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Director’s Message
By Marifrances Trivelli
Greetings!  

Our featured temporary exhibit—
Arthur Beaumont: Art of the Sea—is 
not to be missed! If you have not al-
ready visited, please be sure to stop 
by the museum before the exhibit 
closes on June 9. 

Arthur Beaumont enjoyed the title 
of “Official Navy Artist”, but his ar-
tistic output was much broader than 
the name implies. Scenes of Califor-
nia missions, ranching, and nature 
all complement the dramatic views of 
Navy ships and formal portraits.

While perhaps best known for his watercolors, Beaumont’s 
work included oil painting, sketching, and pen and ink draw-
ings. The variety of media and subject matter provide some-
thing for everyone, and that inspired me to realize that the 
same is true of this museum.

Do you enjoy maritime history and want to learn more about 
the history of the harbor? Come see the exhibits! Are you inter-
ested in the U.S. Navy and want to know more about its role in 
Los Angeles Harbor? We have that here as well. Do you want 
a “deeper dive” and pursue a specific research interest?  Visit 
the museum library! 

Do you enjoy historic photographs? Visit our website and 
browse through over 11,000 images, with more added each 
week. Or do you simply want to relax outside and view busy 
ship traffic passing by? You can find that here as well. 

And if you enjoy the museum and want to make sure it will 
thrive well into the future, then please become a member and 
encourage your friends to join! There is truly something for 
everyone to enjoy.

Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum enjoy an im-
pressive haul of benefits, but did you know that members at 
the Sponsor level and above can also enjoy reciprocal admis-
sion at maritime museums across the country?

Through the Museum’s affiliation with the Council of Ameri-
can Maritime Museums, all Sponsor Level ($100) members and 
above can enjoy reciprocal admission at any CAMM member 
museum, including several here in Southern California. Find 
the complete list at wwww.councilofamericanmaritimemuse-

ums.org. Not a member 
yet? Fill out the form on 
the back page and start 
enjoying your benefits! 
See you at the museum!

Channel
	 Crossings

San Pedro purse seine 
fishermen with their 
nets, July 1949 (Frank 
A. Iacono Collection, 
Los Angeles Maritime 
Museum)
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LA Fleet 
Week 2024

Don’t miss Fleet Week 2024!  Ship 
Tours, Entertainment, Flyovers, and 
Exhibits! All within walking dis-
tance of the LA Maritime Museum! 
Visit www.lafleetweek.com for more 
information! 

The annual Lego Shipbuilding Contest will be Saturday, April 13, from 10:00 to 2:00 p.m. 
Dive into a gigantic pile of plastic bricks and create your own maritime masterpiece! Prizes 
awarded by age group. All abilities and ages are welcome! Visit https://www.lamaritime-
museum.org/legos/ for details.

SAVE THE DATE!

Happy 150th to the 
Point Fermin Lighthouse! 

The Point Fermin Lighthouse cel-
ebrates its 150th birthday this year!  
Built in 1874 to guide the entrance 
of Los Angeles Harbor, it served 
as an active aid to navigation until 
World War II when the military re-
moved the lens and used the tower 
as a lookout station.

In 1974, dedicated community vol-
unteers including John Olguin and 
Bill Olesen restored the tower in 
time for its 100th anniversary.  Now 
listed on the National Register of 
Historic places, Point Fermin Light-
house is a museum managed by the 
Department of Recreation and Parks 
and assisted by the Point Fermin 
Lighthouse Society.

Now YOU can be part of light-
house history!  Take the lighthouse 
challenge by visiting three light-

houses and three Fresnel lenses in a 
single day: Saturday, July 13, 2024.

In addition to the Point Fermin 
Lighthouse, participating sites in-
clude the Point Vicente Lighthouse 
and Point Vicente Interpretive Cen-
ter, Cabrillo Marine Aquarium and 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum.  

From the Aquarium, you may view 
the Angels Gate lighthouse at the 
end of the breakwater, and then vis-
it the LA Maritime Museum to view 
Angels Gate’s original Fresnel lens 
on display! (Note: the Angels Gate 
lighthouse is closed to the public)

Collect stamps at each location 
and don’t forget to pick up your prize 
at the Point Fermin Lighthouse at 
the end of the day.

For more information, email info@
pflhs.org or call 310-241-0684.

The Point Fermin Lighthouse as it 
appeared circa 1900. (Los Angeles 
Maritime Museum Collection)

Point Fermin Lighthouse today. 
(Lighthouse Friends photograph)
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Arthur Beaumont: 
Art of the Sea
By Guadalupe Pena, Curator

Arthur Beaumont’s Art of the Sea is a traveling exhi-
bition organized by the Irvine Museum and curated by 
James Irvine Swinden. Beaumont was commissioned as 
a lieutenant in the United States Navy in 1933 and was 
appointed as the official artist of the United States Fleet. 
He served in an official capacity and as a freelance artist 
for the Navy until 1978. 

A selection of 24 pieces on loan from a number of in-
stitutions and individuals including works from the Los 
Angeles Maritime Museum’s collection will be on exhibit 
until June. The exhibition was first on display at the 
Maritime Museum of San Diego and has traveled to mu-
seums throughout the U.S. See  the Last Voyage of the 
Queen Mary, USS California, a painting of a California 
mission and many more historic events that are recorded 
in his paintings. 
Buy the Book

A fully illustrated companion 
publication will be available for 
purchase in the gift shop ($60 
hardcover, $30 softcover, with 
a members’ discount of 10%). 
Thanks to the generosity of the 
Irvine Museum, field trip stu-
dents will each receive a free 
copy of the book.

Backbone of Sea Power, 1941. USS Maryland and USS 
New Mexico (Watercolor, Irvine Museum Collection)

While on assignment to Antarctica in 1973, Beaumont depicted the ice-
breaker USS Glacier and the attack cargo ship USS Arneb. Due to subzero 
temperatures, Beaumont mixed alcohol into his watercolors to ensure the 
paints would not freeze. (Watercolor: Los Angeles Maritime Museum Col-
lection)

Geoffrey Campbell Beaumont, son of 
the artist, during the VIP reception at 
the museum.



Spring 2024	 Channel Crossings	 5

Arthur Beaumont witnessed the birth of the modern 
atomic Navy with the launch of USS Nautilus in Groton 
Connecticut in 1954.  Due to security concerns, the Nauti-
lus hull was almost completely covered by tarps.  To gain 
a better viewing angle, Beaumont sketched from a launch 
in the Thames River, then completed the painting in his 
Los Angeles studio.  (Watercolor: US Naval History and 
Heritage Command) 

In “Untitled: A California Coast Seascape”, Arthur 
Beaumont displays his talent for oil painting with na-
ture, rather than ships, as the subject.  (Oil: Irvine Mu-
seum Collection)

Beaumont captures the celebrations as the RMS Queen 
Mary arrived in Long Beach accompanied by USS Long 
Beach, in 1967.  “The Last Voyage of the Queen Mary, in the 
company of the USS Long Beach”, (Watercolor: Beaumont 
Family Collection)

“Coconut Cocktail 1946” is Beaumont’s depiction of the 
native population of Bikini Island shortly before their 
relocation to Rongerik Atoll in advance of the atomic 
bomb tests.  (Watercolor: Irvine Museum)

Guests enjoy the “Arthur Beaumont: Art of the Sea” exhibit 
during a VIP donor reception at the museum.

Arthur Beaumont: Art of the Sea 
will be on view through June 9, 2024. 

Museum Hours: 
Wednesday to Saturday
12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.



6	 Channel Crossings	 Spring 2024

This is the best-selling book that 
inspired the museum’s Taminaru 
exhibit. Terminal Island: Lost Com-
munities of Los Angeles Harbor is a 
richly-illustrated history of Termi-
nal Island, including the stories of 
the 3,000 Japanese-Americans who 
fished and worked in the canneries 
of Terminal Island until forcibly re-
located during World War II.  

Now in hardcover, with an after-
word by actor George Takei. $50 
($45 for museum members) Avail-
able at the Sea Chest Museum Shop, 
or online at www.lamaritimemuse-
um.org/shop/

LA Harbor 
International 
Film Festival Sets 
Sail March 14-17

The 21st annual Los Angeles Har-
bor International Film Festival will 
set sail March 14-17 in various San 
Pedro locations, including the Ca-
brillo Marine Aquarium and battle-
ship IOWA. The festival will mark 
the debut of the new documentary 
Smell of Money, a history of the fish-
ing and canning industries in Los 
Angeles Harbor. The film includes 
images from the collections of the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum, and 
museum members receive discounts 
on tickets. For the full schedule and 
ticket information visit www.lahar-
borfilmfest.com.

Margaret Z 
Joins the 
Miniature 
Fleet!

The Caught, Canned, and Eaten 
exhibit has been recently enhanced 
by the addition of a model of the 
purse seiner Margaret Z. On loan 
from the Zuanich family, Margaret 
Z represents a modern tuna vessel, 
giving museum visitors the oppor-
tunity to learn more about modern 
fishing boat design in contrast with 
the classic seine models on display. 

The real-life Margaret Z was built 
in 1987 by Campbell Industries, in 
San Diego, and named after Mar-
garet Zuanich. John A. Zuanich 
designed the hull, and it was the 

first seiner to have a variable pitch 
propeller and two main Caterpillar 
engines. Margaret Z was part of the 
fleet of Zuanich family-owned fish-
ing vessels operating in the Western 
Pacific, using Guam and Western 
Samoa as their bases of operation for 
unloading tuna.    

Margaret Z continues to fish today 
in the Eastern Pacific under a new 
name: Azteca 19 and a new owner: 
Pesca Azteca of Mazatlan, Mexico.

Many thanks to the Zuanich fam-
ily for sharing their model with the 
museum.

New in the Sea Chest: 
The Grand Manner of Matson

Back in Stock:  Terminal Island: Lost 
Communities of Los Angeles Harbor

Duncan O’Brien, author of “The 
White Ships” presents a sequel cov-
ering all  six of Matson’s most famous 
liners, from the maiden voyage of 
the “Malolo” in 1926 to the farewell 
of the “Mariposa” in 1978. This full-

color book includes hundreds of new 
and previously unpublished photos 
and artwork, advertisements, and 
brochures.
($45 / $40.50 for members)
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Patron
Robert and Dawn Henry
Karl Squitier
David Weinstein and Nancy Fuller

Benefactor
Frank and Mary Jane Anderson
Allene and Tom Butler
Carol Carevich Wianecki

Sponsor
Scott and Kristina Bowden
John and Esther Brunac
Marie Dwight
Chuck and Anna Hawley
Andrea Hegybeli
Allen and Dorothy Lay
Sheldon and Cristina Levinson
Anthony and Anna Marie Martinovich
Dorothy Matich
Paul and Grace Nielsen
Don and Bobbie Pico
Bill Rankel
Ed Zajkowski

Family
Gwen Butterfield and Jim MacLellan
Martin and Mary Hochman
Mark and Margaret Hurley
John and Janice Olsen
Tyler Seiple and Amy Bolton
The Sidney Thompson Family

‘Thank You’ to All New and Renewing Members

Char Arno
Edna Bay
David Boule and Marcia Gimbrone
JoAnn Cope
Mark Davis
James Davis
Kenneth Delancey
Foremen’s Union Local 94 ILWU
Howard and Marilyn Gentry
Captain E. Norman George
Janis Gertsch – 

honoring Ron Tobin
Matt Gorry
Robert  Grossman
Bob and Dawn Henry
Carol Higgs
Robert and Carol Hopper
Paul Irving

Individual
George Bell
Dr. James Brust
Ken Delancey “Sinbad”
John Rockwood
Joe Strapac
William Thompson
Nicholas Young

Special Donations
Blue Ridge Academy
Sheldon and Cristina Levinson
Dorothy Matich
Scott McMullen
Southern California Disc Golf Association

Corporate Support
All Nippon Airways 
Foremen’s Union Local 94
Ironwood RV Storage, Inc.

Grant Support
American Alliance of Musuems / 

Museum Assessment Program

Year-end Fundraising Report
The Friends of the Los Angeles Maritime Museum is grateful to the many donors who made this year’s campaign a 
success! (Gifts received after March 1 will be acknowledged in the next issue.)

Becky Johns – 
in memory of Paul Gommi

Tom and Annie Laskey
Allen and Dorothy Lay
Mary Margaret Lewis – 

in memory of Joe Rushkowski
Nick Lovrich
Steve and Gina Mandich
Deborah Mardesich
Stephanie Mardesich
Dolores Matich
Elaine McAteer
Michael  McClung
Alan and Joann Miyamoto
Paul and Jean Nitchman
Cyn Dy Parker
Edith Pearson
Paul Petrich

Ralph and Imelda Preciado
Richard Reiser Family
Carol Rugnetta
Val Schnabl
Henry Selbe-Hele
Don and Mary Sloper
Theresa and Dean Spinei
Lynette Thirloway
Ronne	 Thompson – 

honoring Ron Tobin
Christine Upton
Kurt  Weideman and Sue Golden
Chris Woodyard
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