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Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

We’ve just finished a successful but very 
busy spring: school is out, the Legos have 
been put away, and Fleet Week is behind 
us. But there is no time to relax, because a 
major new exhibit project is quickly taking 
shape. As you enter the museum, to your 
right and along the ramp and you will notice an array of black 
and white photographs mounted on plywood. This display, con-
ceived as a timeline of port history, has been in place since the 
museum opened over four decades ago. By today’s standards, 
it has become outdated. Now, we have the opportunity to up-
date this experience using the latest technology alongside rare 
artifacts from the collection. Major themes highlighting the 
physical (man-made) changes to the port’s geography, mari-
time industries, the military, and labor will provide visitors 
a unique introduction to the Port of Los Angeles. Each area of 
the exhibit will include a touchscreen offering in-depth infor-
mation to accompany the artifacts and graphics.  Visitors can 
choose which themes to explore in depth. Our ability to update 
the touchscreens as the years progress will keep the presenta-
tion fresh and relevant. In the coming weeks, we will begin 
transforming the space by removing the black-and-white pho-
tos and prepping the walls. The next time you are in the harbor 
area, feel free to stop in and check on our progress. The Friends 
of the LA Maritime Museum is in the midst of a fundraising 
campaign in support of the exhibit: be sure to read Kristina’s 
column below and learn how you can help! As always, thank 
you for supporting the museum and we hope to see you soon!

Channel
	 Crossings

President’s Message
By Kristina Bowden, 
President Friends of the 
Los Angeles Maritime Musuem

Dear Members and Friends,
I’m pleased to announce that thanks to 

your generosity, we are halfway to our ramp 
exhibit funding goal, and every contribution, large or small, 
makes a meaningful difference. We’re currently working with 
Split Rock Studios to finalize the exhibit renderings and look 
forward to sharing them with you very soon. These designs will 
bring to life the extraordinary story of the Port of Los Angeles 
and the people who shaped its legacy. Whether you’ve made 
a donation, shared our mission with a friend, or simply of-
fered words of encouragement—we sincerely thank you. If you 
haven’t yet had a chance to give, there’s still time to help us 
reach the finish line. And if a monetary donation isn’t possible, 
we invite you to support us by spreading the word within your 
community. You can give online at www.lamaritimemuseum.
org/donate, or mail a check to Friends of the Los Angeles Mari-
time Museum, Berth 84, San Pedro CA 90731.  Gifts are tax-
deductible to the full extent permitted by law. Together, we’re 
preserving the past and building a vibrant future for maritime 
history in Los Angeles.
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K6AA President Steve Mandich (K6NT) explains the fea-
tures of the new Hamclock software.

What’s New in 
the Radio Room?

On the second floor of the museum, around the corner 
from the Angels Gate Lighthouse lens exhibit, is ama-
teur radio station K6AA. This is not is not a commercial 
radio station (for example, it does not broadcast music 
or sports), but is a space for radio operators to communi-
cate with people around the world without the use of the 
internet or phone. The operators use special frequencies 
(radio waves) to broadcast. Ham radio is especially im-
portant in disaster situations when phone lines and cell 
towers are down. 

Although the internet is not required to communicate 
via amateur radio, it can enhance the experience by pro-
viding information to assist the operators when they 
seek to contact other stations. 

Recently, K6AA President Steve Mandich introduced 
the use of a “Hamclock”   HamClock is an application 
providing operators with real-time information on condi-
tions affecting radio frequencies. These include solar con-
ditions, weather, and the “K-Index” which is the amount 
of static or noise on the radio waves. 

Hamclock also provides locations of temporary radio 
stations in remote areas, known as DX or “DExpedition”. 
Thanks to this new technology , K6AA operators are able 
to contact more stations, as well as focus their efforts on 
broadcasting to the stations experiencing strong frequen-
cies.

Thank you, Steve, for this new enhancement to the 
club!

To learn more about amateur radio and K6AA, visit 
www.k6aa.org

Angels Gate Update
By Paul Nitchman

The Angels Gate was the museum tugboat from 1992-
2024. Angels Gate was built by Decatur Iron Works in 
Alabama in 1944 for the US Army as  ST (small tug) 695.

The Port of Los Angeles (City of Los Angeles Harbor 
Department) purchased the tug in 1947 for use in the 
harbor as well as a VIP tour boat.  In 1992, Angels Gate 
“retired” from port operations and was  transferred to the 
Department of Recreation and Parks.  

While berthed at the museum, Angels Gate was 
maintained and operated by an all-volunteer crew and 
a licensed volunteer captain. Each month, Angels Gate 
would tour the Los Angeles and Long Beach harbors. 
Due to its small size, the tug could offer a close-up look 
at harbor activities.

In recent years, maintenance costs have become pro-
hibitively expensive, and there are very few remaining 
crew members with the skills required to maintain this 
type of vessel.

In late 2024, the Department of Recreation and Parks 
sold Angels Gate to a new owner. While we are sad to see 
the tug go, we are pleased to know the new owner plans 
to maintain and operate the tug, and that its long career 
will continue.

Many of us will fondly remember our volunteer years 
with Angels Gate tug and appreciate the support of Mari-
frances Trivelli, Director of LAMM.

Paul Nitchman has been a volunteer crew member for 
over 20 years and has served as tour narrator, quarter-
master, and relief helmsman.  He is also a board member 
of the Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum.



4	 Channel Crossings	 Summer 2025

By Derek Spinei, Museum Archivist
A great way to investigate LAMM’s archival holdings is the 

new Finding Aids page in the Research section of our website 
(www.lamaritimemuseum.org/research/finding-aids). Find-
ing aids are tools that help you understand and locate mate-
rials in an archive. They include a summary of what is in the 
collection, how it’s organized, and important details about 
the items, making it easier to find specific information. 

These detailed guides are designed to assist scholars, stu-
dents, and maritime enthusiasts navigate our unique manu-
script and photographic collections. Each finding aid PDF 
provides a comprehensive overview of a collection’s scope, 
content, and historical context, making it easier than ever to 
prepare for a research visit—or to determine whether digital 
resources will meet your needs.

Subject areas include shipyards, personal papers of mili-
tary personnel, world travel documentation, ship plans and 
technical drawings, commercial diving, and the fishing and 
canning industry. Highlights include the Torrance R. Parker 
Collection on Commercial Diving and the Fellows and Stew-
art, Inc. Papers. 

The Parker Collection provides an extraordinary view into 
the evolution of diving technology and practice. Parker was a 
renowned diver and author, meticulously documenting both 
the technical and human aspects of deep sea diving. His col-
lection includes rare manuals, business and personal corre-
spondence, diving logs, and more than 300 library volumes—
many of which are out of print or unavailable elsewhere.

Fellows and Stewart traces the legacy of a prominent Los 
Angeles-based boatbuilding firm. This collection includes an 
impressive array of ship plans, design drawings, and photo-
graphs from the early to mid-20th century. It offers essen-
tial information for anyone interested in naval architecture, 
West Coast maritime industries, or military vessel design.

We invite all researchers, genealogists, historians and curi-
ous minds to explore these significant new additions. Wheth-
er you’re writing a book, conducting academic research, or 
simply diving into maritime history for the love of it—there’s 
something to be uncovered.

But this is just the beginning! We are actively processing 
additional collections, and new finding aids will continue to continued on next page

FA.2002.3353.209a- 1940s menu from Hollywood tiki 
bar Don the Beachcomber (Dwight Long Collection). 
One of the earliest tiki-themed bars, it helped popu-
larize the craze and the rum based cocktails that be-
came its staple. Don the Beachcomber later became a 
national chain.

FA.2015.2944.0690- A tender 
fitting a helmet on a hard hat 
diver, ca. 1947 (Torrance R. 
Parker Collection). Parker oper-
ated a commercial diving com-
pany and school in Wilmington. FA.1999.3054.158- “Waves in Boots, The Story of 

Wave Recruit Training” (Elizabeth Cloes Collection). 
Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service 
was a branch of the Naval Reserve during World War 
II. Cloes was a Lieutenant Commander.

Explore 
Our 
Archival 
Collections!

be added over time. If you’re interested in our ar-
chives—or think you might be in the future—we en-
courage you to bookmark the page and check back 
regularly.

If you or your family happen to have historical pho-
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On a rainy April morning, 500 guests dove into piles of 
Legos strewn on the museum floors. It was the 8th annual 
Lego Shipbuilding Contest! 

This year’s event was sponsored 
by a Port of Los Angeles com-
munity investment grant, which 
provided funding to enlarge the 
contest space and create an ad-
ditional “sensory” area for very 
young visitors and those who pre-
ferred a quieter atmosphere. 

Many thanks to the museum 
staff, volunteers Vicky Temblador 
and Gina Mandich, the K6AA op-
erators, judges, and students from 
the West High (Torrance) Califor-
nia Scholarship Federation. To 
join the mailing list and receive 
a “save the date” alert for 2026, 
email info@lamaritimemuseum.
org or call 310-548-7618.

Archival Collections continued

FA.1999.2914.033- Speedboat race, including SILVER 
SPRAY, MISS ELSINORE and BONNIE LASS, ca. 
1930 (Emil Aarup Collection). Aarup designed and built 
many types of wooden boats from pleasure yachts to rac-
ing boats.

FA.2006.3544.089- 24’ Aircraft Personnel Craft in Los 
Angeles Harbor, 1943 (Matthew J. Walsh Collection). 
These Navy boats were produced on Terminal Island by 
Garbutt-Walsh, Inc. during World War II. 

tographs, documents, or maritime-
related materials that you think 
belong in the museum, we’d love to 
hear from you. 

Our collection has grown thanks to 
generous donations from community 
members, and we’re always open to 
discussing possible additions to help 

tell the story of Southern Califor-
nia’s maritime heritage.

To inquire about a research ap-
pointment or to discuss a potential 
donation, please contact Derek Spi-
nei at spinei@lamaritimemuseum.
org or 310-548-7618, ext. 215.

We’re proud to help preserve the 

rich maritime history of Los Angeles 
Harbor—and with your interest and 
support, the number of stories we 
can tell will continue to grow.
Note: a small number of the finding 
aids were previously available on the 
Online Archive of California (OAC), 
and remain available on that site.

Contestants made maximum use of the floor space.

A life-size Lego sailor 
welcomed guests.

Lego Shipbuilding Contest

continued on next page
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Congratulations to the Winners!
Age 3-5
1st: Wayne (Spiderman Aircraft Carrier)
2nd: Kian (Kian’s Pirate Boaty)
3rd: Kai (Submarine)
Age 6-8
1st: Dexter (Police Boat 901)
2nd: Camila (CamiSpeed Boat)
3rd: Ayden (Buchi)
Age 9-13
1st: Elijah (S.S. Party Boat)
2nd: Calder (Kaiser Wilhelm II)
3rd: Shane (Tuggy the Tugboat)
Honorable Mention: Mario (Battleship)
Age 14 and older
1st: Jon (The White Lamb)
2nd: Jason (The Blue Viking)

Lego shipbuilding is a family event, as evidenced 
by this mother/daughter team.

The rain did not deter the builders.

Volunteers from West High kept 
the kit models in shipshape.

A young builder proudly poses with his 
Lego creation.

A Port of Los Angeles grant supplied more Legos and floor mats, expanding 
the contest space.

Thousands of bricks provide lots of 
inspiration.
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‘Thank You’ to New and Renewing Members
Thank you to everyone who recently joined or renewed their membership in the Friends of the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum!
Patron
Robert and Dawn Henry

Benefactor
Frank and Mary Jane Anderson

Sponsor
John and Esther Brunac
Gwen Butterfield and Jim MacLellan
Joseph Chartier
Edna Bay and Thomas Galbraith
Howard and Marilyn Gentry
Marie Dwight
Michael Galindo
Julie and Kenny Huerta
Alexia and Mark Itzigsohn
Erik Jones
Richard Lindsey
Susanne Miller
Don and Bobbie Pico
Dennis Piotrowski
James Davis and Lisa Waldbaum

Family
Kempton and Isabel Baldridge
Grace, Lizzie, and Frances Baldridge
Martin Cox and Thomas Bedoe
Anthony and Julie DiTucci
Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
John Miller Family
John A. Olsen Family
Janet Stevens
Kurt Weideman and Sue Golden

Individual
Dr. James Brust
Jo Ann Cope
Philip R. Levine
Charlene “C.J.” Nord
Nicholas Young

Special Donations
Edna Bay and Thomas Gabraith
Janis Gertsch in Memory of Ron Tobin
Supply Chains for Good

Corporate Support
Corps Classics

What’s New in the Sea 
Chest Museum Shop

The Sea Chest Museum Shop is the place to find un-
usual nautical gifts and custom items not available in 
big box stores.

Thanks to the generosity of Corps Classics of Atascade-
ro California, the Sea Chest now carries custom ball caps 
embroidered with either the museum’s name and signal 
flags, or an image of the Naval Cruiser USS Los Angeles 
CA-135.    These caps are only found at the Sea Chest and 
supplies are limited. 

The caps are $39.95 plus tax, and members receive a 
10% discount.

Remember: all proceeds from store sales directly sup-
port the museum, so when you shop, you also support!

Special Thanks to the following:

Summer Story Time 
at the Museum
July 16 and 
August 13 at 
10:30 a.m.
Join librarians from 
the LA Public Library 
for a maritime-themed 
Story Time!
Free. No registration 
required.
Children must be 
accompanied by an 
adult.
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