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Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli

At first glance, this issue of Chan-
nel Crossings presents an interesting 
mixture of activities—a book signing 
to publicize a new scholarly work, a 
special children’s program designed 
for children too young to read, a new 
exhibit, a new library collection, and 
an offsite community event. You may 
wonder what all of these have in com-
mon, and the answer is: they each are 
directly related to the museum’s mis-
sion, and each is designed to reach a 
particular audience.

For author James Tejani, the Port of Los Angeles has always 
been a source of fascination and his new book—A Machine to 
Move Ocean and Earth—informs readers why the harbor is not 
just a local phenomenon, but a center of international trade.  
It is a scholarly yet very engaging work that will be of great 
value to students, researchers, and anyone interested in har-
bor history. On the opposite end of the spectrum, our youngest 
visitors to our children’s area are enjoying a fun introduction 
to sea stories, courtesy of the Los Angeles Public Library. Story 
Time at the museum will be what we hope is the first of many 
visits.

And we are always mindful that our visitor base is increas-
ingly younger, and most of them are too young to have any 
memories of “the ferry building”. That is where our new exhib-
it, Ferry Tale Ending, comes in. During your next visit, be sure 
to take a look at the photos, documents, and artifacts remind-
ing us of our building’s original use and how cross-channel 
transportation has changed over the past 80 years.

The museum’s photograph and archival collections continue 
to grow, as we recently received a donation from the family of 
an African-American mariner who was also an amateur pho-
tographer. Our online portal allows us to share our collections 
such as this with anyone with an internet connection, thus in-
creasing our educational reach.   

You can learn about the collections in person as well as on 
line. We hope you will have time to attend the Archives Bazaar 
on October 19 at the USC Doheny library. You can meet our 
archivist and curator, learn more about the museum’s collec-
tions, and discover other fascinating archival holdings in our 
area.

All of these events are a great opportunity to remind every-
one that we are about to begin our next major exhibition: an 
interactive timeline of port history. We will showcase our ar-
tifact and photograph collections, but will also use interactive 
touch-screens so that the presentation remains fresh and can 
be easily updated to include current events.  The Friends of the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum’s President, Kristina Bowden, 
provides more details in her column, and we’ll be reporting our 
progress in the next newsletter.

Thank you for your support during this exciting and busy 
time! See you at the Museum!

Channel
	 Crossings
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President’s Message
By Kristina Bowden
Dear Members and Friends, 

With great excitement, I intro-
duce myself as the new president 
of the Friends of the Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum: the muse-
um’s nonprofit support group. My 
name is Kristina Bowden, and I 
am honored to step into this role, 
bringing with me a deep passion 
for maritime education and a vi-
sion for the future of our cherished institution. 

With over 20 years of experience in the maritime and 
longshore industry, I have the privilege of working across 
various facets, including waterfront operations, safety, 
and education. 

In addition to my professional work, I am also an au-
thor, having penned and published a children’s rhyming 
picture book that introduces young readers to the water-
front world. My personal life is equally fulfilling. I’m a 
devoted wife and mother, and my family shares an en-
thusiasm for the maritime world.

As I step into this new role, I am thrilled to announce 
the launch of a significant new initiative at the museum: 
the “TimeLine Project.” This ambitious endeavor, which 
we are currently raising funds for, aims to design and 
build an interactive 125-foot timeline of port history. 

The timeline, a key addition to our museum, will run 
along the pedestrian ramp connecting the first and sec-
ond floors, and will trace the history of the harbor, from 
indigenous people to our current supply chain and ter-
minal automation. It will feature multiple touch screens, 
inviting visitors to select aspects of port history that are 
of the greatest interest to them, with text in both English 
and Spanish. 

To bring this project to life, we need to raise $200,000. 
Our goal is to finish the TimeLine Project by the fall of 
2025. This project represents a vital step forward in en-
hancing our exhibits and enriching the visitor experi-
ence. We are almost hallway to this fundraising goal, but 
your financial support is crucial in making this vision a 
reality. 

I aim to continue the museum’s tradition of excellence 
while exploring new opportunities for growth and en-
gagement. I am particularly enthusiastic about expand-
ing our educational initiatives and increasing our out-
reach efforts to connect with a broader audience. 

Collectively with the Board, I look forward to support-
ing the museum’s dedicated staff, volunteers, and sup-
porters in building on its success and charting a course 
toward a vibrant future. Your support and enthusiasm 
are vital to our mission. 

I am excited about the journey ahead and look forward 
to your continued support as we embark on this exciting 
and successful path together!

New Exhibit 
Recalls Historic 
Ferry Service
By Guadalupe Pena, Curator

The San Pedro Chamber of Commerce had been advo-
cating for a municipal ferry service since 1909. Per the 
annexation pledge between San Pedro and Los Angeles 
a municipal ferry between San Pedro and Terminal Is-
land was to be established and operated for a nominal 
fare. However, due to a dispute between the City of Los 
Angeles and the Harbor Department about who was re-
sponsible for fulfilling the promise, nothing was done for 
decades.  

It was not until 1941 that there was a celebration for 
the inauguration of the service. The Los Angeles Mari-
time Museum is housed in one of the original ferry ter-
minals. The sister terminal was across the Main Chan-
nel at Berth 234. August 8, 1941 the City of Los Angeles 
celebrated Ferry Day, in honor of the inauguration for 
the ISLANDER. 

Learn about the history of the ISLANDER, which fer-
ried riders across the channel between San Pedro and 
Terminal Island from 1941 to 1963. See artifacts from 
the ferry, historic photos, and a custom-built model of 
the ISLANDER.

Ticket 
commemorating 
the inauguration 
of the Municipal 
Ferry Service 
from San Pedro 
to Terminal 
Island, 1941 
(Museum 
Collection) 
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By Derek Spinei, Archivist
This summer, the Research Library gratefully accept-

ed multiple donations from the Sharp Family, document-
ing their father’s life and work as a merchant seaman on 
Matson Line and American President Lines ships from 
the 1940s through the 1980s. 

William T. Sharp was born in Mississippi in 1920 and 
later made his home in Wilmington and Carson. He 
earned credentials from the Seafarers Harry Lundeberg 
School of Seamanship and served as a steward on such 
recognizable ships as the LURLINE, MARIPOSA and 
MONTEREY. Furthermore, he was an active member of 
the Marine Cooks & Stewards Union and Seafarers In-
ternational Union.

The William T. Sharp Collection includes photo prints 
and slides, cookbooks, menus, documents related to 
Sharp’s career, and personal effects such as a smoking 
pipe and camera. His photography chronicles his time at 
sea, spanning Alaska to Australia to the galley, captur-

New Library Collection Offers Insights into 
African American Maritime Experience

ing life and routines aboard a ship in the mid-20th cen-
tury. We glimpse other crew members, performers, pas-
sengers, culinary creations, postcard sunsets, and ports 
across the Pacific. 

Of added importance is the addition of diverse voices 
and perspectives to the Museum’s collection, increasing 
the types of stories we are able to tell. African Americans 
are just one of the underrepresented groups of people 
whose histories the Museum is actively gathering. We 
are committed to continuing to seek out and encourage 
donations of material that allow us to paint of more com-
plete picture of the maritime history of Los Angeles.

As always, the Sharp Collection and all the Museum’s 
archival collections are available to view in the Research 
Library by appointment. Contact Derek Spinei at spin-
ei@lamaritimemuseum.org, (310) 548-7618, ext. 215, or 
by filling out the contact form at lamaritimemuseum.org/
contact.

As a goodwill gesture, the crew of the Matson Line ship 
Mariposa participated in a “Toys for Tots” event in Pago 
Pago, American Samoa.William T. Sharp enjoying time off in Honolulu.

On March 16, 1962, after unsuccessful negotiations with 
the Pacific Maritime Association for increased pay and 
benefits, the Sailors Union of the Pacific, the Marine Fire-
men’s Union, and the Marine Cooks and Stewards went 
on strike. As a unionized steward, Sharp joined the walk-
out. The strike disrupted shipments of vital supplies to 
Hawaii, causing Governor William F. Quinn to declare 
a state of emergency. On April 11, 1962, President John 
F. Kennedy invoked the emergency provisions of the Taft-
Hartley Act, resulting in a court injunction ordering strik-
ing mariners to return to work.
Sharp received this clearance card as proof of his par-
ticipation in the strike, and as verification that his record 
was clear of violations.



Autumn 2024	 Channel Crossings	 5

Upper left: stern of a tugboat in Alaskan waters;
Upper right: crane at Cockatoo Island Dockyard in Sydney, Aus-
tralia;
Middle left: unidentified person climbing a coconut tree, circa 
1965;
Middle right: unidentified pleasure craft decorated with palm 
fronds;
Lower left: Whangarei-based tugboat Waitangi in a New Zealand 
harbor, October 1970;
Lower right: pilot boat in rough seas.
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It is 
Time 
for 
Maritime 
Story 
Time!

Port History Explored at 
October 12 Book Signing

A Machine to Move Ocean and Earth: the Making of the Port of Los Angeles—
And America is the latest work by Professor James Tejani of California Polytech-
nic State University, San Luis Obispo. This well-researched and engaging histo-

ry of the Port of Los Angeles chronicles how 
a shallow mudflat developed into one of the 
world’s leading ports, providing insights into 
the lives of the men and women who shaped 
(and were shaped by) its history.   

Professor Tejani, who grew up at San Pe-
dro Bay and earned his Ph.D. from Colum-
bia University, has had a long fascination 
with Port history, and his enthusiasm for his 
topic is evident. A Machine to Move Ocean 
and Earth is a welcome and much-needed re-
source for scholars as well as anyone with an 
interest in maritime and economic history.

The Los Angeles Maritime Museum is proud to host Professor Tejani at a book 
signing on Saturday, October 12 at 1:00 p.m. in the Museum’s Brass Room. The 
presentation is free, but seating is limited. The hardcover book will be available at 
the Sea Chest Museum Shop for $35 (members receive a 10% discount)

Photos: Los Angeles Public Library

The San Pedro branch of the Los Angeles Public 
Library is undergoing renovations, and is closed 
to the public until early December. But their 
popular story time program will continue—at the 
Maritime Museum!

Children and their caregivers are invited to en-
joy the story times at the Museum, September 25 
and October 23 at 10:30 a.m. Hear stories inspired 
by the sea, learn new songs, and explore the mu-
seum! The program is free. 

Special thanks to the Los Angeles Public Li-
brary, the City of Los Angeles Department of Rec-
reation and Parks, and the Friends of the Los An-
geles Maritime Museum.
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‘Thank You’ to All New and Renewing Members
Patron
Yas Komorita

Benefactor
Marie Ammer
Jerry and Carol Aspland
Cheryl and Scott Doty
Dr. Charles J. Rennie III and 

Dr. Teresa K. Nakashinma

Sponsor
Edna Bay
Yvonne Bogdanovich
The Cole Family
Mark and Marlene Davis
Michael Galindo
James Gifford
Raymond and Sybil Herbrick
Alexia Itzigsohn
Thomas and Annie Laskey
Nicholas and Katherine Lovrich
Elaine McAteer
Ralph and Louise Medina
Edith Pearson

Family
Donna Cottrell and Midori Sanchez
James Davis and Lisa Waldbaum
Anthony and Julie DiTucci
Joe and Anne Doktorczyk
Olaf and Mona Engvig
Jerry and Lorraine Gaines
Philip R. Levine and Sheri E. Ross
Sam and Arlene Lollar
Ron Mack
Joe and Martha McKinzie
Benjamin Merritt
Diane Petrich Flowers 

and Clyde Flowers
The Reiser Family
Carrie Scoville
Francis X. Segura
Susan Segura
Madeline Segura
Bill and Pat Sperberg
John and Carmela Zuanich

Individual
Diane Bertlesen
Jo Ann Cope
Peter Jensen
Terry Kesinger
John Linder
Sandra Lindsey
Thomas McClung
David Reid
Nicholas Young

Special Donations
Edna Bay
Jo Ann Cope
Jerry and Carol Aspland

The Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum is pleased to 
announce grant funding from the following organizations for 
the Timeline Ramp Project:

Tahoe Maritime Foundation—
Providing Support to Maritime Activities, History, 
and Education

Port of Los Angeles Community Investment Grant Program—
Supporting programs and projects that benefit surrounding 
harbor communities and promote the goals of the Los Angeles 
Harbor Department

Do you enjoy discovering librar-
ies and  rare archives? Did you 
know that Los Angeles is home to 
thousands of special collections on 
almost every topic? Learn more at 
the Annual Archives Bazaar on 
Saturday, October 19 at 10:00 a.m. 
at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia’s Doheny Memorial Library. 

The Maritime Museum will be 
represented, along with librar-
ians, curators, and archivists from 
across the state who promote and 
share Los Angeles’ cultural heri-
tage. And you’ll find some great 
swag as well! 

More information at: https://
laassubject.org/

Photo: hssc.org

Archive Bazaar is October 19

Did You 
Know... 
that as a member of the Friends 
of the LA Maritime Museum 
(Sponsor level 
and above) you 
can enjoy free 
admission at 
more than 
80 maritime 
museums? 
See the 
back page 
for details! 
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