginia’s “Ghost Fleet.” Despite 
her rusted exterior, the ship’s lower levels contained 
thousands of historical artifacts from the 1960s, includ-
ing graffiti inscribed by soldiers and Marines going to 
Vietnam. The ship was a time capsule.

Marking Time: Voyage to Vietnam is the national 
touring exhibit, featuring artifacts from the troopship 
General Nelson M. Walker. It is presented by Art Bel-
trone, Curator of the Vietnam Graffiti project.

Museum members will be invited to a special pre-
sentation by Mr. Beltrone the evening of May 25. For 
more information on the exhibit and the story of the 
WALKER, visit http://www.vietnamgraffiti.com

‘Marking Time: 
Voyage to Vietnam’ 
Opens on May 25

Casino Night 
Fundraiser
By Reid Crispino, President
Los Angeles Maritime Museum Foundation

Hello! I hope everyone had a good time at the First 
Annual Casino Night Fundraiser, put on by the Los An-
geles Maritime Museum Foundation on April 17.

From the compliments I received, everybody rec-
ommended that we make this an annual event. Casino 
Night was a total success and everybody appeared to 
have a good time. I know I did.

I want to congratulate the Casino Night Fundraising 
Committee for its hard work and effort in preparing this 
event and the San Pedro Fish Market for its hospitality 
and working with us to make everyone’s evening an 
enjoyable one.

Most of all I want to thank you, the members, and 
our business sponsors for your support of the Founda-
tion. It is this support that provides the needed funds 
so that the Museum can support its educational activi-
ties.

We hope you all had a great time and pass the word 
along so next year’s event can be even better. Thank 
you again and see you next year.



10	 Channel Crossings	 Spring 2010

Welcome, 
New 

Members!
SPONSOR
Kenneth J. Chang
Glenn and Bea Jaynes

Family
Dina Dini
John and Barbara Dye
Gary and Kathy Gregory
DJ and Noelle Higgenbottom
Rebecca Johns and Ed Riley
Lee and Donna Melody
David Middleton and Kathy Hudgins
Brian Whelan and Family

Individual
Dennis Niles
Paul Petrich Jr.
Stephanie Quinones
Nancy Ripley
Randy Sison
David Steybe
Nicholas Young

Special Thanks to our Donors and Sponsors
Rich Development
Green Hills Memorial Park
Ocean Wind International, Inc.
Freeman, Freeman, & Smiley, LLP
Yvonne Bogdanovich
Torrance Parker
Foreign Trade Association
Ports America (Marine Terminal)
Maleta Family
San Pedro Fish Market and the Amalfitano family
Spirit Cruises
Bo’s Cigar Lounge

Casino Night
Fundraiser

Photos of Casino Night are available online at www.
mvpactionpix.com, click on “galleries”. A portion of all 
photo sales will be donated to the Foundation.

Casino Night Fundraising Committee
Daniel Benoit	 	 Yvonne Bogdanovich
Gale Kadota	 	 Kat Crispino
Kathy Liles	 	 Robert S. Crowder
Sally Davies	 	 Susie Davenport
Rosemarie Wintjen
Master of Ceremonies: Bob Henry
Photographer: Vince Pirozzi

Did You Know...
that admission is FREE EVERY 
SATURDAY THIS YEAR, in 
celebration of the Museum’s 
30th birthday? What a great 
way to introduce your friends 
and family to the Maritime 
Museum!
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PATRON
Southern California 
   Pensioners Group

BENEFACTOR
Norman T. Booth, Jr.
William M. Carpenter
Kurt and Dara Golden

Sponsor
Ara and Ellen Avak
Tony and Winnie Barcott
Hal Barstow
J. Peter Baumgartner
Adam and Angela Birkenbach
Thea Bower
Vincent and Carolyn DiLeva
Franz Dittrich
Bob and Barbara Diyorio
Douglas Epperhart
Robert and Windy Farrell
Michael and Mary Jung Galindo
E. Norman and Suzanne George
Derek and Mary Ann Kendall
Dale Kind
Chuck and Marylyn Klaus
Yasuhiko and Cleo Komorita
Bunny L. Kussman
Larry and Jean Lofthus
David and Lynne Lyerla
Robert S. Martin, Jr.
Ralph and Louise Medina
William and Sarah Muller
Torrance and Tina Parker
Glenn and Darlene Peasley
Al and Myrt Perisho
Peter Philips
John and Ethel Sellars
Jack and Midge Trost
Barbara Wallace
Laura Weber
David Weinstein and Nancy Fuller
Marilyn J. Whelan
Jane M. Wright
Gary and Nancy Young

Family
Arthur and Irene M. Almeida
George and Susan Bell
Robert and Carol Benner
Frank and Raquel Borden
Pat and Marilyn Carney
Anthony DiTucci

Louis and Suzanne Dominguez
Kirk and Brooke Felmor
Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
Lillian Gleason Garrison
Brian and Noreen Harrison
Patricia E. Hartle
Charles and Blanche Herring
Herman and Mary Herzbrun
Martin and Mary Hochman
Stanford and Patricia Holden
Robert and Carol Hopper
Paul and Charleen Husebye
Emily Iacono & Family
Joseph and Betty Katzer
Eugene and Joyce Koehler
Annie Laskey
Donald and Nancy Leach
Sam and Arlene Lollar
Kent and Melissa Lovelady
Steven L. Mandel
Richard and Ana Miller
Alan and Joann Miyamoto
Robert L. and Marilyn 
	 Amundson-Mohle
Paul and Jean Nitchman
John and Janice Olsen
Andrew and Nancy Parleto
Jackson and Edie Pearson
Dolores and Cheryl Peskoff
Violet Quist
Bill Rankel
Don H. and Patricia A. Ready-Grout
David Reid and Patricia Ing
Richard and Gail Reiser
Charles J. Rennie, III 
	 and Teresa K. Nakashima
Ardyth Rowell
Joseph and Mary Margaret 
	 Rushkowski
Val J. and Sheri-Marie Schnabl
Robert and Wanda Schramm
Ralph and Lyn Sewell
June Burlingame Smith
Les and Christine Strong
Sidney Thompson
Dale and Sylvia Thompson
Ronald and Betty Tobin
Tony and Pat Trutanich
Kenneth Velten
James and Carolyn Whitt
John and Beth Whittenbury
Jean L. Wilder and Michael Wilder
Richard and Yvetta Williams

Ted and Bonnie Winters
Robert A. Yassin

Individual
Frank Accetta
Rick Adams
Anne Atcherson Allen
Norma Amstutz
John Ara
Jane C. Bartik
Arthur R. Bartlett
Gilbert Bechtol
Don Benedict
Yanny Billing
Donald J. Blain
Steve Blount
Virginia E. Brownell
Gwen Butterfield
Bill Catlett
Mark Clemente
Lonnie Cope
Richard Corian
George Del Gaudio
William Dent
Norman A. DeWitt
Ronald J. Ellis
Olaf Engvig
Frank Espinosa
Robert Filter
Roy Galli
Howard Gentry
Linda Golden
James Gonzalez
Lyman Halbin
Ben Halfon
John Harrison
Charles Heil
Milton Heyne
Mark Hurley
Donald D. Iverson
Peter Jensen
Paul H. Keil
James D. Kennedy

Robert Kostrenich
Stephen Lawson
Harold Lee
Jacques Linder
John Linder
Frances Lucido
Joseph A. Martin
Elaine McAteer
Thomas McClung
Caroline Medan
Homer Meek
Gwendolyn Metzger
Norma Munger
Daniel T. Muñoz
Amy Myers
John Nilsen
Mike O’Connell
Edward S. Olson
Richard E. Paramore
Dana T. Parker
David Parkinson
Kurt Patt
Lloyd J. Patterson
Irene C. Perkins
Orris Reese
G. Richard Reinhardt
Nancy H. Richardson
Marie A. Robinson
John Rockwood
Mary Rodriguez
Christine Rybak
Reidar Schopp
Robert Schwemmer
James Shuttleworth
Anthony Skirlick
Anne Stone
Doug Wallace
Richard Albert Walton
Milton Weiner
Phil Wentz
Jack Whitmeyer
Charles Zamites

And Thank You to Those Who Have 
Recently Renewed Their Support...

Did You Know?
... that you can keep up with Museum news in-between 
issues of Channel Crossings? Just send an e-mail to 

info@lamaritimemuseum.org with your 
name and the word “subscribe in the subject 
line. You’ll receive regular Museum updates 
to keep you up-to-date! Subscribe today!



Los Angeles Maritime Museum
Berth 84, Foot of Sixth Street
San Pedro, California 90731

Help us preserve our maritime past for the education and enjoyment of future generations. Museum members receive: free subscription to 
Channel Crossings, invitations to special events, a ride on the historic Angels Gate tug, borrowing privileges in the Museum Library, and a 
10% discount in the Sea Chest Gift Shop and Book Store.

 $25 INDIVIDUAL           $40 FAMILY           $100 SPONSOR
 $500 BENEFACTOR           $1,000 PATRON/CORPORATE*
*Recognition on Donor Board

 New Membership      Membership Renewal
 Gift Membership

	 I am interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact me.

	 I would like to purchase a gift membership. I have enclosed the name 
	 and address of my friend/family member. Please send a letter to my friend/
	 family member announcing my gift and send me an acknowledgment letter.

 My company will match my gift. A completed form is enclosed.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

	 Check enclosed, payable to:
	 Los Angeles Maritime Museum Foundation

Charge my:	  Visa	  MasterCard

________________________________________________
Credit Card Number

________________________________________________
Expiration Date

________________________________________________
Full Name as it Appears on Card

________________________________________________
Signature

 Mr.      Mrs.       Mr. & Mrs.       Ms.       Miss       _________ (other)

______________________________________________________________________________
NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

______________________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE OR ADDITIONAL NAME

______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

______________________________________________________________________________
CITY				    STATE		  ZIP

______________________________________________________________________________
DAYTIME TELEPHONE

______________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS

Support the Maritime Museum Today!


