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a 501(c)(3) corporation.
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Director’s Message

By Marifrances Trivelli

Making Connections
Greetings!

In the first newsletter of each year, I
normally provide updates on museum
happenings and the impact our sup-
porters have made. This issue, instead
of simply announcing that visitation
numbers are up, (they are!) or print-
ing copies of positive online reviews,
(we have many!) I will share a brief
story that sums it all up.

As most of you may know, the mu-
seum building was constructed as a ferry terminal in the
1940s, linking San Pedro to Terminal Island. Today, the island
is mostly an industrial site, but 80 years ago, it was a much
more vibrant place. Terminal Island was home to shipyards,
canneries, Naval and Coast Guard bases, and a population of
approximately 3,000 Japanese Americans, most of whom were
working in the fishing industry. In a time when most people
did not own a car, the ferry was the primary connection to the
mainland.

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, the West Coast Japanese
were looked upon with suspicion. President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s’ Executive Order 9066 meant the Japanese of Termi-
nal Island were forcibly evacuated and most were sent to the
Manzanar internment camp. Their now-abandoned village was
quickly bulldozed to accommodate a growing military presence
on Terminal Island.

But the history of the Terminal Islanders community did not
end there. In the 1970s, a group of former residents and their
descendants founded the Terminal Islanders Club, maintain-
ing ties through community events to make sure their stories
were not forgotten.

Recognizing the importance of the Terminal Islanders, and
the fact that their history is usually not taught in schools, the
museum produced the exhibit Taminaru: A Day in the Life of
a Japanese American Fishing Village. Since its 2018 opening,
the exhibit has drawn visitors from as far away as Wakayama,
Japan. The museum’s collections have grown with subsequent
donations of Terminal Islander artifacts.

Recently, teachers from the Torrance Unified School Dis-
trict contacted us with a special request. Their 9th grade eth-
nic studies class focuses on Japanese American Internment.
Would it be possible to set up a special field trip?

The result was a day which began at the Terminal Island-
ers monument, where club members met the students and in-
troduced them to the monument. Next, everyone headed over
to the museum for a tour of the exhibit. After the tour, the
teachers distributed a written assignment based on the exhibit
themes.

Here is where it all comes together: one of the students was
struggling and in need of guidance. Instead of turning to his

phone, or asking a classmate for help, he looked around and
continued on next page
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Mrs. Alice Nagano, a member of the Terminal Island com-
munity, helps a North High student with his assignment
while visiting the museum. In the background are Ter-
minal Islanders Club board members Terry Hara (Presi-
dent), Donna Cottrell (Vice President) and Paul Boyea.

spotted Mrs. Alice Nagano, a member of the original Ter-
minal Island Community. Mrs. Nagano, friendly and a
wealth of knowledge, was happy to assist.

In an historic building that holds so much significance
for the Terminal Islanders, a young student can learn
history first-hand from one of its residents. This priceless
educational experience could only happen here at the Los
Angeles Maritime Museum.

We are grateful to the Terminal Islanders for time and
dedication, and to you, our members, for your support,
which helps us build new exhibits to educate future gen-
erations.

See you at the museum!

The Los Angeles Maritime Museum provides free educa-
tional field trips year-round. Tours are customized by age
group, for students Pre-K through college. In cooperation
with the Port of Los Angeles, schools may enjoy a free har-
bor tour before or after their field trip. Reservations are
required for both the boat tours and the museum visit.
Call (310) 548-2900 for details, or visit https:/ /www.la-
maritimemuseum.org [ visit / school-tours/

President’s Message

By Kristina Bowden
President, Friends of the Los
Angeles Maritime Musuem

Dear Members and Friends,
Happy New Year!

As we welcome 2025, I am
thrilled to share the exciting prog-
ress we have made on the Los An-
geles Maritime Museum’s Timeline
Project. This ambitious initiative
will tell the story of our region’s rich maritime history in
an engaging and visually dynamic way, bringing to life
the milestones that shaped our port and its communities.

Since our last update, we’ve reached a major milestone:
we've signed a contract with Split Rock Studios, a leader
in museum exhibit design, and will be holding our kickoff
meeting this month. This is the first step in transforming
our vision into reality, and we look forward to sharing
renderings of the project with you as soon as they are
available.

Our fundraising goal for the Timeline Project is
$226,000, and I am proud to report that we have already
raised $108,675.00 thanks to the generosity of our sup-
porters. Your contributions are what make this project
possible, and I extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone
who has donated. If you would like to support the proj-
ect, you may mail a check made out to the Friends of
the L.A. Maritime Museum, and mail it to Berth 84, San
Pedro CA 90731. To donate online, visit www.lamari-
timemuseum.orgl/donate/make-a-financial-gift. All
donations are tax deductible to the full extent permitted
by law.

As we move forward, there are many ways to support
the museum and the Timeline Project. Whether through
financial contributions or simply sharing our mission
with others, your involvement is invaluable. Together,
we can ensure that the history of our port remains vi-
brant and accessible for generations to come.

Thank you for being part of our museum family. I wish
you all a year filled with health, happiness, and maritime
adventures!

(Sponsor level and above)

Did You Know...

that as a member of the Friends
of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

you can enjoy free admission at
more than 80 maritime museums?
See the back page for details!
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Canterbury Residents Visit
the LA Maritime Museum

The museum recently began a partnership with Canterbury Senior
Living in Rancho Palos Verdes, California as part of the “Creative
Living” program. The program gives residents the opportunity to ex-
perience local cultural institutions and enjoy special access to spaces
which are usually off the tour path. Last November, residents visited
the museum where they received a special welcome presentation and
the opportunity to view artifacts not normally on exhibit.

Larry Sault and his wife, Diane, explored the Navy Hall and dis-
covered the recreation of the flying bridge of the US Navy cruiser Los
Angeles (CA-135). Coincidentally, Larry served on Los Angeles and
had fond memories of his time on the bridge. While visitors are not
normally allowed to enter the exhibit, the staff arranged for Larry
and Diane to stand on the bridge and hold the wheel. It was a memo-
rable afternoon for everyone, and we look forward to welcoming Can-
terbury residents again soon!

Larry and Diane Sault on the fly-
ing bridge of USS Los Angeles.

Warren Hall enjoys the early
fishing boat engine on display.

3 -
Residents learn the history of the I. Roy Coats Brass Room with Reg-
istrar Lucy Ruggirello and Director Marifrances Trivelli.

From Ship to Chip:
Digitizing Memories
and Helping
Researchers

Sail Ahead

By Derek Spinei, Archivist

2024 kept us busy in the Research Library.
In addition to cataloging collections and pro-
cessing donations of new material, we helped
many people who had interesting research
questions.

We fielded inquiries about Liberty ships,
the battleship USS Mississippi’s (BB-41)
1924 turret explosion, Harbor View Cem-
etery, the circumnavigator Harry Pidgeon,
and old streetcars in San Pedro. We provided
assistance to the American Victory Ship and
Museum, the Institute of the American Musi-
cal, and several students, authors and family
historians.

If you are curious you can always delve into
the museum’s online collections at lamari-
timemuseum.pastperfectonline.com. Hereare
some of the newly digitized and searchable
collections you will find there.

The Jeffrey Smithson Collection relates to
the submarine USS Los Angeles (SSN-688)
on which he served in the 1980s. In addition
to a trove of slice-of-life photos, Smithson
also donated artifacts which are displayed in
the submarine exhibit in the Navy Hall.

The Anderson J. Crabb Collection features
the ship captain’s photos, including the sink-
ing of the Los Angeles Steamship Company
passenger ships Harvard off Point Arguello
and City of Honolulu in Honolulu Harbor,
and from his time aboard Max C. Fleis-
chmann’s motor yacht Haida.

The Wallin Collection documents Vice Ad-
miral Homer N. Wallin’s career and family.
He is best remembered for leading efforts
to salvage ships sunk during the attack on
Pearl Harbor.

The Joseph P. Ursich Collection covers the
local fishing industry from the 1940s through
the 1980s. It is a valuable source of informa-
tion about purse seining, the Fishermen’s Fi-
esta, and life aboard a fishing boat, especially
the Capt. Anton Misetich and Apollo.

As always, don’t hesitate to reach out if
you have a research question or material you
would like to donate: spinei@lamaritimemu-
seum.org.
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Top: Crew members aboard the sub-
marine USS LOS ANGELES (SSN-
688), 1987

Center, left: Homer N. Wallin enjoy-
ing some cat time

Botton, left: Last Wallin family out-
ing before all non-essential family
members were ordered out of Hawaii
in January 1942. Homer stayed be-
hind while his family moved to Port-
land, Oregon.

Center, right: Crewmen portaging a
small boat on a steep slope, ca. 1930,
Anderson J. Crabb Collection

Bottom, right: Officer trying to scare
away pelicans from the yacht HAI-
DA’s motor launch, Anderson J.
Crabb Collection
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Preserving the Past for theFuture

By Guadalupe Pena, Curator

Right now one of my priorities is collection manage-
ment. As a curator, my responsibilities include caring for
the artifacts in the museum, preserving, interpreting,
and ensuring that each item in the collection can contrib-
ute to a greater understanding of the maritime industry.

We are creating detailed records for each item in the
collection, including descriptions, provenance, condi-
tion, and other relevant details. Ensuring the physical
or digital preservation of items through proper storage,
handling, and restoration practices. Collection manage-
ment is not just about the physical objects themselves,
but about the stories and connections they embody. Accu-
rate and detailed records ensure that future curators, re-
searchers, or the public can understand the provenance
and context of each piece.

Proper documentation also ensures that the collec-
tion can be tracked, maintained, and made accessible in
a transparent manner. This allows the museum to cu-
rate exhibitions, write publications, and create online
resources that interpret the objects and connects them
to our visitors.

That is why we are, unfortunately, unable to take in

Fishermen’s fiesta flag. c. 1960

Planer made
of wood and
metal; used
by Harry
Pidgeon
during one
of his sails
around the
world with
the yawl
Islander.

c. 1925.

Original watercolor illustrated in National Geographic
by Arthur Beaumont of parachuting Army troops. 1942.

every donation offered. The museum’s collections and ex-
hibits focus upon the history of the Port of Los Angeles.
In order to be consistent with this focus, and due to con-
straints in storage and available display spaces, we only
consider accepting items that pertain to the history of the
Port of Los Angeles.

When the museum accepts an artifact, it does so with
the intention to store and care for that item in perpetu-
ity. In addition to determining an artifact’s relevance to
the museum’s focus, we must take into account the costs
of long-term storage preservation and display.

Artifact storage is a critical aspect of collection man-
agement, focused on ensuring the safety, preservation,
and longevity of objects in a museum, archive, or collec-
tion. Proper storage practices are essential for prevent-
ing damage from environmental factors, handling, and
the passage of time. Effective storage methods safeguard
the integrity of artifacts while maintaining their acces-
sibility for future use, research, and exhibition.

If you have an artifact or library materials to donate,
visit https:/www.lamaritimemuseum.org/donate/donate
-artifacts-or-library-materials/
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‘Thank You’ to New and Renewing Members

Thank you to everyone who recently joined or renewed their membership in the Friends of the Los Angeles

Maritime Museum!

Patron
Terry and Gayle Hara
Rene and George LePage

David Weinstein and Nancy Fuller

Sponsor
Char Arno
John and Esther Brunac

James Davis and Lisa Waldbaum

Vince and Caroline DiLeva

Louis and Suzanne Dominguez

Doug Epperhart
Michael Johnson
Nancy Nakani Kwong
Phillip Kwong
Tiffany Kwong

Derek Kwong

Sheldon and Cristina Levinson
Prof. and Mrs. Nicholas Lovrich

Steve and Gina Mandich
Cyndy Read Parker
James Tejani

Ronne Thompson

Family

George and Susan Bell

Eugene and Kristine Brancolini
Raymond Wells and Anne Asher

Individual
Roger Bell
Donna Cottrell
Amy Myers
Carol Rugnetta
Carolyn Whitt

Special Donations

David Weinstein and Nancy Fuller

Michael Johnson

ILWU Local 94

Sheldon and Cristina Levinson

USS Mullany Reunion Group

Rene Le Page, in Memory and Honor of Michael Yasuo
LePage

Cyndy Read Parker

Special thanks to everyone who donated in response to the
fundraising letter in support of the Timeline Exhibit Project:

Frank and Mary Jane Anderson

Jerry and Carol Aspland

Yvonne Bogdanovich Family*
David Boule and Marcia Gimbrone

Kristina and Scott Bowden*
John and Esther Brunac
Scotty and Tom Butler
Vincent and Carolyn DiLeva
Franz Dittrich

Jan Espinosa

Dianne Flowers

Capt. and Mrs. E. Norman George

James Gifford*

Robert Grossman

Robert and Dawn Henry*
Ray and Sybil Herbrick
Martin and Mary Hochman
Robert Hopper

Special Thanks to the following:

LA

THE PORT

OF LOS ANGELES

TAHOE
MARITIME
FOUNDATION

Gentry Howard

Linda and Jim Howat

Ironwood RV Storage *
Nicholas and Katherine Lovrich

Anthony Martinovich

Dolores Matich

Mike McClung

Thomas McClung

Mike Mehler Read the

Joann and Alan Miyamoto President's

Paul Nielsen Message on page 3
Paul and Jean Nitchman and find out how
Paul Petrich you can help

Don and Bobbie Pico make the Timeline
Ralph and Imelda Preciado Exhibit a Reality.
Bill Rankel Thank you for
John Rockwood your support!

Val Schnabl

Theresa and Dean Spinei

Christine Upton

Col John Whitworth

Gary and Nancy Young

Ed Zajkowski

John Zuanich

*Community Builder Partnership Level
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SUPPORT THE MARITIME MUSEUM TODAY!

[] $40........... INDIVIDUAL 1 samission [] Gift Membership. | wish to purchase a gift membership for:
D f"sﬂgl;';t;;;l};;;::sﬁﬂll;:;ﬂ for household membears Name
[]$100......... SPONSOR

All Family leval banaifils + reciprocal passas to obher Address

Wovrth AMGrican Manime museums: amual sail on
fughoat Angals Gate (schedwe permitting)

[] $500......... BENEFACTOR City, State, Zip
Al Sponsor level banaflls + four for 4 willh musewn Direchior
1,000...... PATRON oy ;
D Er_rs,mnsw Jeu'gf benafits + b?r.‘m:r—me—smnes fowr RECIPIEﬂt Ema”
Wik mussum Dirscior for 10 (inckides refreshments) D Your recipient will receive a letter and welcome packet announcing your gift.
[] $5,000......CHAMPION
Al Patron benelits + one fiee muSelm mentid per yedar A" Mem berships ]n{:lude:
. issi f i |
[] New Membership Admission to the museum (number of guests determined by level)

: Discounts in Sea Chest Gift Shop
[] Membership Renewal ) Research Library borrowing privileges
[] My company will match my gift. Inivitations to special events

(Please enclose a Matching Gift Form) Free subscription to museum newsletter, Channel Crossings

OMr. OMrs. OMr &Mrs. OMs. O Enclosed is my tax-deductible membership.
0 Make check payable to:

Name {Pisase Print) Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum

Additional Narne [Farnily leved and above) Cha rge my:

Address Ovisa [OMastercard ] American Express [ Discover

City State Zip Credit Card Mumber

Dinytima Tibaphona Expiration Dt CSC coda

Ermail Addres
=M dress
' = Full name as il appears on the cand

THANK YOU!

The Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Musenm Signature
i= a non-profit, tax-exempt organization, ) . . R
All contributions are tax deductible ta the full extent of the law. Pay online at www. lamaritimemuseum.org/donate/make-a-financial-gift/
Tax |.D. #95-3685416 For more information visit www.lamaritimemuseum.org

or call (310) 548-Te18



